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Her moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
Queen of Great 


Britain, France and 
Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, Oc. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


OUR Majeſty's Royal Proclamation 
for the Encouragement of True Re- 
ligion and Vertue, and for the Sup. 
effeng of Vice, Immoradity and Prophanefs, 
re 2 Glorious Beams of Piety Streaming 
Royal Hears, ar raiſes in all.your- 

22 and Loyal People the Higheſt Ex. 


gs from the future Reign of ſoGIobandGras \ 


. and Rurens Reign, their Sacrifice 2 3 ö 1 
AS Prayer. 3 


— 
v | 
1 


ations of all Spiritual and Temporal Bleſ- 


us a Princeſs ; Who in their ſeveral Pla- 
and Stations, daily offer to God, by whom © 


nnen 
| Prayer for the Preſervation 'of your Sacred 


Perſon from all Dangers, and the Eſtabliſb- 
ment of your Ibrone againſt all Pretenders 
| andOppoſers whatſoever, And that he would 
make your Reign Long and Proſperous, and 
EF /o direff your Councils, and Succeed your 

Armies and Allies, that you may overcome 
EE all your Enemies, and at length obtain a 
Crown of Immortal Life and Glory. 

Great Princeſs ! This Exalted Goodneſs 
has embolden'd one of the meaneſt of your 
| 7% Subjetts, Humbly to Preſent this 
fall Offering to pour Royal Hande; As Þ * 
ing aſſured, that whatſoever may tend 
to the Honour of the Author, and Promulga- ' 
tors of our Holy Religion, will not be unac- 
ceptable to your Majeſty, and particularly 

tis brief Account of the Holy Lives and 
Ade of our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apo- be 
tles, wherein I hope there are ſome Con. 


- , wincing Arguments to diſprove the Impibus ſe 
Opinions hate that deny the Divinity offi A. 
aur Sacred Redeemer. I Humbly beg your bo 

F  Mojeftlys Gracious Pardon for my PreſunFF. of 
Your Majeſty's. moſt Ro 
4.5» * 39 
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Fe Loyal Subjech, ... 2 
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william Smith.” 
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"a; | A Brief Account of the Birth and 
nd. Life, the Death, Reſurrection and AF 
g. cenſion of our BLESSED SAVIOUR. 


nac- MONG the many vile Opinions advyati- i 
ced by Men of Corrupt Minds in this 


laſt and worſt Age of the World, none has 
Apo- been more Impious (next to the denying of the 
> Being of God) than the denying the Divinity and 
0N'Y God-hcad of our Bleſſed Saviour, by thoſe Men who-- 
p104sY ſeem to diſown Atheiſm, and pretend to own the 
ity off Authority of the Holy Scripture. It may therefore bg. 
yo ver) Neceſſary before we pretend farther, to advance 
„„ ſome Cogent Arguments in defence of the God head 
eſun of our Holy Redeemer. | "6-0 
St. Peter in his Diſcourſe to the High-Prieſt and 
oft 1 Rulers of the Fewo, 4s 4. Aſlerts that, there u no. 4 
Salvation in am other but in Feſus of Nazareth, and tas 
Idee is no at her name under Heaven given among Men, 
e bereh we muſt be ſaved. If it be objected by he 
Det, that there were many Saints under the LA at. 
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6 The Hiſtoꝛy of the 
- Ffofes for Two Thouſand Tears together, who with- Win 
..- out Chriftian Religion ſerved God Uprigtitly, as the HR. 
Prophets and other Holy People: And before them a-Me« 
gain in the Law of Nature, when neither Fews -nor Wha 
Chriſtian Religion was ever heard of, till above Two Mini 
Thcuſand Years after, ſeveral Holy Men pleaſed God, Wh 
and ſerved him Truly, as Enoch, Noah, Job, Abraham, eig 
Facob, and others, ir 
I Anfwer, That though theſe Men, efpecially thehof 
latter had not fo particular and expreſs Knowledge be 
of Chriſt and of his Myſteries as we have now ; bu 
for this was reſerved till the fulneſs of time came, and Wan, 
was then revealed to the Holy Prophets and Apo files NWa 
by the Spirit And though they did not know Ex-Meir 
refly, how and in what manner Chrift ſhould be Wthe 
Born, whether of a Virgin, or how he ſhould Live wit 
and Die; what Sacraments he ſhould leave; what che 
Way of publſhiog his Goſpel he ſhould Appoint, c. Mall 
Whereof yet many Particelars were revealed to the ¶ gin 
Few at ſurdry times, and the nearer Chriſt's com- 
mg approached, they had more clear Revelation ofen 
them; yet all, and every one of thoſe Holy Saints Wy i 
that lived from Abrabam to the comitng of Chriſt, Nrer 
had a general Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion, eve; 
and did certainly beſie ve there ſhould come a Savi- hir 
out and Redec mer of Mankind to deliver them from n 
the Bondage contraſted by the Sin of Adam. And ity 
this was declared to our firſt Patents in Paradice, Red 
that The Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the $:5pert's «hi 
; Head: And therefore St. ohn in the Revelations calls Wor 
-. Chriſt, the Lamb ef God wih was ſlain from th: 1 
- Foundation of the World. And the Apoſtiey Peter and Pail nd. 
arm, char che Ancient Fathers before Chriſt's Natty: ſal 
# -. - ry, were ſaved by Faith in him. And it is agreed by Wiles 
..moſ} Divines, that their Religion was the very Tam<Ehel 
in ſubſtanoe with ours, only more obſcure and Gene-ſne. 
ral, as telating ro things to come, whereas we wo 
Wo ae” . + $ 8 
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en 
with- Win rhoſe that are paſt, and preſent, they believed a 
s the ¶ Redeemer ſhould come, and that a Virgin ſhall Cor- 
m a-MWecive; We believe, that he is come, and that ſhe 
nor hach conceived.” They had Sacrifices and Ceremo- 
Two nies, that prefigured his coming; we have Sacraments 
hat repreſent his Preſence with us in the Adminiſtra- 
ion thereof. They called their Redeemer, the De- 
ire or Exp<Ration of all Nations; We, the Salvation 
of all Nations ; Finally, there was no other difference 
between the Faith of Good Men cf Old, and Ours, 
10W ;Wbur ia the Circumſtances of Time, and the clearneſs 
, and Wand particularity thereof. So that it is maniteſt, it 
les was neceſſary for all Perſons and People from the be- 
v Ex-Weinning of the World, who deſired the Salvation of 
d betheir Souls, to believe in Chriſt, and to love him 
| LiveEwith all their Hearts and Souls. By this it appcars 
what that Jeſus Chriſt was the Savicur and Redeemer of 
„Cc. all Mankind, fore-promiſed and expected from the be- 
o the Epinning of the World. | ; | 2 
com- We ſhall now further Demonſtrate, that he was the 
on ofonly Son of God, and God himſelf, and conſequent- 
Saints y chat his Religion and Preceprs are True and Sin- 
hoiſt, Mere, and our Obedience thereunto ii the only way to 
igi ver laſting Happineſs, In Froſecution of which, three 
ings may be conſidered in the order of Time, uhere- 
n they hapned. 1. What paſſed before the Nati- 
ity of Chriſt, 2. What things were done and veri- 
\Wied after his Incarnation to his Aſcenſion, all the 
hile he abode on Earth. 3. What Event enſued 
or confirming his Drity after his Departure. 189 
1. Thoſe things which paſſed betore his Nativity, 
d are Proofs of the Verity of Cheiſtianicy, may bs - 
ken partly trom the eme, and partly from the Gm. 
Her; he being appointed from the beginning to work 
he Redemption of them botKand to mike them bott 
Nie Pepple in the Service of his Father; And there 
dre fveral Fore warnings were given doch for 
tire r cotaing, . 
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F > As tothe Jews, The Old Teſtament which we have 
received from that Nation, who are profeſſed Ene- 
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mies to our Lord Je ſus and his DoGrines, was written 
Jo many Years before the Name of Chriſtianity was 
known in the World, that it can't be ſuppos'd they 
were Partial, and therefore their Authority is very 
Strenuous in confirming the Truth of our Religion, 
For it cannot be denied, bur that throughout the whole 
- courſe and Eody of their Old Teſtament, they had a la 
Meſſias promiled ro them, which is the ſame that 
we call Chriſt; that is, a Perſon Anointed, and ſent C 
from God, a Redeemer, a Pacifier of God's Wrath, a re 
Mediator between God and Man, a Satisfier for the L 
Sins and Offences of the whole World, a Reſtorer of bi 
our-Innocency loft in Paradiſe, a Maſter, an lInſtru- #h 
Kor, a Law-giver, a Spiritual and Eternal King, that, A 
ſhould Rule and Reign in cur Hearts to conquer the 
Power and Tyranny of Satan, the Enemy of Man-) 
kind who betrayed our firſt Parents in Paradice, and 
never ceaſeth ſince to Aſlault us with his Temptation. 
This is evident by the Covenant God made with Adam, th 
faying, In the day thou eateſt of the Tree of Knowledge th 
of good and Evil, thou ſhalt die, Gen. 2. Which Co- as 
venant being broken by Adam, he received his Judg-Wſ to 
ment, but with a gracious Promiſe that the Seed of the th 
* Woman ſnould Conquer Death and Sin, and ſhall treadſ ſti 
the Temptations of the Devil under his Feet, and th dc 
was Chriſt rhe Meſſias of the World; as the EldciMWy co 
Jens and Rabbins underſtood this very place (what th 
ever the latter have dream'd, that their. Meſtas ſhoule ex 
de n Temporal King) and the Old Chaldaick Paraphraf foi 
Expounds theſe Words thus. Adam and Eve have 
- © certain and preſent Remedy againſt thee, O Dev i 
© for the time ſhall come when hey ſhall tread THhed Fe 
<.down.-with their Heels, by the help of the MeH 87; 
© who ſhall be their King. 2. | 
The very ſame Promiſe is ſeven times Repeateq in 
and Eftabliſhed ro Abraham, who lived near twothou 
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> Holy CI, CL, om T0 
ſand Years after Adam, and again to Iſaac his Son after 
have him, In thy ſeed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 
Enc-W bleſſed, which had been no great Benediction to A 
ritten ham, or to the Jews after him, who never ſaw the 
Meſſias actually, if he had been only a Temporal King; 
and much leſs ro the Gentiles, and ail other Nations, 
if this Jewiſh Meſſias was to have been a Worldly 4 
Monarch, who was to deſtroy and ſubdue all Nations, 
and bring them in Subjection to the Fews, as their 
late Rabbies affirm. "8 | 
The Patriarch Facob Propheſteth more plainly of 
Chriſt in his Bleſſing upon Fudah, Gen. 46. The Scep- 
ter or Government, ſhall net depart from Judah, nor a 
Lawgiver from between his feet until_Shilok come, and to 
bim ſhall be the gathering of the People. Or, until he come 
that is to be ſent, and he ſhall be the expectation of Nations; 
As the Chaldaick Reads ir, and Interprets it thus: Un- 
* til Chriſt or the Meſſias come, which is the Hope and 
© ExpeRation of all Nations, as well Genfilesas of us 
that are Fews, the Government ſhall not ceaſe in the 
© Houſe or Tribe of Fudah, From which we infer, 
that if he be the Hope and Exp: Ration of the Gentiles, 
then he cannot be a Temporal King to deſtroy them; 
as the late em, would have it; but a Spiritual King, 
to bring in ſubjection their Spiritual Enemies, that is 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, az all tru: Chri- 
ſtians do believe. And again, if the Temporal Ring- 
dom of the Houſe of Fudah, of which Chriſt muſt 
come, ſhall ceaſe and be deſtroyed at the coming of 
the Meſſtas, as the Scripture Affirms, how can the ews 
expect a Temporal King for their Meſſivs, as they 
fondly do? e 
But to leave this Controverſie with the latter Rab- 
bins; we find little Recorded of the doings'of the 
Jews, during the four hundred Years Bondage in E · 9 
ee Or. Vet that Nation have a Tradition, that as ſoon 
| az they came out, and were got into the Deſart, go- 
ing ro the Land of Promiſe, the three Sons of Karab. * 
__ Ae AS a 


— 
* 
* : o 
"IC 2 
- : 
1 13 * 
— 2 4 
= FP * 


* f ity 
> 448% . 


— 


i L 1 


7 The e the | 


and in other places, compos'd divers. Songs and Pſalm 
In the Praiſe and Expectation of the Meſſizs ro come 


ed moſt of thoſe Aucient Songs together, and that they 


Leader through the Wilderneſs, had a clear Revelation 


ſhould be Born of his Stock, Pſalm 89. Once have | 
* ſwornin my Holineſs, that I will not lye unto David. Hi 


 Enpreſſions of his Kingdom enduring for ever, ian 


| Thou art my Sn, this day have I begotten theey 


- 


called Ar, E!kana, aud Abiaſaph, mention'd xd. 6 
and chat the Holy Men of thoſe times did ſolace them 
felves with Singing the ſame, that Ring David Colſect 


now comprehend all the Plalms from the forty firttl 
to the eighty ſeventh, as they now ſtand. Kr 
Moſes, who lived among the 1ſraelites, and was then 


of+ the Meſſias, from the Almighty, Deut. 18. I will 
raiſe up a Prophet to this People from among their Brethren 
like unto thee, and will put my words in bis mouth, and he 
all ſpeak unto them all that I command them, and whoſe. 
ever will not hearken to my words which he ſhall ſpeak in 
my name, 1 will require it of him; which cannot be un 
derſtood of any but Jeſus Chriſt; ſince the Holy Ghoſt 
pofitively Afhrms, There aroſe not a Prophet in Iſrael lik: 
wnto Moſes, &. 2 6 

About four hundred Years after his Death, David 
an Holy Man, and the firſt King of this Houſe of F. 
Aab, out of whoſe Lineage the Meſſias was to come, had 
this Myſtery more manifeſtly revealed than to any © 
ther before him; And firſt God aſſures him, that Chriſſi ce. 


TO] 
anc 


| 


feed ſhall endure for ever, and his Throne as the Sun 1 
fore me, it ſpall be eflabliſhed for evef as the Moon, 

a a faithful witneſs in Heaven, Which Words, tho 
they are applied by the latter Jews to King Solomes 
who was in ſome ſenſe a Type of Chriſt; yer, cho! 


and other, Scriptures can never be intended of So, 
on, whoſe Earthly Kingdom was rent and divided“ 

Peter ſoon after his Death; but muſt neceſſaril 

be underſtood of an Eternal King, who ſhould com 
- of David's Secd, as well fas thoſe Words in Fam . 
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ie thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the utter- 1 
13 parts of the Earth for thy. Poſſeſſinn. Thou (halt break! 
em with a rod of Iren, thou (halt daſh them in pieces * |} 
che th ke 4 Potter's Veſſel, 8c, And again, Pſalm 72. which 
eat intituled, a P im for Solomon, tis ſaid, They ſhall 7 
er him as long as the Sun and Moon endures, throughout 1 
387 Generations, He ſhall have Dominion alſo from Sea 
Sea, and from the River to the ends of the Earth. All * 
Wcings ſhall fall down before bim, all Nations (hall ſerve ' | 
„in. He ſhall ſpare the Poor and needy, and ſave the.” 
Fouls of the needy. His Name ſhall endure for ever, 
all be continued os long as the Sun, and Men ſhall be 
bleſſed in him, and all Nations ſhall call him bleſſed. - ? 


Od, 64 
Plalmii 
comes 


"= 


wry Theſe Paſſages, tho' it be inticul'd a Pfalm for Sloman. 
eab in uſt be meant of Chriſt's Ecernal Kingdom, of his U- * } 
be un Piverſal Reign over Jem and Gentile, of his being a- 
GhoſifAored by all Nations, of ſaving the Souk of the needy, » | 


and finally that all the Tribes ot the Earth ſhall . be 
Bleſſed in him; and cannot poſſibly be meant of any 
Temporal King that ever was among the Jews, or ever 


* ſnall be to the end of the World, but only of Chriſt 
e. } Jeſus our Lord. | 

8 This Promiſe made to David, that Chriſt ſhould * 
Chrifh <2me of his Seed, is repeared about four hundred Tears 
dave after by many Prophers, and confirmed by God. As fa | 
4. Vi Feremiab 23. Behold the days cune, ſaith the Lord, tb 


Lill raiſe unto David a righteous Branch. and a King - 
© hall Reign any per, and ſhall execute Juſtice and Fudg- "1 
ment in the Earth, In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, 0 
Ir ael ſhall dwell (afely, and this is the name whereby be 
Bl ſhall be called, THE LORD OUR RIG HIEOUSNESS.. ol 

= Which is a farther Evidence chat the Promiſes aud Ex- 
F So, $*<ffion zforenamed, were not applicable to Baud 
Jer Spionun, nor any Temporal King of Dawid's Line, 

om. om y co Chriſt, who is parricularly called. The S 
wnd of-{pring of David, the firſt King of the Tribe of 
Fadbb, and Progenicor in the Fleſh, who likewiſe Was 
ef Chritt in ſeveral reſpeds. li 
enn? | | 8 
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FE Tpeaking of the Meſſias whom he had before named, 


's 


Thee of the 
The Meſſiss is likewiſe called by the name of Daui o 
himſelf, by the Prophet Ezekiel, chap. 34. Twill ſala 
m Flock, and they ſhall be no more a Prey And I will ſe re 
up one Shepherd over them, and he ſhall feed them, eve os 
my ſervant David, he ſhall feed them, and ſhall n 
their Shepherd. And I the Lord will be their God, and ne 
ſervant David a Prince among them, And I will make wit b 
thema Covenant of Peace; In which words, not only wor 
Chtiſtiam, but the latter ems alſo in their Talmud ac 
knowledge, that the Meſſias is called by the name c Tha; 
David, becauſe he muſt deſcend from his Sced; fog 
King Dauid be ing dead four hundred years before this hh 
it was impoſſible that he himſelf ſhould now come aWro: 
gain to Feed or Govern the People of God. he 
The Prophet 1/aiah, who lived about one hundred 
ears before Feremiah or Eexkiel, had a very clear un} 
detſtanding of the Meſſias, and his Affairs, which h& 
deſcribeth particularly, Chap. 2. And it (hall come 1 
paſs in the laſt days, that the Mountain of the Lord 
Houſe ſhall be eftabliſhed in the top of the Mountains, ana 
ſhall be exalted above the Hills, and all Nations ſhal 
flow unto it, Ard many People ſhall go and ſay, Come ye 
let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, to the Houſe 0f 
the God of Jacob, and he ſhall teach us of his ways, anc 
we will walk in bis Paths ; for ont of Zion ſhall go forth 
the Law, and the Word of the Lord from to rag and 
he ſhall judge among the Nations, and rebuke many People 
Wich very Paſſage 1s Reprated Micah 4. And is ap- 
plied in both places to the Meſſiab, the Jews and He- 
brews themſelves confeſſing that they can have no © 
ther meaning, And Iſaiah Proſecutes the ſame mat-Nig“ 
ters in divers other places, as iti. che 4th Chapters 


The Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, he adds, In that 


LF day ſhall the Branch of the Lord be Beautiful and Glorious, Ihr. 


and the. fruit of the Earth, excellent and comely, for them 
that are eſcaped of Jrael. Which Expreſſions, of theÞer 


n ape fins of the Earth, ave: nov 
3.4 | | : | & 


G_ — 


DaviMoocd to ſiguiſie the Two- ſold Nature of Chriſt, who 
au as both God and Man: And in the gth Chapter, this 
vill ſe rophet calleth him, Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty 
, eve od, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. And 


ball i the 11th Chapter he is till more perſpicuous: Ant 
ere ſhall came forth a rod out of the flem of Jeſſe, and 


and ni 


he wi branch ſhall grow aut of his roots. And the Spirit of the \ 
nly Werd ſhall reſt upin him, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Under- 
ud acFRauding,the Spirit of Counſel and M ght,the Spirit of Knows 
ame c age and of the fear of the Lord. He ſhall not judge after 


d; foe ſight of his eyes,neither reprove after the hearing of his 
re this hrs, but with righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and re- 
ome afrove with equity fir the meek of the earth, and be ſhall ſmite 
he earth with the rod of his Mouth, and with the breath 
undre H his Lips ſhall he ſlay the wicked. And righteouſneſs 
ear un hall be the girdle of bis L-yns, and faithfulneſs the girdle 
ich he his Rein:, Which Expreſſion of the Stem of Jeſſe, 
come the Father of David, is allowed to intend the Virgin 


Lord Mary, who deſcended directly from the. Line of Jeſſe, 


ns, anagnd by the Rod and Branch, Chriſt is ro be under- 
ns ſhalſſtood, who was born of her, and had all thoſe Ex- 
'ome yeFellencies and Privileges above other Men, which 
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Houſe ore here Aſſigned ro him; whoſe farther Graces and 


ys, andPivine Properties the ſame Prophet  Exprefleth more 
go forth particularly in Chap. 42. Bebold my ſervant whom I up- 
m, andyold, mine Elect in whom my Soul delighteth { I have put 
People ny Spirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth Fudgment to the 


d is ap- Pentiles, he ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his voice to 


nd He-ye heard in the Streets. He ſhall bring forth Judgment 
no Onto Vietory. He ſhall be a Covenant to the People, a 
ne mat-Kight to the Genziles, To oben the blind eyes, to bring 
hapter,Þrth the Priſoners from the Priſon, and them that fit in 
named, jar kneſs out of the Priſon houſe. And the 52d and-53d 
In thatÞhapters of this Prophecy give a plan account of 


lorious, Ihriſt the Meſſiah, who perſwaded the Church to be- 


or themſeve his tree Redemption. to receive the Miniſters 


, of thepereof to joy in che power therrof, and to free 


unde r- 
ſic 


Ge - 


emiclyes from Bondage, and that his Kingdom: ſhall 


- 


— 


- 


. — 


The Mittozp ok the 

de Exalted. The Prophet likewiſe complains of the 

Peoples Incredulity, excuſeth the Scandal of the Croſs 

of Chriſt by che benefit of his Paſſion, and the good 

t ſucceſs thereof, r. 

Now withcur alledging any more Prophecies, which 
gre numerous throughout the Old Teſtament, I ſhall 
conclude with that of Daniel. This Prophet lived- in 
the end of the Captivity of Babylon, a little before Hag- 
g#i, Zacharia, and Malachi, who were the laſt Pro- 
phets that flouriſhed among the Jews; almoſt five hun- 
dred Years before the Nativity of Chriſt. He report- 
ed cf himſcif, Chap. 9. that being in Babylon, and 
having ſet his face unte the Lord God to ſeek by prayer and 

, ſupplications, with Faſting, and Sack-cloath, and Aſhes, the 

Angel Gabriel came unto bim at the time of the Evening 

Oblation, and foretold him, not only the ſudden deliverance 

of the People of Jrael from the Captivity of Babylon, 

the Seventy Years of their Puniſhment, ſpoken of b 

the Propher Jeremy being accompliſhed ; bur likewiſe 

declared, that che Uniyerſal freedom of Mankind fe... 

from the Bondage and Captivity of Sin was now ſnort · 41 

ned; aud that after Seventy Weeks, which he ſhew- 

ed, made up the juſt time that paſſed ſrom the 


Rebuilding o ? bub (qe afrer their deliverance from, ſha 
Babylon, unto che Birch of Chrift there ſhould be Born m 
the Saviour of rhe World, who ſhould be pur ro Death fare 


for che Redemption of Mankind, whom he calls The 

moſt Holy, and, the Ae the Prince, who ſhould b 

- cut off, but not for himſelf : To finiſh the Tranſgreſſem. I 

male an end of Sins, te make reconciliation for Triquity 8, 70 
rund fo bringin everlaſſ ing Righthouſneſs, &c. So that it 

js very Apparent, the whole Old Teſtament principz 

8 tendech to foretel and manifeſt Jefus Chriſt, b. 

- Signs, Figures, Parables and Frophecies; and wa 

written for this very end; which ſufficiently Demon 

- races the truth of our firſt Conſideration, that ch. be 

Few, from Age to Age were plainly Informed of hi 

3 and Exerbizy of the Kingdom of Chrift. 

” 
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As to the Second Conſideration, concerning the” |} 
erſon of Chriſt, and the God-head of the promiſed » | 
? eh : To this the Ancient Fews did agree thereto, 
o the latter Radbins deny the ſame, and affirm, that 
re attribute many things unto ꝓeſus, that were not 
oretold of the Meſſias to come, and among others, 


in nat he ſhould be God, and the Son of God, and the 
g- econd Perſon in the Trinity; and we may with Sor- 
0- tow obſerve, that ſome who profeſs themſelves Chri. 
n- ians as we have ſaid, do at this very Day aſſert the 
rt. fame ching, who yet prerend not to deny the Autho- 
nd iey ot the Sacred Records, tho herein they declare 
nd Whemſeclves Ignorant of what is contained in them. 

the For it is evident from the Writings of moſt of the 


oly Prophets afore-mentioned, that Chriſt the Mefſias 
uſt be God, and the Son of God, endued with Man's 


on, Nature, that is, both God ond Man; ſo in Gen. 3. 
by here he is called the Seed of the Wornan, it is manife 
"mic hat he ſhall be a Man; And who can cruſh the Old 
ind Bs rpenr the Devil, and bruiſe his Head but God alone? 
— nd in Jaiab 4. where he is called The Branch of the 


rd, and the Fruit of the Earth; That his Kingdom 


che ral be ever laſting, that none can tell bis Generation, that 
rome ſhall ſit at God's Rigbt: hand. What can theſe aud ma- 
Zorn ny more . to the like effect ſignifie, but to de- 
each fire the two Natures in Chriſt? And three of our E- 


ſangeliſts Record that our Saviour put to filence ſe- 
eral of the moſt Learned of the Pharifees, with thoſe. 
ords of the Pſalm 110. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
it thou at my Right-hand until I make thine Enemies t 
„or- oa. For, ſaid Jeſus, if David call bim Lor 
w is he then his Son? And no man after that, duſt 
uk him any more Queſtions, Intimating hereby, that 
ho the Meſſias was to be David's Son, according to 
is Manhood, yet according to his God-head, he was 
0 be David's Lord; and ſo ſeveral Learned Jewiſh 
Rabbins interpret this place. And the Prophet Micah 

plain, Chap. 5. And thou Bethlehem Epbratah, tho' 
; Ns t 
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To The Hiſtoꝛy of the 


Jaiah goes farther, Chap, 9. Where he ſaith, Unto 


it is Apparent, that the Name Fehovah (which 


peculiar to God alone, and ſo Tremendous among 
the Jews, that they dare not pronounce it, and in. 
ſtead thereof read Adonai) is given to Chriſt Jeſus in 
ſeveral Scriptures, particularly in Jeremiah 23. and 3; 


Chapters. Behold I will raiſe unto David a King, an 


this is his name whereby he ſhall be called, I EH OVA 


THE LORDOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. An 


the like in Zephania g. 3, And the moſt famous A. 
brew Expoſirorsdo acknowledge, that in theſe Scrip 
> tures Jehwah ſignifieth only the Meſſies, and that hi 


"Was to be really God and Man. 


Finally, Philo, a very Learned Few, who lived in che 


time when Chriſt was upon Earth, and was twice ſen 
Ambaſſador to Reme, in behalf of ſome of his Natio 


Bugiſhed to Alexandria, in the isch Tear of the Em 
peror Tiberins, which was three Years before thi 


Death of Chriſt, and the very fame Year that he wa 
Bapt z d by Sr. Job». This Man writ an Ingeniou 
Book ta behalf of his Country-men, wherein are the 
"Wzrds, It is hard to determine what time is ap 
© printed for the return of us Baniſhed Jems, fot cher 
. „ arts BEE wane, 4 . = 
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thou be little among the thouſands of Iſrael, yet out of the 
- ſhall be come forth unto me, that A fo be Ne, in Aon 
*- whoſe goings forth have been from of Old, from everlaſting 
Now this can never be underſtood of any Mortal Mad 
chat ever was or ſhall be upon Earth. The PropheÞ 


" *a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the Goverr 
ment (hall be upon his Shoulders, and his name ſhall | 
called the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father. And thi 
Eſalmiſt s, ſpeaking of the Meſſias, Pſalm 45. Says, Tho 
art fairer than the Children of Men, Thy Throne O God if 
for ever and ever, the * thy Kingdom is a rizhW 
Scepter, &c. So that the Aſeſſias is called God twice it 
theſe places, by the Name of Elobim; which I con. 
feſs is ſometimes, tho' very ſeldom, attributed to 
Creatures, Therefore to take away this ſmall-Refuge, 
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+ae/Mis a Tradition that we muſt expect the Death of an 
fling High-Pricft, of which ſome die quickiy, and others” 
Maud live longer; But I am of an Opinion that this High- 
pheWPricſt ſhall be the very WORD OF GOD, who 
to sn all be void of all Sin, whoſe Father ſhall be God, 


land this Word ſhall be that Father's Wiſdom; by 
which all Thinzs in the World were Created, Hig 
Head ſhall be Anointed with Oil, and his Kingdom 


N 


bei ſhall flouriſh. for ever and ever, Tnus writ this Few 
30d hen he little imagined that this very High-Prieſt 
rig hom he expected, and this Word of God which he 
ce i eſcribes, wes nov already come into the World. 


In the next place, let us conſider what Authority 


con- 

d to is Meſſias was to have when he came upon Earth, 
ſuge iind whether he ſhould change and abrozare the Law, 
h if Moſes, which the Fews deny he had Power to do. 
none e that are Chriſtians, hold with St. Paul in Galati- 
d in , &c. That the Law was given to the Jews, but 
1s infor a time, and that its outward Signs and Ceremo- 
d 33Wies, the greateſt part whereof Typified the Meſſias to 
, andWome, was their School-maſter to bring them unto Chriſt, 
7 A Hind made nothing perfect; being very Burdenſome to 
and dem for the multitude of Obſervances; conſiſting prin- 
 HeMWpally in external Performances, and ſo a carnal and 
Fcripervile Law: A Law of Terror and Fear more than of 


ove and the Spirit of Liberty: A Law of Signs and 
ures, and conſequently to ceaſe when the Things 
gnified were come: A Law peculiar to, and proper 
Ir the ewe, and to be exerciſed in Judea alone, and 
at only in one City, namely, Feruſalem, whither e- 
ery Man was obliged to repair in Perſon three times 
Year, and ro offer Sacrifices there, and in no other 


je waW&0untry or Place befides, and therefore would nor 
-niouErve when the Meſſias came, who was to be King as 
the{WF©1! of the Gentiles as the Fews, nor be a Rule to all 


e People in the World that ſhould believe in him; 
t how could the Men repair thrice a Year, and the 
omen for their Purification after every Child · birth, 

co 


— 


OY 


Dutt of Zim ſhall go forth the Law, and the Word of ih 


F thence ſpread abroad throughout the World. Ar 
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to Jeruſalem, who dwelt in England, or the Eaſt WW hi 
: Weſt- Indies, as by the Law of Afoſes they were coi en 
manded to do. So that it is moſt evident, as we ha eri. 
ſaid, that this Law, as the Apoſtle ſays, was but hic 
bringing in of a better Hope by the which we draw nigh e. 
to Ged. And was but an Entertainment to N re 
Iſrael, to preſerve them from the Idolatry of t hic 
Etiant, who were much ſubject thereto, til Chr dern 
ſhould come and Ordain a perfect Law, a Law of LON, 
and Liberty, that ſhould be common to a!l Men, are 
neceſſary tor all Countries, Times, Places, aud pe en 
ſons; that ſhou'd be written upon our Hearts, auge / 
fhould be cafic, plain, full and clear, to the UnleariWolcr 
_ ed as well as the Learned, to the Poor as well as ther; 
Rich : In brief, a Law that ſhould chiefly conſiſt i Pat 
Good will, Beneficence and Charity, me 
Aud this Moſes ſigniſied to his People after he hi 
delivered the former Law to them in Deuteronomy 1418 #4 
When he ſaid, The Lord their God ſhuld raiſe up 4 PH her 
phet amorg their Brethren like unto him, unto whom th th 
ſhould hearken. As tho' he had ſaid, you ſhall hear ge 
till he come, who muſt be a Law-giver like my ſeli ent 
bur of a more perfect Law, and therefore more car Vel 
fully to be Heard aud Obcyed. And he adds, rhafie*h! 
whoſbever ſhould tor hearken to the Words which Id 3 


Mould ſpeak in his Name, God would require it © 
him. And Haiah Propheciech more plainly, Chap. 


Lord from Jeruſalem, Which cannot be underſtood 

Afſes's Law, which was Publiſned eight hundrc 
Years before from Mount Sinai. But Chriſt Law w 
_ firſt promulgated from Sion and Feruſalem, and tro: 


the Prophet Malachi rells the Fews, Chap. 1, I 
God had no pleaſure in them, nor in their Sacrific 
bur chat from the riſing of the Sun to its going down 
Name ſhould be great among the Gentiles, and in cy 
ry place Incenſe aul a pure Offering ſhould be offere 


wh : ' | | 
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his Name, which ſhould be great among the Hea- 
Wen ; which intimates a Reprobation of the Jewiſh 
Wcrifiecs, and conſequently of the Law of . Moſes, 
Which confifted principally cherein : And that among 
e Gentiles there ſhould be a pure manner of Saeri- 
e more acceptable to God than the other, and 
nich might be performed in every place of the World, 
a nor be tyed to one Country only, as the Aſafalcul 
w, and Sacrifice wis: And finally, God himſelf de- 
„aul res concerning the ſame in 22 Ch. 20. I gave 
| pe em Statutes that were not good, and Judgments whereby 
„ a ey ſbould not live. That is, they were not good to be 
fear yoſerv'd perpetually, nor ſhould they live is them for 
Nerz; bur til! the time that he had appoidted, which 
particularly determined in Jer. 3 1. Behold the days 
me ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new Covenant 
e hi ih the Hoſe of Iſrael and of Fudahnot according to that 
y 1189 their Fathers, when I brought them out of Egyft. 
a P hereby t'is manifeſt that at the coming of Chrift ir- 
n th the World, of whom and of hi Birth he ſpeaksart 
ar mrge in this Chapter; There ſhall be a New Teſte. 
r ſelF<nt and Law different from the Old, given to the 
car HVaelites at their coming out of RH t. From all that 
 rhaſWarh been ſaid, it appears, that in all Ages it was fore- 
ch id and promiſed that Chriſt ſhou'd be God as well 
; Man, and ſhould have power to alter the Law 
Moſes, which was to continue but for a time, and 
eſtabliſh a New and better Covenant that ſhould en« 
re for c ver. — 
Now tho” this may be ſufficient to eſtabliſn any Man 
wth therein, yet for the further confirming thereof, 
e Holy Scriptures foretel every particular Act, Ac 
dent and Circumſtance of Importance thar ſhall + 
n concerning the Coming, Incarnarion, Birth, Lite, 
ath, and Reſurrection of the Meſſias, As for Ex- 
ple 3 The particular. Time and Seaſon wherein he 
ould appear in Gen. 9. 11. That he ſhould be born 
4 Virgio, 1/alah 7. 14. Behold a Virgin ſhall conceive 


= 


- 
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and bear a Son, That he ſhould be born in Bethlebe 
Mcab 5. 1, afore-mention'd. That at His Birth, 
the Infants round about-Bethlehem, ſhould be f11in .. 
his ſake, Jer. 3 . 15. A voce was hexrd in Ramab, | 
mentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping: for 
children refuſed to be c mforted becauſe they were n 


offer Gifts to him, Pſalm. 72, 10. The Kings of 719 

- Thiſh andthe Ba ſhall bring Preſents. The Kings of S 
F ba and Seba Vl 
ſented by h's Mother in the Temple of Feruſale 


Hare ye the way of the Lord, &c, Mal. 3. 1. Behold, if 
will ſend my Meſſenger, and be ſhall prepare the way ii 
fore me, ; 


tot cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his Voice to be heard in 


Pre ach good Tidings to the Meek, to bind up the Broly 


. ah ſhall be cut off, but not for himſelf. To finiſh 


S .ouſneſs, That he ſhou'd be berray'd of his own Diſcip 


Tnat the King of the Eaſt ſhould come to adore at 


hall offer Gifts. That he ſhould be pi 
Mal. 3. 1. The Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly co 


t his Temple. That he ſhould fly into Egypt, and iP 


called thence, Hiſea 11. 1. I called my Son out 
Egypt. That n Baptiſt ſhould go before him, aii 
40. 2. The voice of him that cryeth in the Wilderneſs, p 


After this that Chriſt ſhould begin his Preachin 
with all Humilicy and Quietneſs, 1/a. 42. 2. He ſhi 


Street. That he ſnould do wonderful Miracles, at 
heal all Diſeaſes, Jaiabh 35. 5. Behold, your God wi 
come and {ave you ; Then the Eyes of the Blind ſhall be 
.pened, and the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be unftopped z 

ſhall the Lame leap like as an Hart, and the Tongue o 
Dumb ſing, Iſaiah 60. 2. The Lord hath anointed me 


hearted, to proclaim liberty to the Captives, and the oj 
ing of the Priſon to them that are bound, That he ſhou 
Dye for the Sins of the World, Dan. 9. Aid the M 


Tranſgreſſiin, to make an end of Sins, and to make a 
conciliation for Iniquizy, and to bring in everlafting Righ 


Pſalm 41. 9. Mine own familiar Friend in whom I tr 
bath life up his heel again me, Pſalm, 35.14. For it 


= 
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4 un Enemy that reproached me, but thou O Man, mine 
„ Guide, and my Acquaintance. That he ſhould. 
þ, Nea for Thirty pieces of Silver, Zechar. 17. 12. 


» think good, give me my price, and if not forbear ; ſo 
weighed for my price thirty pieces of Silver, That 


"> y ſhould buy the Potters Field with the Money. 
e 13. And the Lord ſaid unto me, caſt it unto the 


er 2 grodly price that I was prized at of them. That 

mould ride ro Feruſalem upon an Aſs, Zech. 9. 9. 

ice O daughter of Zion and Jeruſalem, Behold iy 
he cometh unto thee; he is juſt, and having Salvation, 

h, and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt the Fole 


25 A. That the Jens ſhould Beat, Puffer, and Spit 
Tſai on his Face, Tfaiah 50. 6. Igave my back to the Smi- 
„. and my 22 to them that plucked off the Hair, 1 
557 mM JUS] face from ſhame and TJpttting, That they 


.Mou'd whip and wound his Body before they pur him 


pay | Death, Ig. 53. He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, 
chin 4 bruiſea fe r our Iniquit ies, by his ſtripes we were heal- * 
* ſo That they ſnou d put him to Death among Thieves * 


d MalefaQors, verſe 12. He war numbred with tranſ- 
rs, and he bare the fin of many. That they ſhould 
e him Vinegar to Drink, divide his Apparel and caſt 
ts for his upper Garments, Pſalm 6g. 22. and 22. 
g. In my thirſt they gave me Vinegar to drink. They 
t my Garments among them, and caft lots upon my Ve- 
re. That he ſhould riſe again from Death the third 


Bro, Hoſea 6. 2. After two days he will revive us, the 
e op wird day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his fight, 


hat he ſhould fir at the Right Hand of God his Father 
r ever, Pſalm 110. 1. The Lord hath ſaid unto my 
ord, fit thou at my right band; thou art a Prieſt for 
ey, Ke. N 

Theſe, and a great number more of other particu- 
pr Cifcumſtances, were revealed in the Old Teſta- 
lent concerning the Meſſias, ſome four, ſome two, 
dme one Thouſand, and others eight Hundred Years” 
Store Chriſt was Born, and were afterward Beret 


W A2 


— 


N 
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22 
Ffulſill'd in his Perſon, And theſe Prophecies havin 


* of any Truth before it come to paſs, than there is tha 


cComipg in che Fleſh : Tho they were to receive thei; 


ed from all other People in the World; fo the Ce 


rupt, their Divine Knowledge being clouded with Ido- 


2 - TheViſtozy of the 


been handed down to us by 4 People, who have the 
teateſt hatred toward Chriſtians, and the ſame beity 
zund in their Bibles, Word for Word as in ours, d 
the Infallibility and Certainty of which Hebrew Sci. 
ures there is abundant Evidence, it can hardly be 
imagined that there can be a mere clear Manifeſtatia 


Jeſus Chriſt is the True Meſſiah, the Son of God, ani 
che Saviour of the World, | 


All theſe Conſiderations might Convince the Jew, WR” * 
it they were not under a Judicial Obduration and hard. d N 
neſs of Heart, for their wiltul Obſtinacy in not be- d "ue 
lieving in Jeſus : However, the Gentiles were nor or 
without ſome inſight into the Myſteries of Chriſt Jeſu-** 


principal Knowledge in this Affair from the Fews to 
whom che Meſſiah was firſt promiſed; and from whom 
the Gentiles had the Holy Scriptures, which prophe- 
cieth both of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, For befides 
that notice which divers Gentiles might have from the 
Hebrew Bible, which was in the Greek Tongue ſome 
Apes before Chriſt was Born, or by Converſation with 
the Fews, with whom many Pagans lived Familiarly; 
There were three Ways whereby they might have 
_ Underſtanding of the Incarnation of the Son of 

od. | 

1. By Tradition, for it is evident, that as the 
ews teceived divers Matters by Succeſſion from their 
bore-fathers, and they again from Moſes, and Mv/*: 
from the Patriarcht, Facod, Laac, and Abraham, wi: 
was the firſt Man, from whom the whole Nation of 
Iſrael procceded, and in «hom they were d iſtinguiſ 


files alſo had the ir Traditiom and Monuments of, Anci- 
quity, tho! che lower they came, were ſtill more Cor- 


att So the Romans had their earni from the ö 2 
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ptians, and the Egyptians from the Chaldeans, who 
re the firſt People in the World that were Inftru- 


d in Divine Matters, by Adam, Methuſalem, Noab, 
d ochers of che moſt Ancient Fathers. 


: > After the Flood, ( faith Euſebius) there were three 
* mous Men Comemporaries, Abraham whoſe Proge- 
£ „r was Heber, from whom. the Fews-were called 


brews, and Fob, a famous, Inftance of Patience, Ho- 
teſs and Virtue, And allo Zofoaftes, who tho' not 
cheir Lineage, but a Heathen or Gentile, as they 
dw are called, but not formerly, yet was a very Lear- 
d Man, of which he left Teſtimonies to Poſterity ; 
d living in Abraham's time, might Converſe with No- 


be. „for Abrabam was Born Sixty Years before Noah's 
| 2 ceaſe, and Naab was Born about five Hundred Years 
or fore Methuſalem dy'd,and Metbuſalem liv'd two hun- 


and forty Years with our firſt Parent Adam, who 
d enjoyed Converſation both with God and Angels, 


<8 ereby no doubt he could diſcover many Secrets, 
gde yſteries, eſpecially concerning Chriſt, in whom, con- 
the Ned all his hop: of the Redemption of his Poſteriry; 
— ich ſecret knowledge, it is probable, Abrabam, Fob, 
py caſtes, and others who lived at that time with 


m, might receive at the third hand from Noah, 
his three Sons, Shem, Ham, and Faphet, who had 
d before the Flooa, and had ſeen Merhuſalem,who 
$ {0 long Converſant with Adam. | 

From whence it comes to paſs, that there are ſo 
ny evident Intimations in the Writings of Zoroaftes, 
2 Genrile, concerning the Son of God; and ochers 
more plain in thoſe of Hermes Triſmegiſtus, who 
bis Scholar, and afterwards dwelt in Egypt. Theſe 
| Pagan Philoſophers, having manifeſt underſtand- 
of che Second Perſon in the Trinicy, whom Tyiſ-- 


ark Jus calls, The firſt begotten Son of God, bis only Son, 

Por. , Immutable and Incorruptible Son, whoſe Sa- 

;. aue is Treff able, or not to be expreſt, After him, 
the .“ -/fiod, and the P antonifls, who were Grect- 
| 7 2 ans, 
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n Che Hiſtoz bf the 


. ans, Writ to the ſame purpoſe concerning the Son o 


ledge of Chriſt from certain Propheteſſes called Sibil; 
niies in Greek, according to Lactantius. Theſe Wo: 


ns : Tho' the Heathens, to whom they were ſpoken, 


Be lay'd four hundred Years, and eighty one, 


Till che World's Frame diſſolve, and time hal! «i 
4 -- Sibilla Lybica, is ſaid to bea Native of IAI. 


Shall be ro Fleſn eſpouſed, Oh who can ſeaig 
This Myſtery, uniting God and man? 


God. f f 
2. The Gentiles might have ſome glimmering Knoy. 


or the Revealers of God's Councils, as their Name fi; 


men, who were reckoned to be Ten in number, and 
to have the Spirit of Prophe ſie, uttered many Speech 
es concerning Chriſt, very agreeable to thoſe of thi 
Fewiſh Prophets, or rather in more plain Terms that 


underſtood them not. Of which I ſhall inſert ſome 
few of the moſt pertinent. 

Sibilla Parſica Bofn in Perſia, is ſaid to be the mo 
Ancient, who Prophecied thus of Chriſt. 

© From Adam unto Noah, it appears, 
« Were Fifteen Hundred, Six and Fifry Years. 
© To make up che firſt Age; and from rhe Flood, 
Two Hundred Ninety two are underſtood, 
© To Abraham: From him 1/rael to Free, 
« From Egypt, makes Five Hundred, adding three, 
« Till of King Solomons Temple the firft Stone 


« Four hundred fourteen Years there then will be, 
© To Babylons diſtreſt Captivity. 
The ſiæt hAge from Bondage will be ſcen, 


To make up juſt fix hundred and Fourteen. - Rae, 
In which Year of a Virgin ſhall be Bora, CT ©; 
© The Prince of Peace, Crown'd with a wrea:" « redio 


Him the Seventh Age ſhall follow, and extend 


to ſpeak thus. . 
A King, a Prieſt, a Prophet, all theſe 'T pre 
Shall mect in One; Sacred Divinity _ 


« wh 


ö 


* 


— 


Ann 


When this rate. Birth into the World ſhall come, 
n d. He, the Great God of Oracles ſtrikes dumb. 


nn 55,14 Delpbica, was born near the Temple of Apolle 
"Wat De!ph:s, and is ſaid to have Propheſied thus. 
An Angel fhall deſcend and ſay, 
© Bleft Mary, Hail to thee; 
© Thou ſhalt conceive, bring forth a Son, 
© Yet a pure Virgin be. 
Three Gifts the Ch.:ides to thy Son, | K 
Shall offer with much Piety, 
Myrrhe to a Man, Gold to a king, 
c And Iacenſe to a Deity, 


Sibylla Cumea, was one of the Priefteſſcs of Apollo, 

Born at, Cuma in alia, and is faid to preditt what 

ollows. 

The Ancient of Days ſhall yield to Time, 

And the Creator to a new Creation: 

he Deicy and God-hcad moſt ſublime, 

Shall Man become, to Ranſome every Nation. 

Dye to make others Live, and every Crime | 
Committed by them ſince the World's Foundation, 

Take on himſelf; and then to Hell deſcending, 

Shall bring to Heav'n all on his Grace depending. 


Sibylla Samia, ſo named from the Ille of Sam, 
where ſhe was Born; ſome think ſhe had the fighe ©. | 


1 3 me. * of Elias, from whence ſhe thus 
: red! 6 | c | 
* The World ſhall in fix thouſand Years expire, 


By Water once, but then deſtroy!d by Fire, 
+, ol IVE firſt cwo thouſand Void; the next the Law, 
r laft cwo under the Mefpus's Awe. 

ce, Repoſe by Sabbath is expreſt; 1 

| 10 Moon and Stars, all ching ſhall then have reſt. i 
SI Cumana, having declared in her Oracle the ⁵⁶ 

&cthon of the A(hrian, ** Perſian and Gree 

| lan 
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© Grecian Monarch ies, ſpeaks thus of the Roman. 


The Hiſtory of the 


When Rome ſhall in dominion grow High, H 
ger proud Towers from 7 Hills braving the Sky, 1 
And ſhall ſubdue the World ; in thoſe bleſt days, V 
Shall come a King of Kings, and he ſhall raiſe E 

* Another Generation, greater far, 8 Ic 
Then all Monarchs before him are. $ 
In Majeſty and power; but in that day hi 
So humbie he ſhall nor refuſe to pay, 6 

_ * Tribute to Ceſar; Ah! Thrice happy he, T. 
Who ſhail his Subject and his Servant be. T. 
Sibilla Europea, of an uncertain pedigree and Coun- w 
try, is recorded to have Propheſied thus. W 

* When the great King of all the World ſhall have,] Tt 

No place on Earth by which he can be known, Th 
When he that comes all Mortal Men to fave, Hi. 
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Then wonder, when the troubhd World & appeaſe 
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© Shall find his own Lite by the World o'erthrown. F Tr 
* When the Juſt One, ſhall muck Injuſtice have, Þ Tr 
And the great Judge be Judged by his Own; T. 
Wen by his Death he Drath to Death hath given 
© Then ſhali be opened wide the Gates of Heaven. 
Sibilla Tiburtina, who derives her name from che 


led 


River Tiber at Rome, having deſcanted upon the ſevegst. . 
Wonders of the World, as they were accounted of t. 
| Faith 


that Age, concjudes this. 


What at cheſe Trifles Fands the World Amaz d, 
* And hath on them with Ad mitation Gaz d. 


* He ſhall geſe ud who made chem thet mad ret, 
Sibill “ Erithrea, - was born in B b, an A Dia 

Nation, Daughter to Beroſus, a Fam us Aﬀtrolug' 

She ſp. «ks of C-rift after his manner. 

. © By the great Or:cles rhe time's Afi n'd, 

© When God himfe't, in pity to Mack nd, 

+ Snali com from ic aver, and be on Earth Ius 

' Innocent, aud a Lemb Immiculate. | 

© And a mighty K g yer Fiſh rmen 

Shall be bis followess, and Subject chen. 


5 
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Holy JESUS 27 
He Wan mie. Aud Pride wicht all that's Evil, 
Humiliro in l. qu: And tue np Sword, j 
A Witt wiricn they fia t, (hl: ve the Sacred Word; 
| Eftab!iſhcon a Rock, From w.i.ci Foundation 

It ſhill be itlicn divel,d roevery Nation. 

Sibi Agyptia, Viop'ecicd ot the Number Three, 

hick haviog Deſcaared upon at large, ſhe adds 

But which ot us obſer ves : Szcred Three? 

Three perlons, but one God in Unity? 

That individual Elſence who dares Scan, 
oun- Which is, ſhall be, and ere the World began, 

Was in Eternity? When of theſe Three, | 
have That do compoſe the Holy Trinity? |. 

The Second Perſon, Wiſdom ſhall Intomb, " 
e, His Majeſty within a Virgin's Womb. 9 
n. F True Man, True God, {till to that bleſt Three linkt, 
ave, F True Light ſhall ſhinc, and falſe Stars be extinſt. 
Theſe, and other Prophecies of the Sibils were 
pivenithoughr of ſuch great Importance for confirming the 
en. Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, that they are oſten 
m chqqalledged by Zuftin Martyr, Origen, Ractantius, St. Cyril, 
eve St. Auguſtine, Euſebius, and other Learned Fathers 
ted 1Nof the Primitive Church againſt the Enemies of the 
Faith, of Jeſus; And the firſt Chriſtian Emperor 
nazd, Nonſtant ine the Great, ſent a Learned Diſcourſe to 

a Council of Biſhops in his days, to Vindicate the 
ppealfuadoubred Authority of them after he had examined 
ele. che matter with the greateſt Nicery and Diligence, 
ia ud this may ſeem co be one chief cauſe of his con- 
„ ant Zeal and Favour towards Chriſtianity, 72 

Frais excellent-Prince makes it therein Evident; 


. 


ö . * Pecdictions could nor be invented by Chri- 


s after our Saviour's Nicivity. 1. Becauſe © 
Wes Parro, a learned Roman, who lived one 
ungred Years before Chriſt was Born, gives an 
edunt at large of the Number, Writing, Coun- 
& and Ages of the Ten Sibils, and of the Aus 

| B 2 „„ 
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Wich whom ava nit the World, he Fleſh and Devil, 


26 The Hiſtorp ok the 


Grecian Monarchies, ſpeaks thus of the Roman. W 
When Rome ſhall in dominion grow High, He 
'* Her proud Towers from 7 Hills braving the Sky, Hi 
And ſhall ſubdue the World; in thoſe bleſt days, ® w 


Shall come a King of Kings, and he ſhall raiſe © E. 
Another Gencration, greater far, ra It 
Then all Monarchs before him are. . 
© In Majeſty and power; but in that day hic 
© So humble he ſhall nor refuſe to pay, 6 
_ © Tribute to Ceſar ; Ah! Thrice happy he, * Tt 
Who ſhail his Subject and his Servant be. TI 


© Sibilla Europea, of an uncertain pedigree and Coun w 
try, is recorded to have Prophefied thus. W 
* When the great King of all the World ſhall have Th 
No place on Earth by which he can be known, Th 
When he that comes ail Mortal Men to fave, Hit 
© Shall find his own Lite by the World o'erthrown. Tr. 
« When the Juſt One, ſhall! muck Injuſtice have, Þ Tri 
And the grear Judge be Judged by his Own; Ti 
* When by his Death lie Death to Death hach giverfhou 
© Then ſhali be opened wide the Gates of Heaven, rut 
Sibilla Tiburtina, who derives her name from tlled 
River Tiber at Rome, having deſcanted upon the ſev:ie, . 
Wonders of the World, as they were accounted pf t 
that Age, concjudes this. . Faich 
What at theſe Trifles Fands the World Amaz d, 
* And hath on them with Ad mitation Saz d. 
* Then wonder, «hen the troublid World r appeal 
© He ſhall geſc ud who made chem. thet mad t ele 
SibillſE,ithrea, was born in B blen, an Abri 
Nation, Daughter to Beroſus, a Fam us Aſtrolog- 
She ſp. «ks of Crit after his manner. 
© By the great Oracles rhe time's Afi n'd, 
Wien God himfe't, in piry to Mack nd, 
s Snali com frem Heaven, and be on Earth Fac: 
Innocent, aud a Lemb Immiculate. f 
And bo a mighty K. g yer Fiſh rmen 
Shall be his foliowe;s, and Subject chen. 
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Wich whom 1a nit the World, he Fleſh and Devil, 
Ac Wann make. Aud Pride wich all that's Evil, 
A Humiliry in qi: And mm th-:p Sword, g 
ys, Wirn wiica they sn, ch i be the Sacred Word; 
E ſtabliſnt on a Rock, Fm Wwͤiun Foundation 
It ſhill be ilicn drvulg'd roevery Nation. | 
Sibill: Fgyptia, Hop ecicd of the Number Three, 
kick havibg Defcaired upon at large, the adds 
But which ot us obſerves dhe Szcred Three? 
* Three Perions, but one God in Unity? 
That individual Eilence who dares Scan, 
Zoun# Which is, ſhall be, and ere the World began, - 
Was in Erernizy? When of theſe Three, 
have# That do compoſe the Holy Trinity? 
| The Second Perſon, Wiſdom ſhall Intomb, 1 
e, | His Majeſty within a Virgin's Womb. | 
vn. True Man, True God, ſtill to that bleſt Three linkt, 
ave, Þ True Light ſhall ſhinc, and falſe Stars be extinct. 
Theſe, and other Prophecies of the Sibils were 
houglit of ſuch great Importance for confirming the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, that they are often 
lledged by Juſtin Martyr, Origen, Lactantius, St. Cyril, 
Se, Auguſtine, Euſebius, and other Learned Fathers 
df the Primitive Church againft the Enemies of the 
Faith, of Jeſus; And the firſt Chriſtian Emperor 
onſt ant ine the Great, ſent a Learned Diſcourſe to 
Council of Biſhops in his days, to Vindicate the 
appcalWadoubred Authority of them after he had examined 
r eſeſſſhe matter with the greateſt Nicety and Diligence, 
ria Ind this may ſcem co be one chief cauſe of his con- 
log“ Wor Zeal and Favour towards Chriſtianity, 72 
This excellent-Prince makes it therein Evidentg 
cheſe Predictions could not be invented by Chri- 
ys after our Saviour's Nicivity. 1. Becauſe 
eus Parro, a learned Roman, who lived one 
Wngred Years before Chriſt was Born, gives an 
Kedunt at large of the Number, Writing, Coun- 
and Ages of the Ten Sibils, and of the Au- 
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—— TheHiltoyof the 
8 thors chat mentioned chem before his Time. That 
their Prophecies were Collected from all parts of the 
World by che Romans, and carefully preſerved by the 
2 High-Prieſt, and to be read by none but certain Ma. 
Liſfrates called Fiftine, much les falſified, That 5. 


lla Erithrea lived about fix hundred Years after W. 
Flood, and before the Wars of Tray, as 4p: WP" 
dorus, Varro, &c. Her Country- men tcftifie, That 

Me Prophecy'd, char Troy ſhould be deſtroyed by the Or. 

- Greclans, which as above one thouſand Years betore 
Chriſt's Incarnation, and that Marcus Tullius Cicero 
- who was [lin forty Years before his Nativity, trau. 
=. . lated her Verſes into Latin, And in ſeveral of his 
DOrations intimates, that one of the Sibyls Prophetic d. . 
That a Great King ſhould ariſe and Govern all te“ 
World, at which both He and the Senate of Ros nor 
= feem'd much, concera'd, apptehending it was meant M.. 
of Fulius Ceſar, and therefore this Famous Otator 2 
declaiming againſt him, ſay:, Let not our Priefts by . 
amy mcans declare, that che Sibyls have Predicted, 45 
chat a King ſhould Rule in Rome, ſince neither the MEE 
&. Gods nor Men will ſuffer any King to Reign over * 
| 2 this City. a Ws 


| Conſtantine likewiſe Alledges, That before Chriſt 
was Born, Auguſtus Ceſar, had ſuch a Value for the Ts 
E-  Sibyls Prophecies, that Suetonius ſays, he depofired M.*? * 
E them under the Altar of Apollo in the Palatine Hill, ” 
of which none but his particular Favourites was to Lg | 
Fare a fight, and che Poet Virgil being one of thoſe, or ; 
bad ſcen ſoma of them, wherein it was Pro- ö 

pheſſed, That the great Ordinance of God, from i 


8 = 7.7 

.beginnin the World ſhould be now fulfilled, that be $ / 

4 2 Rs cone, Evan Golden Age return, ud PE 

wm again, 4 New Progeny or Off-ſpring is ſent down Hm S G 
Heaven; e dearly beloved Son of God; whog 0902 . 
WEE our Leader and Captain, the Sins of the World Ni! h. 


e away: Theſe and many other Ezprefſiont, cf 
= hs kind (ſaith this renowacd Emperor) bas Indice e 
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5 Holy JESUS. 


bn to count theſe Sibyls, Blefled, whom our Szylour 

tie. ated ro chuſe for Prophets, to forerel ro the 

the World, what the Divine Provideace had deſigned for 
Ma- ne Good of Mankind. — 2 
S. And there may this be added alſo for the Re putzti- 

NM. ast cheſe Prophecies. 1. That Con ſt antine iuſiſts 

olo- ay on the T:ſtimony of ſuch Wricers as lived be- 

"hat ore Chriſt was Born, or the Nam? of Chriſtians 


noueht of, 2. That he offered theſe Proofs to the 
onfideration of a great Council of Learned Men, 
That he had P:iver and Opportunity ro ſee and 
amine the Original in the Roman Treaſury. 4. That 
e had leveral L-arned Men about him, parcicularly 
mus, wh made an exact Seruriny into the Au- 
hority of the ſe Pregictions, and coatrmed the Truth 


n aſtical Riſtorian. Laſtly, Con{t2ntins was the firſt* 
aro e riſtian Emperor in the World, and lived three hun- 

ts by red Years after Chriſt, when che Roman Records 
cted, Wore entire, and would never have taken fo much 


ins about this ma tec, had not he thought ĩt a. ching 


ariſtian Religion. 


hriſt 3. Let us bricfly Conſider the Conſeſſion of Ora 
geg J concerning the Coming of Chriſt, ſpecially; 


owards the Approach thereof, Among others, A 
iefſt of Apollo, enquiring of his Oracle concerning 
od and the True Religion, had this Anſwer in 


heb containeth All, will ſhortly compel me to forſabe 
s Habitation, and utter no more Oracles, After 


* 
: t enquire of the Oracle of Apollo at Delphos, 
7 ſhou'd be his Succefſor, and what ſhould hap- 


py after his Death. The Oracle wis long Silent, | 


« the Emperor continued to offer mighty Sacti- 
9 B. 3 2 fices, 


— 
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them; as doth Euſebius a'fo that Famous Eccle- 
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great Importance for the Confirmation of the 


eek : 0 thou unhappy Prieſt, why doſt thou ash me of i 
od who is the Father of all things ? That moſt renown- al 
King, and his dear and only Son, and the Spirit 


Auguſtus Ceſar growing aged, would needs 4 


30 The Piſtoꝛp of the 

* tices and at length Apollo, as if inforced. ſaid in 

Hebrew Child, which ruleth over all Gods” Coparant Ni 
me fo leave this Habitation, and to return forthwith in 

Hell; Auguſtus, being much Surpriz'd at this ſtrane cha 


—— 


—_— — — —  — A w _ 


+. Anſwer, returried to Rome, and ſoon aſter, crete | 
an Altar with this Inſcription, To the firſt beg:tren Si Ble 
of God, : wh 


Foſephus, in his Antiquities teſtifies, that aboul ing 
the time of our Savicur's Birth, many remarkable 
Prodigies happened, which occaſioned the Magician tha 
or Wiſe Men in their Predictiocns to conclude thal ren 
ſome extraordivary Perſon would ſhortly appear in Pe) 

the World. Which Preſaget, ſome learned Perſon Ap 
apply'd to Auguſius Ceſar, who then Reigned Prof thei 
Iperouſly ; bur the more Divinely inſpired, interpret Pye 
ed it to Signific him, who, as, Iſaiah Prophecy'd| La 
Thou!d have the Government upon his Shoulderff Pea! 
even the Saviour of the World: For beſides wha The 
if | the Eyangelifts mention of the Angels appearing iq mne 
the Shepherds, and the Star which, direQed the ſurr 
Wiſe Men to our Saviour, it # Recorded by Pay not] 

ö 


Horatius and Eutropius, Secretaries to Auguſtus, and one 
likewiſe by Euſebius, that at the time cf his Birth ef 


— bY 


| a Fountain of pure Oil broke forth in a publick Ir the 
_ Rome, Running very fieely a whole day; and 


that at Noon in a fair day, a Circle was ſeen about t mer 
Sun, as_Refplendenr as the Sun it ſell. Cemeſin out 
in his Scholaſtick Hiftory affirms, that on the Cay Pag; 
of the Birth of Chriſt, a Temple at Rome Dedicate belie 
to the Goddeſs Pax, fell to the Ground, addingp® tt 
that when it was firſt built by the Romans, the y inÞ442 

quired of the Oracle cf Apollo, how long ir ſhcut _ 
F& continue? who anſwered ; Even till 'a Virgin ſha 4 

briog forth a Child, which they judged itmpo1i1pt — 
and that therefore their Temp'e ſhould endure, ep 
Eternity; yet at the Virgin's bearing a Child, cvs e 8 
ce King of Heaven, it fell to the Euth. Lal iſh 
WE aca de Den his Hiſtory of Spain, Writes he feu 
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d, ia Ancient Chronicles, that by Computation, the ſame 
mana Night wherein our Saviour was Born, there appeared 
vith io Spain at Mid-nighe a Cloud with fo great à Light, 
ſtrane chat ic ſeemed like Mid-day. 0 4 


rette 


Let not the Reader think this Introduct on to our 
Fen &. 


Bleſſed Lord's Life Tedious or Impertinent, ſince by 
what has been mention'd, it is manifeſt that his com- 
abou ing into the World was foretold both to ew and Gen-. 
rk, bla %, by all the Ways that can poſſibly be imagined, "i 
ician that is, by Prophecies, Signs, Prodizies, Figures, Ce- 
e tha remonies, Traditions, and by the Confeſſion of the 
ear i Devils themſelves in their Oracle. Neither was his 
erſon Appearance only predicted, but likewiſe the Deſign 
prof thereof, namely to be the Saviour of the World, ro 
rprerfy Dye for the Sins of Mankind, and to eſtabliſh a new 
ecy'd]] Law, and a better Covenant, and that he ſhould ap- 
ulden Pear in the likeneſs of Man, in Poverty, Humility, e. 

WBI The Time alſo of his Appearence was declared, with 
ing i} the manner of his Birth, Life, Actions, Death, Re- 
d rhd ſurreRion and. Aſcenſion, 


Pa nothing more required to the fore-knowledge of any 1 


1 
3 


f 
1 


þ 
1 
4 


F, andy one thing to come, than was delivered concerning the 
zirth J Meſſias, before Chriſt or Chriſtians were heard of in 
K in} the World, > 


; and I ſhall now proceed to 


ut ig mer Particulars in order, and firſt of che Birth of 
me [ing gut Saviour. Ic is generally agreed b | 


e n, Fewiſh, and Chriſtian, That Je 
ate believe to be the true Chriſt, was Born in December 25, 
a the forty firſt Year of the Reign of the Emperor 


in Aguſtus, which was fifc Y | 
eV ih „ Wl cen Tears before his 
hut ended; and in the thirty third Year of the geiz | 
n ſh f Herod in Jadea, about four Years before high 
witty and according to common Account - four 
re, nd Years after the Creation: At which time 

ce. 


te of the World ſtood thus: If | 
407, Perfis ha The three 'þ 


132 - The Hiſtoꝛp of the 
Roman, and greater than alt the reſt, Succeeded, ac- 
cording to the Prophecy of Danfel, five hundred 
Years before, chap, 2. at which time he ſays, Th 
God of Heaven ſhall ſet up a Kirgd:m, which fall 
- break in pieces and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and 
” ſhall ſtand for ever. 

Octavius Cælar, Surnamed Anzufuys, after five Ci. 
vil Wars wherein he was ingazed with many ether 
Troubles and much Blood ſhed, was now advanced 
to the Imperial Throne, and Reigntd praceably 
many Years, and in Token of Urniveria! Trarquilicy, Wag 
the Temple of 7arnus, always open in time of War Mil 
SE was now ſhur, which had happened but twice before tho? 
gs from che bui'ding of Rome till thai time; And the 
very ame | ay that Chriſt was born, as was afrer 

+ obſerved, the Senzre of Rome offering co beBow the 
Title of Lord upon Auguſtus Ceſar, he reſuſed 
i, ſignifying thereby, that after the Miſcrics and 
Deſoſa ions which the World had fuſtaincd for many 
Tear, Liberty, Peace and Securicy, were now eſta- 
bliſhed. Some write, that he den'ed himſelſ this Ho-. 
usdur, ſaying unknowingly, That a greater Lord than he 4 

Was rom come into che World, to whom that Title f, 

more juſtly belong'd. And hereby the Prophecy of þ, 
ET/aiah (who lived above five hundred Years before 
Daniel) was fulfilled, who calls Chriſt Jeſus The Prince, 
J Peace, and ſays, The People ſhould fit in Peace, and 
ere ſhould be no end of Peace. And in Plaim 71, 

Ir is faid, In his days ſhall be abund auce of Peace. Which 
= tho! it may be underſtood of cternal Peace and Tran 
Fauility of Soul; yer conſidering that external Peace 

was Neccfſary at that time for publiſhing the Goſp:l\þf + 
ard fince this Uhiverſal Peace was ſudden and uncs nent 
EEpcRcd, the Roman Monarchy being but newly eſtaRuhd; 
mea, it is 2 ſtrong Argument that this was che timehme x 
E Efore-ordained for the coming of the Meſſias. F Dy 
to be particular State of Judea at Jeſus's Ny "wy 
Etivicy, Feſenbus the Jem who was Born ions of F< 
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R . 811 
ears after Chriſt's : 9 
of. Herod, a ſtranger, Whoſe Father called Antipate', * N 
| 


9 e 


. 


Paſſion gives this Account there- 


ac · Name our of Idumea, had obtained ſuch Favour with "I 
ired ne Romans, by means of his Father, who was Rich, ' 
Th: Þolitick and Ambirious, and by his own Induſtry, WM 
ball he being likewiſe Comely, and every way qualify'd 


ardWor a Courtier, that at length Hrcanus King of 


udea, of the Houſe of David, and Tribe of Fudab, 1 


Ci-Mnarricd His Daughter to him, and made him Go» 
:rherfivernour of Galilee, Hyrcanis, after this, being taken 
ncedEPrifoner by the Parthians, and carried to that Coun» 
ably ery, Herod fled to Rome, and there by the Favour of 
lity. Wark Anthony, who ruled joyntly with Ocfauus, Au- 
War Neuſtas Ceſar, he obtained the Kingdom of Fudea ; i 
gre tho* Hhrcanus his Father-in-law was yet alive in 

chne 1 


Purthia; and likewiſe Ariſiobulus his younger Bro- 
aſtet Ither, with his three Sons Antiganus, Alexander, and WM 
the Lriſtobolus, and divers others of the Blood Royal of i 
ſuſed N yuden. But Herod having taken Poſſeſſion of the 
and Kingdom by his Subtiity, got them all into his 
many FHands and. murdered them; and Ikewiſe his Wife 
eſta· Nfiriamne, the Daughter of Hyrcanus, He alſo pur 
1s Ho. to Death forty of the Principal Noblemen of Fudeas Wl 
an he fand all the Sanhedrin, or leventy two Senators, of 
*＋ the Tribe of Judah, that Ruled the People, as Phila WM 
'CY U 
e fore che chief of rhe Sc of the Phariſees, and burned all Wi 
"rinc?, he Chronicles and Genalogies of all the Kings and 
e, and Princes of Judea, cauſing Nicholas Damaſcenus his 
A iftoriographer, to draw out his Pedigtee, and to af» WY 


Trau. nat Country. He ſold the Office of che High Prieft- nn 


Fand. And when all this was done, Je he of che 
me Heuſe and Line was Born in Berh/chem the Ciry Mi 


who was the ,firſt King of che Houſe f 


1 df the Family of Judah, t hat no part of any Govern- | is 


mo 9 wants Wwe 1 


Judas 
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ie Dory of the! 


ah. And then wal exactly ſulfilb'd the Prophecy 
or Old Facob ; That the Scepter ſhould not depart from 
Tudah, nor a Law-giver from between his Feet until Shi- 
Job come, and to him ſhaW the gathering of the People be, 
rod. 40, 10. f 

And tui thermore, all the Traditions and Obſer- 
Nations of the Acient Fews pointed at the Coming 
ot the Meſſias in the Reign of Auguſlus, and they 
bad ſuch great Expectations of him, that ſeveral 
Impoſtors took the Advantage thereof, and declared 
that they were the true Chriſts, who inſtantly drew 
great Number after them. Among others, Judas 
Galileus (as St. Luke calls him) and another 2 
both lewd Fellows. Alſo Antoages a Shepherd, and 
two others called Theudas and Egyptus, were noto- 
rious Deceivers; but above all theſe was Borcezbama, 
who (as the Jewiſh Talmud or Book of Precepts at- 
firms) was for thirty Years togecher received by the 
Nabbies themſelves for the Meſſias, till at laſt they 
Killed him becauſe they faw he was not able to de- 
liver them from their Subjection to the Romans. And 
from hence proceeded the Diligence of the Magi or 
Wiſe Men of the Eaſt in obſerving the Star, which 
they expected purſuant to the ancient Prophecy of 
EBalaam, Numb. 24. 17. There ſhall come a Star out of 
Nacob, and a Scepter ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, Sc. And 
therefore, as ſoon as the People heard of John the 
Baptiſt in the Wilderneſs, they ran to him, atking 
him if he were - Chriſt; and afrerwards carneſi!y 
urged the ſame Queſtion to our Saviour himſelf. So 
that as to che time of the Birth of Jeſus, rhere con- 


Curred a great number of Signs and Circumſtanc 5, N. 


as the general Peace of the World, the extinction 
of the Regal Line of Fudah, the arte ſtation of Ora- 
vles, the Obſervation of che Rabb'rs, he xtraordi- 
hary Expectation of all the Fews : The ExpericiCe 
of ſeventeen hundred and f1x Years _ 0 ap- 
pearcd, wherein we fee they in van expect anne 
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here ſhe uſually lived: She was eſpouſed to 7:/»pb,M 


"| "BYolp s — 9 
Nieſſias; their being diſperſt all over the World} 
without Temple, Law, Sacrifice, Prophet or Promile 
of their Redemption, whereas in all other their Caps 
vitcs and Afflictions, they had ſome comfortable i 
Prophecy or Promiſe of Deliverance z from all which. 
Conſiderations pur together, we may affuredly com 
clude, That Chriſt was Born exactly at the Time 
predicted by the Spirit of God, and conſequently, W 
that he only is the true Meſſiis and Saviour of the 
World. 4 
Now tho” the Holy Scripture does not Record the 
exact Time of the coming of Jeſus Chrift into the 
World, yer it furniſnes us wich ſeveral Jadications il 
that in che fifceench Year of the Reign of Tiberius Ceſar Ml 
he was about thirty Years of Age, and conſequently il 
that he was Born about fificen Years before the Death 
of Auguſtus, as we have already intimated; which 
Prince according to Suetonius, lived about ſeventy ſiæx 
Years, and at the Age of twenty received the Suc« Wl 
ceflion of Julius Ceſar his Unckle, killed in the Senate- 
Houſe by Brutus Caſſius, and others, to revenge whoſe ' 
Death he Aſſociates with Mark Anthony and Lepiaus, i 
and theſe three joyntly Govern'd the Roman Monarch 
for twelve Years; and after the Death cf the two 
latter, Augulius Reigned ſingly forty four Years; in 
the forty firſt of whoſe Reign, the Oracles of the Ho- 
ly Prophets being accompliſhed, and the time which 
Gd had appointed to declare his Mercy, and give 4 
Saviour to the World being come, Fe/us was. Born 4. 
bout four thouſand Years after the Creation of the 
World, Wo 
Hereupon the Ange] Gabriel was ſent from God, 
firſt-ro Zacharias, when he offered Incenſę in the 
Temple, to tell him that he ſhould have a Son WhO 
ſhould be called John, whoſe Birth was to be the Joy 
and Glory of Tracl. Six Months after, | 
the ſame Angel to the Virgin Mary at Nazareth, 
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999 The Hie of the 
who was of che Houſe of David, as ſhe alſo was, whon 
God gave c (o; a Guardian or protector of ker Tn 
ENoccice, being both Married, ſai h St. Af in, but uſed 
no Conjugal Embraces, atleaſt, untill God had ho: 
Voured their Marriage with the moſt Angelical Fruit 
© That ever appeared upon Earth; And to this end he 
ent the Angel Gabriel to the Holy Virgin, He found 
her alone, (as St. Ambroſe obſerves) and the Praite: 
© Which he gave her in his Salutation at firſt troubled 
ner, ſhe being apprehenſive of the Spirits of Dark 
+ neſs who Tran form themſelves into Angels of Light. 
She muſed within her ſelf at what ſhe ſaw and 
Fheard ; and by her Example, taught Holy Souls nor 
to be raſh and haſty, but to take ſome time to jud;e 
all things. "Tc 
The Angel knew her Trouble, and to avert it, 
aid, Fear not Mary, for thou haſt found Favour with 
E God: And behold thou ſhall conceive in thy Womb, and hom 
bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his Name Jejus, He ſbalſ umb 
be great and ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt, and[lons.- 
the Lord God ſhall give unto him the Throne of bis Fa- Pot im 
eher David, and he ſhall reign ver the Howſe of Facelind. 
far erer, and of his Kingdom there ſhall be no end, St. Nition 
Ane x, This Diſcourſe ſomewhat removed her 
& Surprize at his firſt Salutation, when he ſaid, Haily 
phon that art bighiy fauoured, the Lord is with thee 
Bleſſed art thou among Women, She heard withoutFame te 
diſcompoſure this Meſſage of the Angel, and only 
azked him, How what he had told ber could come to 
paſs, ſeeing ſhe knew not a Man? She asked thignd (aj 
Queſtion without wavering in the Faith, and withWe Fry 
out Curiofity, that ſhe might ſubmit her ſelf ro theot at 
Will of God, and follow punctually what he had O'Fas no 
dained. „ The Angel affured her, that Man ſhouidgn had 
have ud part in this Work, but that the Holy GholFilpole 
ſhould come upon her, and overſhaddow her, 119 whic 
would himſelf form in her the Child of which gat ex, 
| to be Mother; He at the ſame time * wk 
X W. ; * v1 
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nat had happened to her Couſin Elixabeih, aſſuring 5 
er, that that holy Woman w!.o pailed for Barren iu 
e Wcrid, was already Pregnant fix Months, by an 

ffect of the powerful Opcration of che Holy Spirit, to 


uit nom roching was impothb'e, 

hell Whetr the Bleſſed Virgin had recetved this Anſwer 
dom the Angel, ſhe applied her ſeff wholly to teſtiſy il 
ile God her perfect reſienation to his Will, which 


ie did in theſe humble Words, which a<mirably | 


\rkMiſcover the pious Diſpoſition of her Soul, Bebold 
ht. e Handmaid of the Lord, let it be t» me according to 
andy Word, And ſhe ſaid, My Soul doth magnifie the 


ord, and my Spirit hath rejyced in God my Saviour, 
cc. The Angel immediatcly 'ctc her with the Game” 
umility, ſhe not be ing a: all puft up with theſe happy 
ydin;s. And at this Moment the Son of God grew 
wit Nacarnate in her Holy Womb, She knew that thoſe 
andi hom God moſt favours, are moſt obliged to ꝓe 
ſhallz umble, and that every grew Grace from God, brings 
andylong with it a new Temptation to Pride, it we do 
Fa- ot immediately reſiſt it, by a perfet Humiliation of 
Facsggnind, For without ſtaying to conſider the high Con- 
St. ition whereunto ſhe was now raiſed, ſhe undertooœ 
Þ painful Journey co viſit her Coufia Elizabeth, who 
welt inthe Hill-Country, in a City of Fuda, and entring 
o the Houſe of Zacharias ſaluted Elizabeth; And it 
rhoutlame to paſs, that when Elizabeth heard the Salutation af 
on, the Babe leaped in her Womb, And Elizabeth was 8 
me ted with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpeak with à loud Voice, 
a thin ſaid, Bleſſed art thou among Women, and Bleſſed i 
| wipe Fruit of thy Womb, &c. The Holy Virgin, who was 
o th{Fot at all lifred up at what the Angel had told her, 
ad Ol no more elevated with the great Praiſes her Cou- 
ſhouagn had given her, She conſidered God as the free 
GholFilpoler of his Gifts, and her Humility as the Channe! 
r, i Which they were conyey'd to her, and ſhe utrered 
ich WE excellent Canticle aforemention'd, which may be 
:d hPlled, the Glory bf the Meck, and the Confuſion of 
W II | Proud, — — eren The 
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The Ride of che 


had committed. But when he was ready to do thi: 


l vine Child. For that which was conceived in her was 1 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and that ſhe ſhould bring forth a Son 


enjoining him to call his Name Feſus, fer he ſhould ſave 


bis People from their Sins, 
&  Foſeph being comforted by the Words of the Ange! 


learat how reſerved a Man ought to be in the Crnture 


of others, and how much we are obliged to judge a! 

ways favourably of pious Perſons, notwithſtand ing 40 
& ſecming appearances of their Guilt, He believe 
What the Angel had told him; and he deferved to de 

called the Father of Jeſus Chriſt, for having imicatcd 
chat great Faith by which the Virgin Aſam became h 
Mother. | 


Now tho' the manner of the Conception of Jeſus d 


and the Angel's Meſſage co his Mother, depend 
principally upon the Credit of the Virgin her ſell 


& who only was privy thereto: And upon the Teſtii 


mony ot Foſeph, to whom it was revealed by ch 
Angel afterward; yet it we conſidet the Circa | 
E e 723 i ſtame 
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The virgin being returned Home, ſoon learnt that 
the greateſt Favours which God - beſtows upon hi, 
© Saints on Earth are oft attended with great Afflitions, 
For che ſigus of her being with Child appearing, 2 

vas in a manner forced, notwithſtanding the ma- 

ny Proofs he had of the Virgia's Purity, to attribute 
to the Work of Sin, that which was only the Work 
of the Holy Ghoſt 5 but being a Juſt Man, would not 
make publick the Fault of which he found her guilty, 
and thereby gave a great Example to Men; that we 
ſhould keep ſecret the Faihngs of thoſe to whom 
we owe Love and Reſpect: He refolved only to leave 
ber, or put her away privily, and not to make her 
-@ publick Example; to ſhew by this means ar leaſt, 
his diſlike of the evil which a Perſon fo dear ro him 

God hindred him, advertiſing him in the Night by 

© an Angel in a Dream, not to fear to take unto him 

Mary his Wife, and diſcovered the Sccret of this Di- 


au A 


ted h. 
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th the Relators it 1s very improbable that good 


ns. Mepb would have concealed a matter fo much 2. 
#0 ft himſelf, and againſt the Law, if he had nor 
na en fully aſſured of the Truth of ir. And again, 
ute fidering the Innocency of the Bleſſed Virgin, who, 
»riSr. 4uſtin and many Ancient Fathers advance ſeve- 


puld invent ſuch a thing azainſt her ſelf ; eſpecially 
ce the Prophecy wh ch ſhe uttered in her Canticle 


ave Praiſe, that Al Generations ſhould call her Bleſſed, ** 
her nov fulfilled in the fight of all Men. And we have 
aſt, eady proved that the Holy Prophets, as well as the 


himWicient 7ewiſh- Rabbjies,have declared, That the Meſ- 
thin ſhou!d nor be begotten in the ordinary way of 
t byMWencration, but be born of a pure and undefiled vir- 
hirn: And Clemens Alexanarinus writes, that Simon Mas 
Di-, chat he might not ſeem inferior to Jeſus in that 
Piat, pretended that he was born of a Virgin as 
Son, Murift was 


ſav} When rhe time of the Delivery of our Bleſſed Vr. 


drew nizh, the Divine Providence to bring her 
t of Nez reth t> Bethlehem, (where the Prophets 
d tforetold th Mics ſhou'd be Born) permitted 


ge Fat the Edict of the Emperor Augu/ius Ceſar (who 
f * " 4 * 8 C 

0z frine to ſatisfie echet bis Pride or Covetouſ- 

lievealmis, in oumberins all the Familt-s that were in his 


m nen) ſhou'd in a manner diſturb the whole 
orid, to. mak the Holy Virgin come to Bethlehem 
th 7o-eph her pou ed Avtband (who was of that 


Sd c ett fore ſhe conhidcred got the Troubleſome- 
$ of 2 long Journcy, and the Incommodiouſneſs 
the Time, and her own Condition; but obeyed 
Order of the Emperor, wich the ſame reſpect 
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"ces thereof, and the Honeſty and Smplicity of © 


manifeſt Arguments to prove, was not then above 
urteen Years Old, it cannot be imagined that ſne 


run, and f the Lincaze of David) to be Taxed. 


au Ang, or even the- am hey himſelt had 
Nied her co go thither. By which we ate tauzhe _ | 
8 to 
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Wo have an Eye, to God in Men, who are only h 
Eloſtrument, and who ſubſerve” all his ſecret Purpy 
E ſes, When they wete arrived at Bethlehem, every on 
WF refuſed to Lodge them becaute their Houſes were al 
full. One of the Ancient Fathers Diſcants thus upa 
this Tranſaction. 

And thus did our Saviour haſten, as ir were, t 
„ "ſhew us at his very Birth an Example of Humilit 
in Suffering with Patience the Repulſes of Men; n 
| © diſdaining to be Born in a Stable to teach us 
bY © deſpiſe the Glory of the World, by his Averfia 
| | © to it in his own Perſon, This Temper of Mind dit 
be infuſe into the, Bleſſed Virgin, who was we 
© contented to bring forth Jeſus Chrift in a Stable 
*< underſtanding that this Poverty would Conceal he 
from Men and Devils, and that the Unkindnels df 
the People at Bethlebem, was neceſſary to the De 
bas of God, There is nothing more Inſtructin 
chan this Abaſement of che Son of God; and al 
the Beauty of the Creatures do not ſo much oblig 
* uns to adore him, as this Divine Humiliation cl 
„ himſelf. We ought likewiſe to Learn this from the 
infancy of Jeſu: Criſt, that we have no lels nec 
of the Aſſiſlance of God ar all times, than a Chil 
* © newly Born has of the Succouts of Man, 
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HE Bleſſed Virgin having brought forth her lh 
firſt By: Son, and Bleſſed the World by his | 
rth, ſhe wrapt him in Swadling-Cloaths , and laid him 
4 Manger, becauſe there was no rom in the Inn; and nl 
no ſooger came into rhe World, but that he ſhew* 
| by che choice of the firſt Perſons to whom he 
ould have it known, that he would hide the Myſte= 8 
c of his Holy Goſpel from the Rich, mighty and 14 
iſe, and Reveal them to the Simple and Innoceng ll 
ople of the World; for the ſame Night that hs 
rgin was Delivered of him, © there were Stepherch | 
in the Fields watching their Flocks, and rhe Ange! 
of the Lord came upon them, and the Glory of the 1 
Lord Shane round about them, fo chat they Wers 
tore afraid. | And the Angel - fa'd, Fear: not, Jam 
come to bring you good Tydings of great . for 
unto you is Born this Day in rhe City of Bh 43 | 


« 
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Swiour which is Chriſt the Lord: And this ſhall be 
©S:npunto you; ye ſhall find the Babe wrapped iu 

i” 005 Sprach 
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„The Hiſtozy of the 
— Swadling-· Cloaths, and lying in a Manger. A 
* © ſuddenly chere was with the Angel a multicude; 
© the Heavenly Hoſt, praifing God, and faying, Go 
to God in the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Goo 
will towards Men. It was to theſe Perſons: th 
the Angel appeared on a ſudden, ſurrounded wi 
a great Brightneſs which denoted this great Div; 
| Lighr, which how began to appear in the World, an 
told them, he brought ſuch good Tidings, or god 
News as would fill all Peop'e with Joy; and at t 
fame time declarcd to them that the Meſſias who hi 
been ſo long expected, was now Born: and to Co 
firm their Belief of it, ſent them to Bethlebem, whe 
ite was foretold he ſhould be Born; and this Humb/ 
Angel being nor at all aſhamed of the Hum'lity of h 
Maſter, plainly told thoſe Ruſtick People, that the 
ſhould find in a Manger, a Child wrapt up in Swad ling 
Cioaths, and that this was He whom he meant, an 
Who was the expe ation of all Iſrael. 
The Shepherds at length recovering themſcly 
from the Aſtoniſnment wherein they lay, at « 
Words ot the Angel, and the fight of the Heaven) 
Hoſt, determined to paſs over to Bethlehem, to fet 
there the Wonder that God had wrought, makin 
great haſte in their Journey, to ſhew by their res 
Aineſi, chat our Saviour muſt not be ſought wil 
Coldneſs and Indifference; and 'being come to the 
Place, they found the Bleſſed Virgin with 70% 
and the Child lying in a Manzer,-as the Anzel hi 
related, This Ourward meanneſs did not ſurpr'' 
em; for it is obſerved on the contrary, that che 
Mete filled wich Admiration, Glorifying and Prat 
Aung God for all the Things that they had heard duc 
ein and ſuprized al they met with by rclatt 
thereof, And nothing can be offered which mi 
eie Confirm the Truth of this Affair than th 
Wed: Honeſty and Simplicity of thoſe that "Re 
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ried it, who could never agree together to feigh 


— 


t happen to diſcover che Falfhood of. 
Eight Days after, our Saviour's Birth being AC» 
pliſhed, Poſeph and Mary thought of Circumei- 
g of him, which was neceſſary to be done, both 
demonſtrate rhe' Verity of his Humane Nature; 
A likewiſe to take from him the Scandal of Uncir- 
iſion, which wou'd eff-ctually have prejudiced 
Jews againſt his Doctrine, or having Communica- 
In with him, it he had not ſubmitted to this Ordi- 
nce, which God had ſo poſitively Inſtituted. He 
en had that Name given him, which declared him 
be the Savicur of the Woar'd, that is, JESUS, 
Name that au angel from Heaven appointed his Mo- 
theſher ro give. And tho? it be not ſet down in the 
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invent a thing, that one or other of them ſhould NF 


ling Teſtament, yer is found in a Book extant before 


» 400 rift was Born, Namely, E/adras 2. 7. Where theſe 
ords are recorded in the Perſon of God the Fa- 
er. Behold, the times ſhall come, when the 
Signs ſhall appear that I have told, c. And my 
Son Jeſus ſhall be Revealed with thoſe who are 
Nich him. And after thoſe Years, my Son Chriſt 


Sleep therein, 


t, out of many Scriptures, that the Meſfivs at his 
wing ſhould be Jeſus ; For, ſaith he, as rhe Name 
da him who brought the Iſraelites out ot Bondage, 


wer them from their preſent SubjeRion, and e 


ch is the prindipil Benefir they expect ſro” © 
A ; ew. 
eder is ir to be imagined, hg, 
# ſhould reſolve upon this Name 
de there were ſeveral other Names 


— 


: > "—_— 4 * 1 
3 N 
. —— — 1 
* -. ” 


ſhall die, and the Earth ſhall give up thoſe that 
Rabbi Hacdoſch, a Jew, proveth alſo by the Cabba- 1 


o the Land of Promiſe, was Feſus or | Joſhua, ſo 1 
ſt his Name be Je ſus, who ſhail the ſecond time 
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re them to their Ancient Poſſeſſions in u, if 
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that his Grace was to be beſtowed alſo on the Gentile y 


= im; whereupon he Aſſembled the Chief Priefts and 
W-Scribes, and demanded ot them in «hat Place Criſt 
mould be Born, who told him at Bethlehem in Judea, az 


blem in the Land of Judea, &c. out of thee ſhall 


Herod hereupon called ſecretly the Wiſe Men, and in. 
ed diligently what time the Star appeared ; they 


bo ear; who reſolving, if p:fible, ro murder him, 
ed them to ſearch Dilizencly for the Young 
when they had found him, to bring him 
lie Me 12 
avi nd the- Vounng Child, and fell donn 
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The Hiſtoꝛy of the 
nour and Eſteem among the Jews at that time, as 4. 
braham, Iſaac, 28 Moſes, David, &c, fo that if 
ſhe had been left to her own Choice, ſhe ſhould PI0- 
bably have taken one of their Names. 
Jeſus Chriſt being Born in Judea, where, the teu 
God was cn'y Worſhipped ; God cauſed à Star to Shine 
at his Bir:h, thereby to ſhew that he did not con 


1nto the World for the People of the Jews only ; hy 


had been declared by the biophets, ro draw them fr m 
Idolatry and the Worſhip of Devils, to the God nd 
Saviour of the World, whoſe light ſhould Shine, like 
the Stars, into their Hearts. 5 
The Magl cr Wile ken having perceived this Stat 


in the Eat, and knowing it to denne the Birth G — 
the Sovereign of the Fowr, they came to Feruſ:len 1 
and ir quired where he was that was Barn Ring of che 755 
zevs, for they had ſecn tis Star, and vere come to ieh 
Werſhip him. wo 
poker 


King Herod, who had uſurpt che Ringdom of Fu, 
dea, hen he heard ef a New King of rhe Fews wr: 
mucktFoubled, as wel 2s all the People of era. 


the Prophet icab hid Written ; “Aud thou Bet hle- 


* come a Governour, that ſh:ill Rule my People Ira. 


wered him fully to wharcver he demanded with- 


„ 


that he might come to Worſhip him 
Men being directed by the Star 


bim, offering him Preſents of Gold, 
-" *©Y — Ftkankigcenſe, 
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ody JESUS. 45.9 
nkincenſe and Myrth ; and being warned of God in 
Dream, never returned to Herod, but ent Home au- | 


Mer Way. „ 5 * 
Sc, Cyprian writes, It was an Ancient. Tradition of 
> Church, That the Magies of the Eaft were little 


u or rather petty Lords of” particular Places, ſuch 
nim choſe of whom Joſbui flew thirty in one Bitte!: 
m Wpidbanius is of Opinion, that they came to Feruſalem 


v0 Years after Chriſt's Nativity, becauſe Herod flew 
the Inſants of that Age: but others hold more pra- 
bly. that the Star appeared to them two Years be- 
re Chriſt's Nativity, fo that they came to Bethlebem 
hirrecn Days after {ils Birth, which the Church calls 


Js 


ibu, Twelfth · Day, or the Day of the three King. 


Stat r. Baſe! ſuppoſeth they were greac Aitrotozers add 
1 of M-arhed Men, who by Art Magick, which wis much 
len 


riRFiſed in thoſe Countries, perceived ther che Pow- | 
"> their Gods and Oracles daily decayed. They 1} 
icht likewiſe hear of the Prophecy, commonly 
poken of in the Eaſt in thoſe Days (is Suefonius and 
Joſephus teſtiſie) That out of Fudea lhou'd come the 
uler of all the World; and miaht alſo have the 
rophecy of Balaam amongſt them from Moſes's time, 

ting about fifteen hundred Years before; and after 


"iſt Nat again, it is Propheſied of by David, as we have 
4, ready mentioned. | | 2 1 
the. Pliny, an Heathen Writer, takes notice of this 
ſhall ar alſo {which he terms a Comer, as they called | 
742% WM excraordinary Stars) that appeared in the latter 

d be kd of Auzuff's Reign, which was different from . 

t 


| others that ever appeared, and therefore judged, 
the whole Socie y of Soothſayers in that Age, 
d portend -Univerſai Good to Mankind; for which - 
auſe an Image of it was errected at Rome, and this 
hm infer, faith he, is Worſhipped throughout che 
hole World, St. Origen alſo writes, that Cheremon 
ie, being much affected at the fight of it, be- 
le after irs appearance, the Power of their oy = 


cenſe, Wb. + 1 „ 
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1 did ſerfibly decay, he with other Aſtronomers tu den 


F -wasdeſc-nded tromHeaven ©» E:rth for che Benches 


read thereo! in the $167 Pr -phecies, and law the (a 


to the Lord, in obedience to the Law whereby all: 
ther now fulfill'd the ſame Precept. At which tin 


ſons of extraordinary Sanctity among the Jews, cot 
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this Teſtimony, That he waited for the Con ſolation 
Bleſſed Saviour hid under the weakneſs of fo ima! 
Body, and taking him up in his Arms, being Ti 


thy Servant depart in Peace, according o 


people. A Light to lighten the Gentiles, anc 
1 Glory of thy People Hrael. And then bach 


* 


2 7 he Hiſtozy of the 


a Journey int) 7 de, to inf: m himſelf in he uu bor 
ter, Who al. concuricd nout Opinion. That f mend 


the Sons of Men. And Wally, the $:h/ls pe Kis 
the coming of Chrift, declared platdiy, that a BlizaMabe | 
Star ſhould piccede his Brth, And Virgil, who hy 


ſoon after, applied tat à, weil as feveral other 
in Flattery to Augu/ius Ceſar in his fourth Eclog 
Behold the Star of Caſar the Son of Venus, hath nom 4 
peared ; Which was indeed the Star of Chrift Jely 
Caſar Lord and Maſter, 

Forty Days after the Birth of our Lord, the Dy 
of the Purificacion of the Bleſſed Virgin being acconfWom t 
pliſhed, ſhe brought him to Feruſalem to preſent hi 


Firſt-born were to be offered ro God, and as the 
were to be ranſomed by the Sacrifice of ſome Animi 
a pair of Turtle-Doves or tuo Pigeons, ſo his Ma 


St. Luke Reports, two ſtrange things happen'd, nam 
ly, That two Grave and Reverend Perſons Simeon Si 
named the Juſt, and Ana the Propheteſs, both Pe 


ing into the Temp'e at the ſame rime. Simeon bei 
filled with the Holy Spirit, to whom the Goſpel giv 


Iſrael, ſoon diſcovered by the liglit of his Faith, 


ſported with an holy Joy, he gave thanks rc Got Jima h 
is excellent Canticle, * Lord, now let: it ted: 


© Word, for mine Eyes have ſcen thy Sa'vitiPri: of 
£ which chou haſt prepared before the Face of 
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them, faid to his Mother, Behold, this Child is ſer” 
for the fall and the riſing again of many in Iſrael, 
id for a Sign that ſhall be ;p kev againſt (ya 
sword ſhall paſs through thy own Scul mw chat 
the Thoughts of many He iris may be revealed. St. 
lte 2. At which Words Joſeph and Mary much. 
aryelled. As for Anna the Propheteſs, ſhe bein 

Holy Widow, added her publick Thanks a 

ziſes to thoſe which Simeon had already given our 
wiour; her Exemplary” Life gave Authority to 

r Words; for being become a Pattern, as it 
ere to all Widows, after ſeven Years Marriage, 
e had paſſed the reſt of her Life to her thirty fourth 


ear, in Faſting ane Prayer, without departing 
om the Temple, and now declared to all that look- 
| 2 Redemption in Feruſalem, that Feſus was the 
eſtah. a 
Now theſe things being publiſhed at this time, 
Id confirm'd afrerward by the Event, there is no 


Woubr of the Truth of St. Luke's Narration, which 
ſtrengthened by fo many particular Circumſtances 
W Time, Places and Perſons, publickily known at 
truſalem. As for Simeon he was the Scholar of 2 
earned Jew called Hillel, and Contemporary wich 
W14than the Author of the Chaldaick Paraphraſe; and 
Jewiſh Talmud conſeſſeth, that after the Death of 
ele two Men, ebpecially of Simeon, the Spirit of the |} 
eat Sanhedi im much failed and decayed ; which 
im the Captivity cf Batylon til! che time of Herod, 
pp ied in ſome meaſure the Spirit of Prophecy,which 
$amony tte [raelites before that Captivity. Aud 
ma having lived ſo many Years in the Tempie muſt 
eds be known among moſt of the People of Fudea, 
ny Ring Wired having long expected in vain the te- 
ache Wiſe Men, to hear what D. coveries rhey if 
u made, imagined chat they mocked bim; a 
buting to the Diſreſpe@ of his Perſon hat the 
Lone only by che Command of God, and cnrriag® if 
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f into a ſtrayge Paſſion for fear of being Dethroneg 
this New King, reſolved upon his Death, and to n- 


the Temple and the Altar, beacauſe he retuſed to 


her ſtill to be a vi; and that for this Reaton, # 
 <Hered, but the Sc: s and Phariſces kill'd Zach 


Apology for the Chriſtian Religion nen | 
8 2 72 * 3 He al 


The Rios of the 


Heat 
ſure of it, that Chriſt ſhould by no means cſen ne. 
he gave Order for killing all the Children in Hur 
lebem, and the Borders thereof, which he then rine 
were about his Age, to the number of fours 
thouſand, as the Greeks and Ethiopians in their Hetu. 
lendar and Liturgy Commemorate; which bon ade. 
Project tome of the Ancient Fathers relate wa eon 


- 


cured alter this manncr: That Herod ordered all | 


is _ Chiidren in that Country to be brought togeth ade 


which the credulous Mothers, ſuppoting it Meat 
been upon the account of their Number and == 
that · they might be Taxed, did not hinder, but i 
wittingly ſuffcred themſelves and their Babes to the 
berrayed to and irremidable Butchery. Yet off" 
Malice of Herd did not ſtop there; He vente 


into the Hill Country, and thrice ſent a Meſſegi de 


of Death towards ohn the Son of Zachary, who v 
now in the ſecond Year oi his Age, but the Motte 
Care had been early with him, who ſaved his Li 
by ſending him into d<f(crt Places till the Time can 
tha: was appointed for the Maufeſtation of 
Mei co Jrael, which was not to be till the th 
tieth Year of his Age. But as the Babes of Bethel 
Dy'd in the place of Chriſt, ſo did John Bat 
Father die for him: For Zachary was [lain berie 
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tray his Son to the Fury of this Bloody Wreich. I. 
far St. Chyſiſtom, Peter Martyr, and others: Þ 
Sr, Origen and Sc. Cyril, Record this Tradition, Tha 
place being ſep rated in the Temple for Vir 
Zachary ſuffered the Mother of our Lord to ab 
there after the Birch of her Holy Son, affrm 


However ic was, lin, who writ an excel 
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eathem, reports that the blood of Zachary had fo be- 
meared che Stones of the Pavement on which he was 
murdered, that no Art or Induſtry could waſh the | 
incture out; as if God would upbraid the Irreligi- 
pn, Infidelity and Cruelty of the Fews, with a per- 
zerual Character of their Guile, ſet before their eyes 
ndelibly, in exacting of them all the Blood of Righ> 
eons Perſons from Abel to Zacharias. 
Norwithſtanding the horrible Butchery that Herod 
ade of the Children of Bethlehem, yer amongſt this 
great Slaughter, he, who alone was aimed art in it, 
as the only Child that eſcaped: Which makes it 
vident, chat the wicked can hurt the Righteous, no 
rther than God gives them power; and tho' all 
he People of the World ſhould unanimouſly Con- 
pire together, they can do nothing againſt what he 
determined. And we may hkewiſe obſerve, that 
this bloody Tyrant was eſteemed the greateſt Pa» 
Hotte ician of his time, yer a poor Child makes him Trem- 
nis je, and he, in vain uſes all manner of Craic and vi- 
ne cu ence to deſtroy him; And in purſuance thereof, 
of M oceeded in the full courſe of his Fury, by a cruel- 
he ti which the moſt barbarous People would Abhor, te 
erhle©2 Death thoſe Innocent Infants, thereby to draw 
Bani into the common Ruin, who tho unknown to 
beret For filled him wich fo much Terror: But God, 
a foreſaw the Tranſports of thls Prince, confound» 
n, This vain Wiſdom, by rendring all his {Deſigns 
e: Bi Sels. He ſent his Angel in the Night to Joſeph, 
Thu en he thought of returning home from Feru/alem 
virgin Aeareth to tell him, that he ſhould immediately 
o ab Kt the young. Child and his Mother, and flze inte 
run 5 becauſe Herod would uſe all means ro deſtroy 
lon, . WT Es 
za eb, without reaſoning on what the Angel 
«caleW% him, took the ſame moment our Stwiour and 
ſt | | Mocher, who excuſed not her ſelf on the unſea- 
calc! of: che time which. was mae nog.5 
| PE. "0 ©. 
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The Hiſtoꝛy of the 
ou the difficulry of this troubleſome Journey, to go F, 
” inco an unknown Land, and which was wholly givenMWu; 
1 up to Idolatry, but both of them thought only hon. 


to fave the Bleſſed Infant from the Fury of Herod, ani w. 
their Love made them willing ro undertake what ſoe vi en 
might ſecure him from Danger. They went into thillflc 
Foreign Country, to find that Safety which was not tit 
be had amongſt a People whom God had delivered u 
ſo many Miracles: God then permitted this Flight fte 
Comfort thofe of his Children, whom Egar might one; 
| blige to fly on ſuch Occaſions. And He thus Taughhs, 
the Church, that when the Perſecutions of the Gran 
| dees of the World are Violent, we may, after tie! 
Example of ſeſus Chriſt, ſteal from their Fury, ati $, 
retire to Places of Security. Ind , 
| St. Ferom writes, That when the Holy Virgin andfWal 
ber Son were arrived in Egypt, all the Images oi L. 
their Gods tumbled from their Altars to the Ground e? 
and that their Oracles ceaſed from that time ce Aft 
after, to give Anſwers to any Demands made roye 
F them, Which is conſonant to the Prophecy eat 7. 
 Jſaiah, chap. 19. above ſeven hundred Years befor: Wim a] 
= Behold, the Lord rideth upon-a ſwift Cloud, which wand c 
his Fieſhand Humanity, and ſhall come into Egypt, ear ii 
" the Idols of Egypt fhall be moved at his Preſence, adit, 
their Hearts ſhall melt, &c. And Euſebius ſhews I appli 
© that this was manifeſtly fulfill'd in the fight of all chi C 
World, for that no Nation embraced the Chriſti 
© Religion, wich ſuch readineſs as the Zgyptians, de 
moliſhing their Idolatrous Images before any oF 
b&.-Hcarhen Nations: And as they had been the f. 
o had ſet up Idolatry, and given Example to oth! 
| tries to do the fame, ſo they were the fi 


- who, after the Coming of Chrift, returned to "I 
| Worlhip of the True God, it follows in 1/aizb 1 
And the Egyptians will I give over into the Hand of 4 
e Lord; and a fierce King ſhall Rule over ther : WAL 
came to pals at the yery time of Chriſt's Appear aN, 


* 
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gol For after many S'aughrers and Crueſties exerciſed "iN 


venfBupon Egypt by the Romans under Pompey, Coe, 
now Mark Anthory, and others; at feageh Cleopatra, whe 
aul was che laſt of che Line and Family of Prolomy, W w 
eviMenforced to kill her ſelt. After which Auguſize 
 thilCeſar rock Poſſeſſion of all Egypt, and Subjected 

ot ti it into a Province under the Dominion of the Ks. Y 


| ter all theſe Temporal AﬀiRions, God would be 
hr oFMnerciful ro choſe that accepted of his Grace, verſe 
ugh 6, Cc. In that Day there ſhall be an Altar to the Lora, 

Wn the miaſt of the Land of Egypt. For they ſhall cry unte 


be Lord, becauſe of the Oppreſſort, and he ſhall ſeng.them 
Saviour, and a great One, and he all deliver them > | 
Ind the Egyptians ſhall know the Aal in that Day, and 


1 anda! do Sacrifice and Oblation, and they ſhall return unte 
es ole Lord, and he ſhall be intreated of them, and al 
round Meal them. a 

cv After che Death of Herod, who intended to have de- 
ide tofroyed our Lord and Saviour at his Birth, God whe 
ecy Meat Joſeph into Egypt, to avoid this Per ſecution, ſent 
be loteſiim allo an Angel to Command his return into the 


Wand of IJrael, to that F Chriſt was not one whole 
Jin Egypt, And chis the Prophet Hoſeab plaibly 
edited ſome hundred Years before, chap. 11. as it 
applied to him by St. Matthew, chap, 2. When I rast 
4 Child then I loved him, and called my Son out ＋ 
e. Jeſepb obeyed this new Order with the fame 
deine ſs he had excuted the firſt, and came and 
bet in the Town of Nazareth, to avoid the Fury of 
elays the Son of Herod, who reigned in Fudea, 
naw®to accompliſn that which was ſpoken by the Pro- 
des, He ſhall be called a Nazaxene, 6 BE 
The Goſpel does not cake notice of any thing that 
tom our Saviour's Nativity to his Ba tiſm, bu 
a one Action, which he did at the Age © 
ive Years, being now grown up, waxing l 
ü, filled with wiſdam; and the Grace of G 
r 
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man Empire. Yet, the fame Prophet concludes, that 
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had given her. She gently complained of his uſing 
them ſo, Saying, Son, why haſt thou thus dealt with ui 


* _ miſt be about my Father's buſineſs ? and they underſſo 
Having ſpoken theſe words, he return: 


ber Heart, 


ok our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of which as we ba 
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wen him. For Joſeph and Mary omitting none 


pt the-Obſervanc's which the Law required, went 
conſtantly every Year up to Feruſalem at the Feaſt 
ol the Paſſover, and at this time took Jeſus along 
with them; and aft. r the eight days of the Feaſt were 
accompliſhed, they returned co Nazareth, and our 
Bleſſed Saviour, who they thought was in the Com- 
pany, remained behind at Feruſalem, unknown to 
o/eph and his Mother. They Travelled two days 
ourney, and ſought him among their Kindred and 
Acquaintance, who were returning home as Kell a 
they, ſuppoſing he had been with them; but nor 
finding him, they were extreamly troubled, and 
went back rhe ollowing to ſeek him, and after 
three days they him in the Temple, fitting in the 
midſt of the Doctors both hearing them, and ashing them 
Queſtions, and rather teaching than learning any thing that 
was in Diſpute ; inſomuch that all that heard him were 
aftoniſhed at his Underſtanding and Anſwers, The Bleſ. 
ſed Virgin was ſurprized to (ee him in that Place and 
Circumſtance, and. the Joy which ſhe had to find 
him, ſucceeded the Trouble which the loſs of him 


behold thy Father and I have ſought thee ſorrowing. Ani 
he ſaid, how is that ye ſought me, wift ye not tht! 


not this ſaying, p 
with his Parent) to Nazareth, and was ſub ject to blen 
in all things. And his Mother kept all theſe ſayings l 


Thi two Years being paſt ſince the Bird 


rty and 
faid, little is Recorded either in Scripture, Ec 
Gaſtical or Praphane Hiſtory ; St. Auſtin St. ( 
foftome, and other Ancient Fathers, are of the 7 
nion, that he beſtowed his time in the comm? 


"Kxerciſes and Labourt of Life, thereby to ſne 4 
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ſelf true Man, and to demonſtrate how much he 
fared and deteſted Idle neſs. But God determnin 


2 

it WW nov to draw him bur of his concealed State, and to” 

ſt maaoifeſt him to the World, he began this, by? 
bringing St. 7% Baptiſt (who was to he his Mets * 
re Wſcnger)-our of the Wilderneſs, as the Prophets had 
ur WF foreroid ; He then inſtantly left his ſolitude, where 


he had led an Angelical Life, having his garment of 
wo Wl Camels hair, with a Leather Girdle about his © Lojns,,. 
ays Wi bi meat being locuſts and wild honey, and appeared on 
ind ebe Banks of the River Fordan, and in the Wilderneſs 
An PJudea, Preuching Repentance, and Biptizing all the 
not bat came unto him; Saying, Repent ye, for the King- 
and Nm of Heaven is at band. For this is be that was 
ohen of by the Prophet Iſaiah, ſay be voice of one 
Hing in the Wilderneſs, prepare yethe way of the Lord, 
abe his paths ſtrait, I indeed Baptize you with Mater 


that ente Repentance, but he that cometh after me is migbtier 
were n J, whoſe ſhoges I am not worthy to bear; he ſhall Bap- 
Bleſ. Nie you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire, Whoſe Fan 
e d in his hand, and he will throughly purge his Floor, and 
| find Biather his Wheat into the Garner: But he will burn up the © 
bing with unquenchable Fire, : | 


All the Fewiſh Writers of this time, make men- 
lon of St. John the Baptiſt, and highly magnify the. 
rightneſ ot his Vercue, and the Auſterity of his 
te, ſo that he needed no Miracles to gain him 
lef; For all People honouring him as ſomething -- 
re chan a Man, he was judged by ſome to be the 
eis, and preferr'd before all the other Prophets 
* had formerly appeared. And Sꝓoſephus, that 
„ga immediately after Chriſt's days, ſaich, He was 
voſt excellent Man, who ſtirred. up the ee to 
e excerciſe of Vertue. When therefore, all Fern- 
en went thronging into the Deſart, ro hear this 
Meſſenger, and Fore-· runner of our Lord and 
our, and to be Baptized ; 7eſus himſelf went 
band in Humilicy, him himſelf among the Mu- 
"OY Zh C. 3% a 
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Ss even the e Phariſees to tremble; when he MN 
NT 


For thus, faith he, it becometh us to fulfil all Righ 
- Feouſneſs, No ſooner was he Baptized, but ters“ 
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- Promiſed, and fo greatly defired, And that 2 
and frequently telling them, That he muff decreal 
f Fa ef Light: Aud truly, no one paſſage in Y 


The Hiſtozy of the 
Mtude, contrary to the Cuſtom of this vain World ; er 
feeing Men are apt to uſe a thouſand Arts to diftin. 
guiſn themſelves from the reſt of Mankind, and to f 
be re ſpe cted as extraordinary Perſons, But when our Bi! 
Lord thus abaſed himſelf, God raiſed him up, and di. ou 


linguiſh-d him from thoſe he had mixed himfef el, 


with. For tho' Sr, Fohn had never ſcen him be fore, ect 
yet he acknowledged him to be the Meſſias. in the pre- W's - 
Fence of an exceeding great number of People, and har 
being ſtruck with a profound Reſpect, could nor, with: , 
cur difficulty, reſolve to pour water on him to Bap- N 
tize him. | , As 

He that cauſed the chief Doctors of the Law, re 


fud, O Generat Vipers, who hath warned you 1 
fee from the wrath to come, &c, And drove them 2. 
way from his Baptiſm, but ſaid unto Jeſus Chriſt; Ice 
had need to be Baptized of thee, and come ſt thou um ach 


F awe? Our Lord only Anſwered, that he muſt l Pr 
Humble himſelf ſo far, and that in his preſent Stat 


of Humiliation, he muſt ſubmir to every Ordinance; 


Heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit-viſibly de. 
fcended on him in form of à Dove, and reſted of 
his Head. Ard at the ſame time a Voice was heard 
from Heaven, giving this Teſtimony, This js. my be. 
loved Son, in whim I am well pleaſed, Our Savio 
Immiediately . after, retired ro conceal himſelf, bu 
Sr, John continued to ſpeak of him to all the Peope 
He.endeayoured wich much carzeſtneſs to pertud 
Men, that ſeſus Chriſt was the Meſſas fo «fic 
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midſt 
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It he 


his. own” particular, he was inconſiderable, pin! 


in his Fame, and be -obſcured by an infinice'y [s 


te of our Bleſſed Saviour, doch more confirm . 
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ertainry of his being the true Meſſias, than that Sr. 
obn Baptiſt whoſe Wiſdom, Learning and Holineſs 
ff Life is Recorded, and confeſſed by the writings of 4 
ſhe Enemies of Chriſtianity, ſhould refuſe the Ho- 
d. {Wour oi being the Meſſias, which was offered to him- 
elk, and place ir upon Jeſus; and ſhould likewiſe di- 
ect his own Diſciples to follow Chriſt, and embrace 
. Wis Doctrin; which 'tis very evident he did do, for 
and lat of the many Followers and Diſciples which he 
viel 3 one appeared ever aſter, who was not a 
TRHLE9- 31 8 
As a arm the Baptift, ſeemed to have nothing 
re co do in the World, after he had Proclaimed the 
#1115, ſo the Divine Providence to take him ſpeedily 
ut of it, made him leave his Solitafh abode in the 
efarr, aud co come to the Court of Herod; That 
ince who had heard of the Aufteriry and Excel- 
ncy of his Life in the Wilderneſs, reſpecting him 
2 Prophet, had a great kindneſs for him, and heard 
m ,n. Neither did his Love gro cold for the 
edom that he uſed in reprehending him for his 
ceſtuous defilements in Marrying Herodigs his Bro- 
ers Wife. Bur the Devil, who could not 1 
er the Reformation, of which perhaps this excess 
it Perſon might have made in the Court of this 
bg, berook himſelf to his uſual Artifices ; and en- 
{Woomed the Spirit of Herodias againſt him, who ſoon 
t him thrown into Priſon, eill ſuch time as a fir op- 
munity preſented of doing further Miſchief, and 
owning the Life of this great Man with the Glory. 
Martyrdom. | a _—_ - 
Herod's Birch day being come, he made a great 
to all the Grandees of his Court, and the 
uahrer of this Inceſtuous AHerodias Dancing in 
midſt of this Aſſembly, ſhe ſo exrreamly pleaf- 
Heyod, that he at the ſame time commanded her 
kk of him whatſocver ſhe pleaſed, and he ' would” © 
It her, tho ir werg half of his Kingdom, She 
27 i C 4+ wenn 
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3 went prefently to her Mother, to know what ſhe 
Mould demand; who preferring the gratifying her Rc. 
venge on St. ohn, above whatever her Ambition or 
Covetouſneſs could defice, enjoyn'd her to ask of him 
only the Head of John the Baptiſt, Herod was much 
troubled at this Requeſt, as having a great Eſteem for 
him. Butthe Devilleflening the Reverence he had to 
'ghis holy Man, and encreaſing his fond Affection to 
_ Heroadtas, cauſed him at length to yield, that he might 
not break his Word in the preſence of the Nobili 
that were wich him, and St. Fohn's Head was cut eff 
in Friſop, and delivered to Herodias's Daughter in: 
Charger, who immediately came and brought it to het 
Mother. Thus truly did this great Man dye, and thu! 
at length ended the high Opinion which Herod had 0 
him, who having been the great Admirer of this ho) 
Perſon, became his Murther, which Foſephus reckons 
to be the Cauſe of all che Miſeries which fell upon 
* Herod and his w hole Family in a ſhort time; of which 
hereafter, | 
When Feſus was Baptized, he began to Preach, 
- and his whole Doctrine was directed to the mani. 
ſeitation of his Facher's Will, and amendment d 
Nan Life. It advanceth alſo this one Foundation 
Principle, Thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy God with al 
thy Soul, and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. It was Plain 
& Ealy and Convincing tho' it treated of the higbeſt 
. —— It had neither Pomp of Elcquence not 
& Olſtentation, not flattering the Follies or Wickel 
neſs of Man; as many Doctrins of the Philoſopbe 
do. Neither did it conſiſt in external, unprofiraval 
Ceremomes, as the latter Jews had by their ford; 
Traditions, made the Law of God, ſo that it wah 
of n Effet}; neither did ir indulge Senſuality, 4 
the ui Alcoran, and other Law-givers have don 
But all the Goſpel of Jefus was Simplicity, ll 
Spirit, Tinth, Juſtice, Holineſs, Humiſity, 40 
= Charity. It neither took away, nor - difanu!k 
BY | ” = UW} 
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any one perfect or Spiritual Precept of the Law og 
ſne Moſes, but rather Revived, Inforced, Interpreted 
Re- and Fulfill'd the ſame. For whereas that command 
or ed External Obſervance, Chriſt's Law requires ag 
him W ſo internal Obedience. That ſays, Love your® 
uch Friends, this adds, Love your Enemies, That for- 
for bids us to kill, this Prohibits us from being angry. - 
ide That commands us not to commit actual Adulrery, 
1 10 this requires us not to defire nor Luft after a WO- 
digt man. That taught thee to offer up a Calf, Sheep, 
2117 WF Ox, Cc. for thy Sins, this enjoins thee to offer up a® 
at ci contrite Heart by Faith in the Blood of him, that di- 
ned for all, with a firm and reſolute purpoſe of amend- 
o het ¶ ment of Life; Brie fly, the Doctrins of Chriſt tend 
| thus only to the True, ſincere and perfect Service of God · 
ad Hay Lord, that Created thee, and Redeemed thee,” - 
sho bor the the Exaltation of his Holy Name, Power, 
cxos Goodneſs and G'ory to the ſuppreſſing of Man's 
upon pride by diſcovering his loſt and miſerable State by+ 7 
which Nature; to the contempt of the World, and the 
Pomps and Vanities thereof; to the Mortification 
and Subduing of our Carnal Appetires; to true Love ©: 
and unfeigned Charity toward our Neighbour: To the 
making of us Spiritually Minded ; ro the procuring to 
bs Peace of Conſcience, Tranquility of Soul, Con- 
ſolation of Spirit, and Purity in the outward Man: 


r each, 

mani. 
ent of 
dation 
pith al 


s Plai\Wand in a Word to reduce Mankind again to a cer! 
higheWuin Sete of Innocency, Simplicity and Angelica! 
. nity upon Earth, (fo far as Humane Jofirmiry + 

V 1CKC | 


ill allow) and ro have his Eye fixed only upon the 
Kinzdom of God in Heaven, and che Ecrcrnal Iaheri- 
tance purchaſed for all thoſe that truly Love and Fear 
nm. This was the Doctrin deliver'd by JESUS, 

Ind is the ſame which the Holy Prophets of old fore- 
dd.ſhould be declared ro the World by the True 
hah. | 

A for the Life aud Converſation cf our Bleffed *! 
four, his greateſt Adverſaries allow it to be agtee- 
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{ 9 The Hiſtozp of the 
wle to his Doctrine it being a lively repreſentation 
af the Perfection thereof. A Man of ſuch Gravity, 
Tas he was never in his Life obſerved to Laugh; of ſuch 
= Humility, that tho' he was the Son of God, yet he 
ieee had the Dignity of a Servant in this World; 
of lach a ſweet and mild Temper, that all the Abu- 
ſes and Injuries of his Enemies never wreſted from 
him an angry Word. And was truly ſuch a one as he 
| is deſcribed by 1/aiah, chap. 42. as aforementioned, 
He ſhall not cry nor lift up, nor cauſe his Voice to be heard 
in the Streets; a bruiſed Reed ſhall be not break, ard 
abe ſmoaking Flax ſhall he not quench. And Tech. 9. 9, 
Behold, thy King cometh untothee, he # juſt, and having 
Sabvation, Lowly, & c. 
And here I will add the Teſtimony of a Heathen 
concerning our Saviour. In the Days of Tibe uhu Calar 
che Governours of the ſeveral Provinces uſed to 
advertiſe the Senate of ſuch Occurences and Acci- 
gents as happened in their Countries, and Publius Len- 
, being at that time Prefident of Judea writ 
= we ſoliowing Epiftle ro the Senate and People of 
It: L Rome. 
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FThere appeared inThefe our Days a Man of great 
*. Verrue, named Jeſus Chriſt, who is yer living amonzfl 
© ns, and of the Gentiles is accepted for a Prophet 0 
* Truth, but his own Diſciples call him the Son of 
© God, He raiſeth the Dead, and cureth all manner 


© B:holders may both Love and Fear. His Hair i 9 
the Colour of a Philbert full ripe, and plain aimol 
© down to his Ears, but from the Ears downward 
= * ſomewhat Curled, and mare Orient of Colour, 1 
ing about his Shoulders. In the midſt of his fed 
goeth a Scam or Partition of his Hair, after the if 
ner of the Naxarite,: His Forehead very plai 
i ſmooth; his Face without Spor Wrinkle, bea: if 
1 ng * Lg * 4 
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Diſeaſes, a Man of Stature ſome what Tall and Come 
© ty, with a very Reverend Countenance ſuch as th 
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on with a comely red; his Noſe and Mouth ſo formed 
oy, n noching can be reprehended ; his Beard ſome hat 
ach “ chick, agreeable in Colour © the Hair of his Head 
he “ not of any great length, but forked in the midi 
1d; Jof an Innocent and Mature Look ; his Eyes Grey, 
bu- clear and quick. In Reproving he is Twrible, in 
com I Admonithing Courreous and Fair-ſpoken ; Pleaſane 7 
s he I in Speech mixt with Gravity: It cannot be re- 
ned, membted, that any have ſeen him Laugh, but many 
card . have feen him Weep: In Proportion of Body, well 
Shaped and Straight; his Hands and Arms very dele- 
' table to behold; in ſpeaking very Temperate, Mo- 
deſt and Wiſe; A Man for his ſingular Beauty ſur- 
© paſſing the Children of Men, 
[ will add to this, the Teftimony of Fiſephus a Jew © 
by Nation and Profeſſion, who im. his Antiquities, 
writes thus. In theſe Times lived Jeſus, a very Wiſe Man, 
.it be lawful to call him a Man, becauſe, in truth, he 
V marvellous Things ;, and was Mafler and Teacher to 
t wit be /n that loved him, and ſought after Truth ; the Jews 
ple of nd Gentiles Aſſembled to him, and followed him in great 
Numbers. And tho he was afterward A4ccuſed by ſome of 
the Chief of our Religion, and Crucifred, yet he was not © 
f creatfÞo/aken of thoſe who before followed him; and three Days 
non20F9ter his Death, he appeared alive unto them, accoriding - 
her off the Prophets Inſpired by God, had Fore told and Pro- 
Son off®Pecied of bim: And now, even in our Days, the Dodtrih 1 
nner ond the Name of Chriftians continues, and is ſpread over © 


Comet the World, Theſe are the Words of hM who: 
\ 25 thFrit the Hiſtory of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, of 
ir is hich he was an Eye-wicncſs, but forty Years after 
\ a\moW'< Death of Chriſt. -: 5-5 
caval. Tea, che Devils rhemſelves; could not but Confels! 


be Piety and Holineſs of the Meſſius, which was ful 
led in the Perſon of Chriſt; as is evidene by the 
eſtimony of Porphyrie,a-proſeſs'd Enemy to the Chri- 
” 95 1 * * conſideration of divers Oracic#, , 
ered by his Idols ggpcerning Chriſt, break: forch in- 
'M * g 2 (0 4 
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wo The Hilkozy of the 


eus, for which they affitm he was rewarded with In. 


wife very particularly revealed to the Gentiles by the 
L Recorderh, writ thus of Jeſus Chriſt. He ſhall do al 
| | | He ſhall raiſe the Dead; he ſhall make the Lame to Run 


. fay, that I am a mad and lying Propheteſs, but when all 


of the Fews Record ſeveral miraculous Things done 


3 * and Spirit of God; and that he himſelf was [ett 
d confirm the Doctrin of Jeſus, ſaying only 1 
| J 0 


to this Confeſſion : 1t is exceeding wonderful to think 
what Witneſs the Gods do give of the Vertue and Sancti 


Im a God. 

The Miracles of our Lord are next to be conſider- 
ed, whereof Foſephus gives ſome intimation ; and 
which Iſaiah Prophecied of long before, chap. 35, 
The Eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, the lame ſhall leap, 
the dumb ſhall fing, &c. Which Wonders were like- 


alot), but yet theſe Chriſtians are deceived in calling 


Sibyls afore- mentioned; one of whom, as La&antius 
#hings by bis Word only; He ſhall Cure all Tnfirmities , 


Skip ; The Deaf Ls Hear; the Blind ſhall See; and 
the Dumb ſhall Speak j With ſwe Loaves and two Fiſhes, 
frve thouſand People ſhall be ſatisfied, and the Fragments 
Wall fill twelve Baskets to the joy of many; He ſhall com: 
mand the Winds, and walk upon the furious Seas wit h his 
beet of Peace, &c, And after divers other Greek 
Verſes to this purpoſe, ſhe concludes thus: Men may 


#beſe Things come to paſs, then let them remember, that 
- 2 no Deceiver, but rather the Prophet of the Great 

The Rabbjes among the ems likewiſe declare in their 
Talmud, that the Meſſtah ſhall do wonderful Miracles 
when he cometh, to which all thoſe of former Saints 
and Prophets, are not to be compared. Yea, fome 


by Jeſus in their Talmud, and other Books, which 
are not mentionud by the Evangeliſts : Likewil 
that grand Impoſtor Mahomet, affirms in his Alcoran! 
That Jefus the Son of Mary was a great Prophet 
* and wrought many Miracles, only by the Pow 
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Holy JESUS. 6 
the Point of his God- head fince in declaring him- "4 
ſelf ro be God, Jeſus went roo far, for which God + 
check d him when he came to Heaven. Thus do 
heſe Enemies of Chriſtianity, confeſs the Mirarles of *? 
pur Lord, and therefore their Teſtimonies is more 
onſiderable ; rho” if they ſhould deny the ſame there 
abundant Evidence thereof, and there are undenia- 
le Reaſons for the Confirmation of it, particularly 
1p, Wo chefe two Inſtances, wherein I hope to leave no 
0m for Infidelicy, - | 
The firſt is, che Calling and Retaining of his Diſ- 
iples and Followers (which Joſephus likewiſe ac- 


— 


all Nrowledges ro be very Miraculous) theſe Men were 
es ; Wt feveral Callings, States and Conditions in the 
Run World, and yer, in an inftant, they left Father, Mo- 
and Wer, Wives, Children, and all other Temporal Con- 
ſhes, rns, and followed Jefus, who had nothing to be- 
rents: Now upon them, and promiſed them only Bleſſings in 


e World ro come, who never flatter'd them, nor 
reached any other Doctrin but what was repugnant 

d Fleſh and Blood, as appears by their own Write= 
2s and Teſtimony of him, who was accounted a 
iſturber of the State, by the Scribes, Phariſees and 
ers of che World, who had neither Friends to 
tend and Countenance him, nor a Houſe wherein 
lay his Head. And yet, that Worldly-minded 
a and Women, great Sinners and lewd Perſons, -{ 
ould leave all their Earthly Enjoyments to follow | 
n, notwithſtanding the many Lofics, Dangers and | 
onveniences which they were ſubje& to; and ſhould 

* forfake him in all his Troubles and Afflictions, yea, 
wid joy fully lay down their Lives, raitier than Aban- 

Dn him, — in Defence of his Doctrin; this, I fay, 
uch a Miracle, as the like was never before ſeen in 
World, and muſt needs be allowed to be done by 
mighty. Power of God, and the vigorous Operatt- 
n Bleſſed Spirit. | 
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2 Che Hittozy of the 
The Second Point is, the Fact and Act; perform. 
ed by Jeſus, above all Humane Power and Abilir, 
iti the open View of % bg? and multitudes of 
other Per ſons who were ſcnefles thereof; and are 
related by the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles in the New 
Teffamenr,. ro maniſeſt the Divinity of our Bleſſed 

Lord, aud that che exact Accompliſhment of all the 

Prophecies, and Promiles concething the True 
Meſſiah concentred in His Perſon. I ſhall therefore 

proceed to give a brief Account of the Stupendiou 
- Miracles wrought by Chriſt ſucceſſively, as he per. 
formed them. 1. The firſt Miracle was, his chang; 

| ng Water info Wine at a Marriage in Cana. 2. Tre 
Miraculous Draught of Fiſhes in the Sta of Gail. Nyave 
3. His Curing Peter's Wife's Mother of a Fever, on- Neis 
3 by touching her Hand. 4. His caſting. out Eil 
- op with his Word, and healing all that were Mo. He 
ck of divers Diſeaſes at Capernaum. 5. His hea- e 
ing all manner of Sickneſs, and all manner of Di- us M 
eaſes and Torments, and thoſe which were PoleiledMiy ſm. 
with Devils, and thoſe which were Lunatick, « | 
had the Palſy, throughout all Galilee. 6. His Cu 
ring of a Leper at the ſame place with a touch of pon hi 
Hand.. 7. His healing a Paralytick at Capernaum 
the Houſe being. uncovered to let him down in hg 
Bed, whom he Cured only by his Word, in ti 

E of many Scribes and Phariſecs. 8. Hi 
ling a Man with a withered Hand ou the Sabbath 

Day, by only bidding him ſttetch forth his Hang 

9. His healing of a Leper, only by touching h. 

After his Sermon on the Mount, 10. His Curing « 

Centurion's Servant at Copernaum, of a Drop! 

- vn; his Word only, without coming to him, 

ecing of him. 11. His raiſing to Liſe the Wido 

Son of rhe City ot Naim, only by bidding the d 

- Carcaſs ariſe. 12. His difpoſſeſſing - a Leg 

Devils out of a Man in the Country of dude u. 

ſenes, who cntring into a Held of Swine, they # 
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Holy ES Us. 63 
nolently into the Sea and were Drowhed. 13. KA 
Woman who had an Iflue of Blood twelve Years, 
healed by touching his Garment. 14. He reſtores 
he Daughter of Fairus, the Ruler of che Synagogue, 

o Life, only by taking her by the Hand, and bid- 
ling her Ariſe, 15. He reſtores two blind Men to 
keir Sight, only by touching their Eyes. 16. He dif 
leſſeth a Dumb Devil out of a Man at Capernaum. 

7, He feeds five rhoutand Men, beſides Women and 
hildren, with five Loaves and two Fiſhes in Galilee, 
nd afterwards twelve Baskets full of Fragmemns - 
no Were taken up. 18, He walks upon the Sea in a 
ae Wempeſt, and coming into the Ship the Winds and 
ile, Waves inſtantly ceaſed, and the Ship was immedi- 
on- rely at Land. 19. He cafts a Devil our of the 
Evil aughter of the Woman of Canaan with his Word. 
xere Mo. He cures one Deaf and Dumb at the Sea of 
heal-{Walilee. 21. He feeds four thouſand Men there, be- 
-es Women and Children, with ſeven Loaves and a 

w ſmall Fiſhes, ſeven Backers full of Fragments be- 
taken up. 22, He heals a blind Man at Berbſaida, 

y ſpircing upon his Eyes, and putting his Hands 
pon him. 23. He caſteth a Devil out of a Luna-. 
naue Man at Ceſarea by his Word, which his Dif- 
es were not able to do, becauſe of their Unbe- 
f. 24. He cafts out a Dumb Devil at Jeruſalem, 
| Confirms it to be done by a Divine Power. 

, He Cures one born Blind, by anointing his 
es with Clay and Spirtle , and wear him go 
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| Waſh jn the Pool of Siloam near Jeruſalem, 
He heals one of the Dropſy beyond Jordan, on 
Sabbath Day, and juſtifies the doing thereof 
wht che Lawyers and Phariſces, 27. He heals 
d Lepers at Samaria, only bidding them go ſhew 
Mielves to the Prieſt. 21. He raifech Lazarus I 
been Dead four Days, and Bury'd, 29. 
Ress blind Beggar near Fericho with a Word, 
fe heals an Imagrent Man at the Pool of Be. 
. 1 2 e ſaa 
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64 © The Viltozy of the 
theſda, who had an Infirmity thirty eight Yeers, bid. 
ding him take up his Bed and Walk. 3 1. He reſtored 
three blind Men to their Sight near Jericho, 

- Theſe and ſeveral other Miraculous Works were 
performed by Jeſus, and were Written by ſome <> 


" 


the Evangeliſts in the Hebrew Tongue, while ye WM'/ 
the Perſons were alive upon whom they were che 
Wrought, as to inſtance in a few of choſe afore-men- W 1 
tioned, the raifing of Lazarus in Bethany, which uro 
bur two Miles from Jeruſalem, at whoſe Death and * 


Burial alfo, he being a Gentlemen, ſeveral Scribe: he 
and Phariſecs muſt needs be preſent, according to 
the Jewiſh Cuſtom of that Age, as is related by 
Foſephns; now theſe ſaw him both Deceaſed, Inter 
red, and were at the Funeral Feaſt made for him; 
And theſe very Perſons ſaw him again likewiſe ah 
ter he was by Chriſt raiſed from the Dead, having 
lain four Days in the Grave; with whom they di 
both Eat, Drink and Converſe, after his return to 
Life, and might bcho!d him Daily, walking openly? 
1 in the Streets of Feruſalem: How then could this 
{+ Story be invented and feigned, if it had not been 
True? So likewiſe the raiſing of Fairus's Daughter, 


u confirmed by ſo many Circumſtances, that they 
make the matter fully Evident, The raifing of th 
Widow's Son at the Gate of the City of Naim, in the 
reſence of all the People that were then preſent 
he healing of the Cripple at. Jeruſalem, who hat 
lain thirty eight Years Lame, at the fide of it 
Pool or Bath called Probatica, in the view of a ered 
number of People, The caſting a Legion of Devi) 
our of a Man, who for many Years was publick) 
© known to live pofleſt in the Mountains, which Devin 
by peculiar Licenſe, obtained of "Jeſus ro enter ini 
nn Herd of Swine, who inſtantly drove two thou 
land” of them into the Sea, and drowned then 
upon which, the whole Country being affrigh't 
- humbly intreated him, to depart out or their Cf 


4 


rn . 
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The feeding fo many thoufand, with a few Loaves - 
and Fiſhes, The turning Water into Wine at Cana; 
in the preſence of all the Company. The healing of 
a Man of an incurable Dropſy, at the Table of a Pha- 
rifee of Quality, and in the fight of all that were at 
the Feaſt with him. | 
er Theſe and ſcveral other Miracles, which were 
vs vrought in the preſence of ſo great a nbmber of Spe- 
and {Wtacors, and Recorded by our Evange liſts at that time, 
be ohen many endeavoured to diſcredit them, as they 
night cafily have done, by many Witneſſes, if any 
ene part of them had been falſe or doubtful; this, 1 
aten Ny, may fully Convince all Deiſts and Unbelievers, 
of the Reality of them, and there fore, ſince all theſe 
things were Supernatural, and could not be done but 
by che Aid and Power of the Almighty, it is impoſſi- 
ble that God ſhould aſſiſt or Countenance any Fa ſnood 
ho is not like Man that he ſhould lye z and conſequent- 
ly, it muſt needs be, that what Jeſus affirmed of him- 


4 * ſelf, That he was the Son of God, and the True and 

been Only Meſſias, was by theſe Miracles clearly manifeſted. 

ghter be ſo indeed: And to which he Appeals in his Di- 
theſurſe to the Faithleſs Phariſee, St. Fhon chap. 10. 
K the IId not the Work of my Father, believe me not. But ö 
in chef 4, the ye believe not me, believe the Works : that "lh 
relentM* 0 know and believe that the Father is in me, and I \ 
0 hat t bim And tho”, for this ſaying, his Enemies ſought 


WM take bim, yeh many reſorted to him, and ſaid, lohn 
id no Miracles, but all things tbat John ſpake of this -- 


\nd the Phariſees were ſo ſenſible of the mighty Ef-. 
eds of theſe Miracles, that when they obſerved win 
ſotrrow, the Fame which our Saviour had obtained 
y raiſing Lazarus from the Dead, they Aſſembled to 
liberare what to do. For if we let this Man go on, 
y they, in this manner, ail the People will belive on 
7 A IL. | 


ian were true And many believed on him at that tine. 
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As to the other Paſſages of our Saviour's Life we 
read. 1. That as ſoon as he was Baptized, he ſhey. 
+ ed all the Faithful by his own Example, that after 
they had once entred into the Chriſtian State, they 
ought to prepare for Suffering and Temprations. For 
withdrawing into the Deſart, or rather being led there 

by the Holy Spirit, and having Faſted forty Days and 
forty Nights, he was Tempred by the Dev l, who 
faid unto him. If thou art the Son of God, comm ini 
#heſe Stones to be made Bread: To whom Jeſut ay 
- wvered by this place of Scripture, chat Hun does my 
tive by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth my 
.of the Mouth of God. This did nor difcourage the 
Prince of Darkneſs, but carrving our Saviour from Mearne 
thence, he Tranſported him to rhe top of a Pinace 
of the Temple, bidding him if he were the Son af 
God, to caſt himſelf down to the Ground; and mw beg 
licioufly abuſing the Holy Scripture, he added; Fr Woveri, 
it is written, God hath given bis Angels charge over Nad gi 
#hee, and in their hands fhall they bear thee up, le lappy 
any time thou daſh thy foot againſt a Stone. The Md D. 
Son of God anſwered the Temprer, with the ſame If the 
Simplicity ay before, by a Paſſage of Scripture. Thu Ns En 
_ ſpat! not Tempt the Lod thy God. This prudent an- Wycrq 
er confounded the Pride of the Devil, and firong- im, th 

Wy provoked him; and whereas before, he had treated Nur Sav 
our Lord as the Son of God, he would now have I'm MWublick! 
= © Worſhip him as God, and to perſwade him to Wire at 
IF this, He took him up into an exceeding high Mountain, rt in 
and ſhewed him all the Kingdoms of the World, and the ey mai 
Glory of them in a moment, and ſaith, all theſe thing Hd ſo f 
ilk give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me; 
"for that % delivered unto me, and to whomſoe ver I wil 
J give it. ' Feſus anſwered, get thee behind me Sgt. 
fei wrijten- thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy C 
din only ſbalt thou ſerve. This anſwer put the 
== Devil to flight, And the Angels came and Miniſtred w. 
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2. Nicodemus à confiderable Man among the Jews, 


of our Saviour, reſolved to be informed of the Truth; 
bur foreſecing, by humane Prudence, that this New 
ropher would meer with great Enemics, he thought 
t fafeſt to go by Niaht; and being come, told him 
nd hat he really believed he was a Teacher ſcut from 
ho od, ſince no Man could do ſuch Miracles unleſs God 
md rere with him. Feſus anſwered, except a Man be Born 
en be cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, Nicodemus un- 
1+ Wecrſtood theſe Words in a Natural Senſe, but Jeſus 
 Wxplained it ro him, and reaſoned with him about the- 
the Nparvellous Effects of the Holy Spirit; and made this 
om earned Man comprehend the difficulty of Convincing 
c'e nd Believing them; and that we muſt lay afide thoſe 
1 of ooliſn Reaſonings, which will admit of nothing but 


mt- Wbje&s of Senſe. He ended this Converſation by Diſ- 


Fr FWoveries to him of the great Love of God to Man, who 
over Nad given them his own Son to make them Eternally 
le Wappy; and that the Mifery of Man was, that he lov- 
The Wd Darkneſs rather than Light. Re diſmift this Ruler 


[ame I the Jews with ſuch Convictions, that it appeared 
Tbu Wis Entertainment was not Fruitleſs, the powerful 
t an. Word of God having made ſuch Impreſſions upon 


im, that he who at firſt ſeem'd fearful of coming te 
ur Saviour, had the Courage afterward to maintain 
ublickly his Innocency in a full Council; and to de- 
ire at his Death and after it, that he would have no 
rt in the Iajuſtice committed on his Perſon, when 
ey made him Suffer fo Cruel and ſhameful a Death, 


ord then, that on the contfary it ſeemed to en- 
raſe, for he Publickly brought Perfumes to Em- 
um his Body when it was to be laid in the Sepul- 
er, | 
3. Our Saviour for avoiding a while the Malice 
he Phariſces, who had Counfeiled Herod to 
low St, Fobn the Baptiſt into Priſon, leſe Jdues, 
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being much concerned ar what he had heard related 


d.ſo far was his Love from being leſſened to our 
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68 The Hütozp ot the 
and returned into Galilee, whers he met with: 
Samaritan Woman, who was coming to draw Water 
roma Well, near which Chriſt was fitting, who atk. 
ed for ſome Water to quench that Thirſt, which che 
_ tirclomnefs of che Way had cauſcd in him. Tne Wo. 
man ſeemed afton'ſhr that a Few ſhould ask Water (| 
her a Samaritan, which were a People extreamly ab- 
_ bhorr'd by the Fews. Jeſus anſwered, that it ſhe kney 
the Gift of God, and who it was that asked Drink of 
her, ſhe would have atked of him, and he would hay 
given her Living Water, which ſhould never ceaſe to 
refiefh her till ſhe had attained to Erervat Life, The 
Woman at length began to grow attentive to what he 
ſaid, and being ſurpriz'd at what our Saviour told bet 
concerning her paſt Life, ſhe knew thereby he was? 
Prophet. He made known to her all Myſterics of the 
New Law which is the Worſhip of God in Sp'rir and 
Truth; and carried of her fond Devotion from the 
= Temple and the Holy Mountain, in which both Places, 
che Few; and Samaritans alſo placed much Holineſs,ard 
ſne wed that the true Churches are not built with Hands, 
nor made of Stone, but that God's Temples are the 
Hearts of the Faithful, wherein he continualy reſide 
by his Holy Spirit. The Woman replied, that the 
Meſfiah would come and Teach them all Tlangs; 
eſus anſwered, I am He; whereupon ſhe went into 
he Town, and informed the People of what ſhe had 
heard, who went out to ſee him, and entteated him 
to enter into their City, where he ſtay'd the 
Days. | 


4. Our Saviour drawing many Diſciples att 
him, choſe our of this Number Twelve Perion; 
whom he de ſigned to be the Foundation of his Churd 

= in furure Ages, -honouring them with che Ticte d 
Holes, as being to be ſent to Preach his Nine 
| and Goſpel throughout the World. Who had 4 
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ime Houſe; for we know he kept the Paſſover, 


- ad Eat the Lamb with them alone; ſo that the 
60. Nere true Wirneffes, not only of his Actions and Pub- 
r > ck Preachings, bur of his Private Life and Secrer, ' 


„er be had Diſcourſt ro others in Parables, Ha- 
: ing made this Choice, he led them up to a Moun- 
zin, being followed by a great Multitude of peo- 
ple ; and then he made that Famous Diſcourſe, cal- 
d, the Sermon in the Mount; in the beginnin 
hereof having overthrown all the Judgments © 


ng choſe Happy that the World eſteems Miſerable, 
umely, The Poor, the Mourners the Perſecuted, 


ances of the Fewiſh Law are, in Comparifon of the 
receprs of the Goſpel; plainly telling them, that 


4 e required of his Diſciples ſuch a Righreouſneſs, as 
__ ar excceded that of the Scribes and Phariſees, with- 
1d; N which he declared, they could not enter into the 
2 ede of Heaven, dle raughr us by theſe Word, 


"at it is not ſufficient to abſtain from things appa- 
arly Evil in dne fight of others, nor with doing 
eming good Works before Men, this being common 
d the Phariſees. And thei fore enjoins us to lay up 
reaſures in Heaven, and not on Earth, left our Heart 
where our Treaſure is; that we muſt not divide our 
ves between Chrift and che World, but ſeek only 
e Kingdom of Heaven, and all other things frat be 
den unto us Which clearly manifeſts that the end 
the New Law, is to give a New Heart to the 
ew Man, becauſe our outwacd Actions muſt be re. 
ated by the inward Principles of our Minds; for 


Enemies by which he faith we become Ike x 
F &ner, who canſ*th the Sun fo Shine both on the 
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vere his Domeſticks, and lived with him in the 
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en, and all the Notices of Natural Reaſon, in cal- 


c. He then ſhews how inconſiderable the Ordi- . 


c er cannot be pure, if the Fountain be cor- 


Ciriſt then proceeds to recommend the Love t 


Toft _ i 


. —_—_ PPP 


b „ 
Z —— — — * — — ——— H—8œ— . _ e : 


— 


b. - having a Beam in his own Eye, would pull out a Mote iy 


Houſe of Sim9 the Phariſce, ſhe came thither will 


it he had he thought he would have rejected hf 


—— — — — 
. 7 G 2 & 
- - * 2 F 
-” 


| | 1 mitted ſuch great Crimes ; and having ſhewed, eha 
WL tbc loved much, be fear her away in Peace, 1 
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Juſt and the Unjuſt. He then inſiſts upon the Precey 

of not judging one another, to which there is à N 
tural Inclination in Mens Hearts, and therefore he cu. 
tions us againſt ir, by ſaying we are like to a Man, thy 


of bis Brother . The World is full of Offences of thi 
kind, ſay the Fathers, but the beſt Remedy is Hum 
lity: The having low Thoughts of our ſelves, yl 
hinder us from entertaining of mean Thoughts of e 
thers; ey if we remember that Day where 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come to Judge the ſmalleſt Defck, 
who aſſures us, he will give the ſame Weight and Me 
ſure we have given to others, ſaying Judge not, l 
yebe Judged. 
$. But bare Diſcourſes being not ſufficient to wal 
a Reformation in the generality of Men, our Saviour 
therefore, would bring them to it by a Fama 
Example, which was that of Mary Magdalene. Thi 
great Sinner, moved by che Divine Grace, cant 
running to Jeſus Chrift, as the only Phyſician of he 
Soul, and therefore knowing, that he was in the 


an Holy Boldneſs, and without Bluſhing at fo mary 
Witneſſes az were then preſent, chrew her ſelf at li 
Feet, Embraced them, Kifled chem, Waſhed ch 
with her Tears, wiped them wich the Hair of he 
Head, and Anointed them with a rich O:nemett 
This Woman being Infamous for her irregular Lit 
Simon began to doubt whether Chriſt were a Tri 
Prophet, ſceing he knew nor what ſhe was, whis 


and nor ſuffered her to touch him: Eut our Lon 
confounded this vain Imagination, declaring ha 
much he preferred the fervent Love of this Sina 
to the Luke-warmneſs of thoſe that had vor v 


the multitude of ker Sins were forgiven her, cu 
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og admirable a Converſion, may be called the Glory of 
- * dentance; for it ſhews that the greateſt Sinner be- 
200 mes pure in the fight of God, when his Repentance 
** Janctified by Humility; and on the contrary, that 
1 * e chaſteſt Soul is impure in his ſight, when this Hea- 
+ Mn Gift, which ſhould render him che moſt humble 
Men, does on the contrary make him Proud, 
6. After the Miracle of the Loaves, with five of 
oo ech and two Fiſhes, our Saviour fed five thouſand 
\ercyſen, beſides Women and Children. The People 
ech ould needs lay hold of him, and make him a King 
| Mali force, whereupon he made his Diſcipies enter in- 
% Ship and paſs the Sea, while be ſent the Multi- 
e away; That the Tempeſt which ſoon after 
wal ppened might make them ſenſible of their Weak- 
trie in the abſence of their Maſter, and that this 
2mWowledge might make them Humble, He left 
Them for ſome time in the midſt of the Waves, be- 
cim driven up and down the whole Night by à great 
{ tee , without the haftening to deliver them: 
in thee when the Day appeared, he drew toward them; 
r wil king on the Surface of the Water; the Diſciples 
mig him coming on the Flouds as on Dry- land, 
ar hugh him a Spirit, and cried aur for fear. But 
then Saviour bid chem not to fear ; and the firſt that 
of hei che Efficacy of this Divine; Word was St. Peter, 
cmemf ele Heart bring full of Aſſurancc, ſaid to him, 
r Li be #hou, Lord, command me to come upon 
1 Ins to thee: Our Lord bid him come, and 
which wediately Jeapr into the Sea, with a Confidence 
d he ich cannot be ſufficiently admired; but a great 
D arifing, Fear over - wheim'd his Spitits, and 
g ho Mirth tailing , he began immediately to fink; 
Sino<2 did he Addreſs himfeclf to our Saviour, who 
ready given him ſome Power, intreating him 
d, Hu cour him. Jeſus ſtretching aut his Hand, ck 
7 of him, and blaming the \eakucſs of his Faich, 
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zuto the Ship, the Wind inſtantly ceaſed; and t 
ed at what happened. 


Sidon ; where a Caraanitiſh Woman, came by a ect 


Woman, being not able to obtain any thing of | 


ſent to the loſt Sheep to the Houſe of Iſrael, And tot 


thereof, he immediate) granted what the de 


— 1 


bid him non be afraid, and when they were enn 


were:preſently at Land ; which Miracle cauſed tho 
in the Ship, to come and Worſhip him, ſay ing, 3 
truth thou art the Son of God; being wonderful!y any 


7. Our Saviour leaving Fudea, to avoid the ny 
of his Enemies, who began openly to declare then 
ſelves againſt him, departed to the Coaſts of Hen 


Inftin& to Chriſt, who calling to him, tho unk non 
ſhe declared with great Cries, that her Daughter 
Tormented with a Devil, and intreated him to ha 
pity on her: But our Lord, tho' Compaſſionate 
others ſeemed Deaf to this Woman's Complaint, 
in her Perſon, and by her Example, he mightdi 
cover to us the prevalency ot Prayer and Humilr 
in Perſevering therein, when the Almighty ſecms 
to hear, but co reject our Peritions, This hum 


ſui Chriſt, Addreſt her ſelf to the Apoſtles, Who 
terceded for her; Chriſt anſwered, He wa: u 


the ſtreogrh of her Faith, would not yer yield, wit 
ar length ſne came up ro him, and caſting her f 
at his Feet, Worſhipped him, imploring his Aſſiſta 
with great Lamentations. Our Cord ſtill repelled he 
and uſing her as a Dog, ſaid, 1+ was not Lawful to f 
the Children bread to Dogs, She conteſt indeed ihe il 
a Dog, but that the Dogs were permmitted #2 eat 
the crumbs which fell from the Childrens Table, and 
defired no more. Thi humble Confeſſion, 
ſach harſh Treatment in Appearance, made out 
yiour immediately cry out, O Woman great 1 
Faith { and changing his roughneſs into Admiſail 
* 
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; Diſciples, and having paſſed with them over 
oft of che Cities of Cæſarea, he ask'd chem, What the 
orld faid of him? They anſwer'd, ſome thought 
was Fohn che Baptiſt, others Elias, and others 
wremiah, or one of the Ancient Prophets, And you, 
d our Lord, who think you that I Am? St. Peter, 
ithout Heſficacing, anſwered, Thou art Chriſt, the 
mn of the loving God. Chriſt called him Bleſſed 
cauſe his Father had revealed to him this Truth, 
id afſured him, that he would ſo firmly Eſtabliſh 
Church upon this Confeſfion, that the Gates of 
ell ſhould never prevail againſt it, Eight Days after, 
hrift took Three of his Diſciples, namely, Peter, 
ames and John, (who ever ſeem'd to be the chief- 


rneſs) and led them up to 2 high Mountain a- part, 
d when he had prayed there, his Countenance ſhi- 
dlike the Sun, and his Garments were as white as Snow. 
t the ſame time, Moſer and Elias appear'd, and Dif- 


waking, were ſurpriz d at the Glory of our Lord, 
d the ſigh+ of the two Prophets, and Sr. Peter be- 
Ig over-Joy'd, propoſed to build chree Tabernacle, 
den inſtantly, a Voice was heard from 2 Cloud, fay- 
bs, This 1s my beloved- Son, hear ye him, The Diſciples 


1 10 o the Ground with Aſtoniſnment, but Jeſus bid 
(he em ariſe, and not be afraid, and then they ſaw none 
2 calm Chriſt only, who charg'd them to tell no Body 
and War they had feen and heard. This Transfiguration 


a one of the means which our Saviour uſed 
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8. Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, being alone wien 
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Favourites, and to whom he ſhewed moſt Teu- 


dur ſed with Jeſus about what was to happen at 7e- 
ſalem, during which, the Diſciples ſell a-ſl:ep, but 
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this Sight which made them ſtrong in the great: 
J Conflicts, Troubles and Tribulations. Ap | 
13 9. When they were come down from the May 
tan, our Lord found his Diſciples incompaſſed vir 
a great Crowd of Pecple; attempting to caſt an Ei 
Spirit cut of a Young Man which they were not t 
to effect; Chriſt with a Word performed rhe Cur: 
and tels chem, their Unbelief was tire cauſe they cou 
not do it. He then orders St. Peter to pay the Ti 
bute Money, teaching us thereby to ſubmit to th 
ass of the Place where we live, and to obey Mag 
| ſtrates, if they require nothing ſinful. And non 
finding that the Diſciples had becn Diſcourſing in the 
way about Preheminence, to remove all ſuch pro 
Conceptions and Deſires out of their Minds, he tk 
_ @ lirtleChild, and placed him in the midſt, ſaying 
that if they did not endeavour to be like that, the 
could not enter into Heaven: The Ancient have mic 
R flected on this Saying, and conſideting how difficult 
© This is co the proud. Spirit of Man, their only Hopi ©... 
has been in the Grace and Aſſiſtance of him who ue. Vi 

tered this Sentence. a 

10. Chriſt retiring to the Mount of Olives to Priy 
- "came carly in the Morning to the Temple, where 
great Number of People ſurrounded him. 5 
hilſt he was Preaching , the Phariſees laid 
Share for him, by preſenting him with a Wom 
taken in Adulcery ; to the end, that if he condem 
ed her to die, he might be decried by the People 
Man cxtream Severe; and it he did not, then't 
charge him as a breaker of God's Law. Feſus Kno- 
ing their Maiice, ſtoop'd down and wrote upon t 
D and they perſiſting ro know his Opinid 
ze lifted up his: Head, and ſaid, He amangft you i 
* wit haut Sin, caſt the fi ſti Stone af her, Tic? 
Vent on to write upon the Ground, apd the 2M 
dees being convicted in their own Conſrienccs, ft! 
Ss Jy wichdrew, ſo chat the n. leit 
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e eee, 
hom our Saviour ak d, where her Acuſers were, 
nd if any Man had condemned her? who anſwering WM 
o; Mither, (aid, he do I condemn thee, Sin m more 8 
And fo ſent her home in Peace, whereby our Lord 
ſhews, that he would rather have Men condemn them- 
lelves than accuſe others, and to cxamine their own 8 
Lives rather than to cenſure the Fauirs of their Eres 
hren. The mildnel wherewirh our Saviour treated 
his Woman, had perhaps a greater Effect to diſengage 
et from chis evil Courle, than all the Sevetities of 
he Law; nothing being more prevalent upon a good 
ature, than Mcekneis and Gentleneſts, where the 
xpect Rigor and Severity. 


in U 1. Our Bleſſed Lord did not only ſele& Twelve As | 
Ruggocdes, bur Ike wiſe Scventy- two Diſciples, whom he 
* ent by two and two before him, whereſoever he was 


0 go: To theſe he gave Power to caſt out Devils, at 
hich they extreamly tejoyced; bur he cells them, ir 
dughe to be a greater joy to them, that their Names 
vere writ in Heaven, After which he went into 
Village, where a Woman named Martha received 
lim, ſhe had a Siſter named Mary, who lying at our 
wyiour's Feet, heard attentively his Holy Word, 
hilft Martha was buſie in making preparation for his 
atercainment, And being diflatisficd that her Sifter 
id not help her, complained thereof to Chriſt, whe 
old Martha, that while ſhe was employed about ſeve- 
al matters, Mary bad choſen the better part, which 
muld never be taken from her, Thus, tho' che excernl 
Riots of Charity are neceſſary in this World, yes 
ole, who by Divine Providence, are placed ia ſueg 
Fate of Lite, char they are wholly employed in Spi- 
nal Exerciſes and 8 are certainiy in 
ie moſt happy Condition. ing appears-more tes 
ting, than to prepare fit Eutertainment for our 
otd Malek; and yet he-prefers che repoſe of Mary, 
foie che caretulnels of. Muth. 
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can, ot mean Stature, being defirous ro fee him, 


' always beging our Converſion, by removing the great 


-= 
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Converſion of Zacheus, advanced toward Sou 
and came to Bethany, where Mary, the Si 


-= 


Free and wiped chem with! her Hair, »which 7x 
bl e ah Given co i 


Ehe Hitozy of the * 


11. Jeſus "drawing neer Jericho, Eacheus a Publ. 


got up into a Sycamore Tree in the Way, which cur 
Saviour perceiving, bid him come down, for be then 
*wou'd abide that Day in his Houſe. Zacheus readi. had 
ly obeying immediately came down and received ent 
him gladly ; cho the People murmur'd, becauſe the um 


> Maſter, (tor the Odiouſneſi of his Profeſſion, bcin the + 


a Tax-Gatherer, who were counted Exrortioners) en 


| was, in Contempt, called a Sinner: But Zacheus be. writ 


ing throughly Converted, renouncing from that very ““ 
Mometir his paſt Life, came and preſented himſelf t ly, « 
our Lord, ſaying, with an humble Confidence, ad- 
gracious Liberality, That he would now Diſtribute haue 

is Goods to the Poar, and with the reſt make Reſtitutin — 
fourfold. Our Saviour having heard this holy Reſolw. en 


tion ſaid, that this day Salvation was come to hij Crol 


- Houſe, and that this Man, whom the Jews could n a 
but regard with horror, was of the number of 4% 
ham's Children, and better than a great many of them: 
ſelves. The Goſpel hereby ſhews us, that we muſt 


eſt Obſtacles, fuckas are Reſtitution of Goods, ot god 

Name; for when the Darling or beloved Sin is partet 

with, all the reſt fall of Courſe: And ir appears here 

by, that God ſooner pardons Offences againſt Himſel 
an thoſe committed againſt our Neighbours, 


12, Jeſus Chriſt having left Fericho, after th 


| er of U 
,F4rus, (who. was raifed from the Dead) receiv! 
him, and made him a Supper. While they fat 
Table, -Mary took Ointment of Spikenard, whit 
was of great Value, and anoinred our Sayiout 


. who-bore the Bag, was angry 4% laying, i- mig 
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por; but Jeſus commended the Actiop, faying, ſne 
had done it againſt the Day of his Burial, and that 
they had the Poor always wich them, but bim they 
had not. Next Morning, Chriſt, being near Jeruſalem 
ſent his Diſciples ro a Neig!:bouring Village, to bring 
him an Afs with its Foal, and to tell the Owners, Thar 
the Lord had need of him. Then they ſpread their Gar- 
ments on the Ats, and fer Chriſt chereon, as it is 
written, Fear not Daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King 
cometh lowly, ſitting on an Aſs, &c. When immediate- Y 
ly, all che People, who were come to Jeruſalem on ac- 
count of the Paflover, hearing that he was about ent- 
tring the City, they took Branches of Palms in their 
Hinds, and went afore him with loud Acclamations ; 
Some threw their Garments, and others ſtrewed the 
Ground with Boughs of Trees and cried before him, 
Hiſanna to the Son of David, Bleſſed be the King that 
cometh in the Name of the Lord, the King of Tirae! ; Ho- 
ama in the Higheſt, Peace in Heaven, and Glory in the 


* 
/ — 


raged his Enemies, and the Phariſees ſaid, That for the 
Miracle of Raiſing Lazarus, and his other great Works, 
the World was gone after him, and they could pre- 
ail nothing, and deſired Jeſus to rebuke his Diſciples, 
wo told them, That If they ſhould hold their Peace the 
tones Would cry out. Thus did our Saviour Triumph 


ad hereby ſhews| us the real Power he was to gain 
dn Mens Hearts, by the Merits of his Death, and by ö 
be Glory of his ReſurreRion. e 


13. When Jeſus drew near to Jeruſalem, the 
oy of his Triumph could not hinder him from 
Redding Tears at the Profpe& of thoſe Miſeries 
ich would ſoon come upon this Unhappy City, 
u a Puniſnmem for the ſhedding gf. his Blood, 


had not know che time of God's mercifgl i 
[na 8 ö N > | Viſitation, 
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Higheſt. Theſe Applauſes of the People, ſtill more in- 


before hand, as he Dy d beforehand in the laſt Supper; 


Sg. 


mich. they were now ready todo; aud becauſe | 


1 


% Hoy JESUS. #® 


ho h-ar the Word of GOD, aud from whoſe Hearts? 


wed be Devil ar the ſame time comes and rakes it away 

it way | * > 
mee hey ſhou'd Believe and be Saved : Some ſell 
n Stony Ground, which not being able to take 


or, ſoon withers at the Sun's appearance; and” 8 
eſe are thoſe, fairh our Saviour, who henry the Mira | 
th gladneſs. but it taking no root, ate diſcompos'd 


en all 
ats of 


7 d loſt, at the leaſt Affliction or Per ſecution which 
om e happen becauſe of the Goſpel. The third. part 
_ the Seed fals among Thorns, which grows up with 
0 hs e good Grain and chokes it; thefe are thofe that 
eaſe er © Word, but the Cares and Troubles of the 


orld, the D-ccirfulnels of Riches, and a great 


4. uny Inordinate Defires and Affections render it ſruit- 
. The fourth part falls on good Ground. which 

„ n ſprings up, and brings forch Fruit, tho“ not 

), 0 alike; ſome Grains yielding One bundred Fold 

J uiculr One, others Sixty, orhers Thitty. Theſe Perſons 


e thoſe, whoſe Hearts are very good, and are Chri- 


da indeed. 
2. Another Parable he pur ſorth, St. Matth. 13. 
t aPFi ho ſowed god Seed; but while his Men ſlept, the Bie- 


came and ſowed Tares among the Wheat ; which 
ringing up, was perceived by his $etvants, wha. 
ould have gathered them up; but he commanded } 
9 ſhould grow together till Harveſt, left tbeyr 


„ Mat 
- tim 
Muir 


oY ht root up the Wheat wich the Tares, and -thar I 
e deen he would gather in the Wheat, and burn the 
iu. Another Parable was, That ebe Kingdom f 
then den was like a Grain of Alu ſtard- ſoed, which was 
** r leaſt of all Seeds , yet grew to be a great Tree, 


bother Parable was, That the Kingdom of Heaven - 

bee Leaven , 1 of which , ' leaveneth the 
ble Lump, The füſt of cheſe, our Saviour explains, | 
lin br ſometh the gon Seed, is the Son of bo i} 
lan ee Field is the World; the good Seed are the 
Haren 7 the Kingdom; but the Tares are the Chil- 
N 4 - N | dren 
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- 6 Che Hiſtozp of the 
dren of the wicked One, the Enemy that ſowed, them,. T 
the Devil, the Harveſt is the End of the Wor'd, nil x 
the Reapers are the Angels, As therefore the Tew £4 
are gathered and burnt in the Fire, ſo ſhall it be , ee 
end of this World; the Son of Man ſhall ſend ff f 
bis Angels, and they ſhall gather out of his Kingdom dll V 
things that offend, and them which ds Iniquity : & ga 


ſhall caſt them into a Furnace of Fire, there ſhall ll fc 
weeping and gn:ſhirg of Teeth, &c. The other tut 2 
Parribles of the Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, and - T; 
Leaven are nor explain:d by our Saviour, becaul in. 
| the Diſciples readily underſtood the meaning off to 


them without an Interpreter. The ſcope of bot! 
is, to ſigniſic the Succeſs of the Goſpel all over ti Dc 
World, that they might not be diſcouraged at % Ct 
lictle Progreſs it made at preſent; being but like n 
Grain of Muſtard-Secd, which the Naturalifts te! 
us, in the Het Countries, produceth Branches, tha 
28 tis faid here, the Birds of the Air come ard mal the 
| Neſts therein. And by naming three Meaſures off his 
Meal, our Saviour certainly defigned to hint at thY tie: 
ſmall Number of the Fews that believed in him, buf acc 
forerold a greater Harveſt, and that rhe Heathe 
ſhould entertain the Goſpel, and the Sound theres up 
ſhould go to the Ends of the Earth. He then uM h 
tered two Parables more, comparing the Ringdon 


| cha 
1 of Heaven to a Treaſure in a Field, which when Nor 
un hath found he hideth, and for joy therecf goeth a0 
ſelleth all that he hath, and buyeth it. Again, fair 

F Kingdom of Heaven is like a Merchant ſeeking 0:0 tha 
Pearls: Who when he had found one Pearl of ge Mit 


Price, ſod all he had and bought it. Both the ſe ne 
rables have the ſame Tendency ; namely to info Les 
us. 1. That Chrift and his Grace are of a ere 
© and trauſcendent Value. 2. That under che Goſp 
there is a clear Diſcovery of theſe things ro t 
World, 3. That where this Diſcovety is effectul 
made to any Perſon, he will part with all he is wort 
3 248. 8: 8 ras 
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| care of Covetouſneſs, and to aſſute them that Man 

Life does not conſiſt in the abundance of what he 
poſſeſſeth; which he explains by the Parable of 2 cio 
F Rich Man, who had fo much Corn, that he knen BY lay 
| not where to Or; it, and was buſily contriving how en! 
| co enjoy himſelf, ſaying, Soul, take thine eaſe, eat, MI Mat 
unk and be merry, p thou haft Goods laid up for m. Co: 

M Tears. And was for pulling down his Barns and tha 
building bigger to hold all his Fruit; but at that ve: Sore 
inſtant, God ſaid unro him; Thou Fool, this Night diſd 
all thy Soul be taken away from thee, and then whiſe WM mea 
ſhall theſe things be? Such Fools are all thoſe that WM take 
Jay up Earthly, and diſregard Heavenly Riches, It Wther 
bb a general Obſervation, That many Rich Men count ¶ carr: 
all thoſe Fools that cannot ger Eſtates, aud be as MW Man 

Wealthy as themſelves; but the Poor are no where diffe 
cad Fools, nor are any Woes pronounc'd againſt ring 
mem in the Book of GOD, tho' we read of many . Torn 
gaiaſt the Rich; ſo that theſe Rich Fools are only Aa 


| 
| 


t Wiſe and Happy in their own Conceirs, but not in Sul, 
60. Account. 5 But 
| 3. The Parable of the Prodigal Son, who having time 
| waſted all his Subſtance in Riot, was yet upon his re-. their 
turn to his Father, receiv'd with all manner of Love then 
| and Endearedneſs, is ſpoken by our Bleſſed Lord wilſſthren 


_—_ inform us, what Bowels of Compaſſion the Father might 
MI Mereies ex preſſes ro thoſe that truly Repent and te] 
turn to him: and indeed, rhe Marks of a rea! Con 
WW. verſion arc here admirably exprets'd : The Son ſets 
bis Miſery, and leaves his evil Courſe ; he recurns 9 
his Father, and gives himſelf to him. Let vs all 
forſake Sin, and turn to GOD; let us be ſorrovfulþ 

TI. like this young Man, for having forſvok our Fare! 
—_ Houſe, and let us eftcem ourſelves Happy for havig 
A again been receiv'd into ic. Thus will our Repentanis 
de always be enliven'd with a Regrer, mix d vi 

Love, and accompany'd with Peace and Joy. at hit 
6. The Parable of Dives and Lazarus ier 7. 
| | oy . 2 8 52. #1 
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y repreſentation of the miſerable End of a Rich 
Man, He was clothed in Purdle, and fared deli- 
cioully every Day, while poor Lazarus full of Sores, | 
en ly at his Gate in fo indigent a Condition, that be 
ow Wl only beg ed for the Crambs that fell from the Rich 
at, Wl Man's Table, and yer could not obtain ſo ſmill a 
n. Comfort. The Dogs, who were more Charitable 
and WF than their Maſter, came, and very officiouſly lick'd his | 
ve- Sores, which Lazarus permitted, to reach us nor to 
igt Wl diſdain the Conſolation that G O D ſends us by the 
boſe Wl meaneſt of his Creatures, At length Laxarus is | 
that taken out of the World, whoſe Soul having been 

[t MW therein puriſy'd by Afflictions, was after his reath 
ount il carry'd by Angels into Abraham's Boſom. The Rich 
xe u Man alſo dy'd, but his Condition after Death was as | 
here different from that of Lazarus, as ir had been du» 
ainſt nag his Life. For being condemned to Eternal 
ny „ Torments, he lifts up his Eyes and ſaw Lazarus in 
only MAbraham's Coſom, of whom, in the Anguiſh of his 
or n Hul, he begz'd a Drop cf Water to cool his Tongue, 

Bur Abraham bid him remember, that he in his Life- 
time received good things, but Lazarus evil; but 
their Conditions were now abſolutely altered. He 
then requeſts a Meſſenger might be ſent to his Bre- 
thren to warn them to amend their Lives, that they 
might never come to that place of Torment; bur 
Au abam tells him, they had Aaſes and the Prophets, 
ind if they did nor hear them, neither would they Ml 
egard one coming from the D-ad. So that the 
poor faithful People of tne World have no cauſe to 

the Rich; but on the contrary, ought to have 
a lecrer Compaſſion for them, and to be ſo far from [ 
wmurivg, that they ſhould bleſs "GOD for their 
over ty, as being an excellent means to humble them 
deſbre G OD for their Sins, which they have always 
defore their Eyes, and which they feet as Lazarus Mi 
et his <ores. h „ 
7. By the Parable of the Phariſce and Publicaß, 
Z Wo 
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The Hiſtozp of the 
who went into the Temple to Pray, our Saviour gives 
us an excellent Inftance of what manner of Pray- 
er he approves of, and of what he diſlikes; Two Men, 
Iays he, went into the Temple to pray, the one was 4 
Phariſee, who made Proſc ſſion of a greater Vertue, 
| and the other 4 Publican, or one of the looſeſt ſort of 
[ People among the Jews, as well for their Rapines and 
a Covcrouſncſs, as other Irregularities. The Phariſee 
I ſtanding upright, gave thanks to GOD, that he was 
not like ocher Men, who live diſorderly, nor as that f it, 
ſcandalous Publican there preſent. He told God Al- 
mighty, that he Faſted tu ice a Week, and gave away 
the Tenth- part of his Goods. But the Publican ſtood 
at the lower end of the Temple, and dared not liſt 
up his Kyes to Heaven; He ſmote his Breaſt, and o- 
pened his Mouth only to ſay theſe Words, God be 
WW mmerciful unto me, a Sinner. This Publican, ſaith our 
Lord, went down to his Houſe juſtified rather than the 
W other ; for every one that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, 
and be that bumbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. Kereby 
Ve may obſerve how greatly different GOD's thoughts 
* from ours, and his Judgment contrary to that of 
Men. | 0 
8. The Son of GOD intending to give his Diſci- 
| | ples a Repteſentation of what ſhculd happen in his 
Church in all Ages, ſpake ro them this Parable : 
That the Kingdom of Heaven was like a Man who 
eat out early in the Morning to hire Labourers 
into his Vineyard, and agreed with them for a Pen- 
r' a Day. He rock in others at the third, and 
ſome at the eleventh Hour, and in the Evening he 
W gave to cach a Penny ; they that had wrought al 
|} Day, murmured at the good Man of the Houſe, that 
W they had no more than thofe that work'd but one 
Hour, who anſwer'd, he had done them. no wrong, 
WI gave thee what thou agreedſt for, I can do what 1 
will with my own; is thy Eye evil becauſe I am Good? 
What Encoragement. and Comfort it here to re! 


' - N : | * 
: 
ö Fg . TH * - 
4\ *. "I. 1% — G1 de. 


\ 


ks Holy ES Us. 8s 
penting Sinners, that if they come in, even ar laſt, 


rive ta work out their Salvation, GOD will be Mer 
ful and Gracious to them, and they ſhall be fully re- 
arded for all that they have done for his Glory and 
x his Service. | 
9. The Kingdom of Heaven, faith our Lord, is-like 
King, who madea Marriage for his Son, and ſent his 
ervan's to. invite the Gueſts ; but they made light 
fir, ſome going to their Farms, others to their 
erchadize, and others more Ungrateful, outragi- 
ſly handled the King's Servants, and flew them. 
nd when he had heard this, he was wroth, and ſent forth 
is Armies and flew thoſe Murtherers, He then ſent his 
ſervants into the High-way, who ſoon gathered a 
wmber of Perſons, both god and bad; ſo that the 
Fable was filled wich Gueſts, The King coming in, 
ww one that had not a Wedding Garment, who ha- 
ing nothing to ſay for his excuſe, was ſentenced to 
xe bound Hand and Foot, and caſt into outer Dark- 
ffs, For, ſaith Chriſt, many are called, but few are 


teprobarion and caſting off of the eus, of whom he 
ays, that G O D ſent unto them Prophets, and Wile 
en, and Scribes, ſome of whom they Per ſecuted, 
d Kilfd, and Crucificd others: For which, and 
eir other horrid Enotmities, he pronounces ſo ma- 
y Woes againſt them, with ſo much Zeal and Ear- 


Id that GOD expects we ſhould uſe our utmoſt en- 
our to make ourſelves worthy of his Grace, and 
bcome with ſuc! Ornamencs as have ſome proportion 
bthe Majeſty of him hat call'd us. | 

Io. Before our Beſſed Lord had ended his Preach- 


ÞOD's Judgments, ard therefore propoſes to them 


that how good ſocyer our Condition may be, 
Ws > 9 and 
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and heartily be wail their ill-· ſpent time, and ſeriouſly - 


hen. Our Saviour by this Parable, ſets forth the 9 


eſtneſs. It alſo ſhews the Election of us Gentiles, 


tp; he was willing to lay before Men the ſeverity of |} 


e Parable of che Fooliſh and Wiſe Virgins, to ſnew, if 
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and cho our Works be never ſo Exemplary, denote 
by theſe: burning and ſhining Lamps, yet hall 
be rejected of GOD if we have nor, as St. Auſtin ſay, 
this Oyl of a true and perfect Humility, which ſhey 
ws, that we are nothing in the ſight of GOD, and thy 
it is his Grace that works all in ue. Yet the Parable 
of the Man travelling into a far Country, who gaheref 
to his Servants, to one Five, to another Two, ard tWviſde 
another One Talent, and thoſe who having improvi ent 
wre fame, at his return were commended and re 
* warded, plainly fignifies, that every Man ſhould im. 


ien 

p ſuff 
ern d 
1 vine 
hy h 


prove the Talent which GOD beſtows upon him. Aud you 
therefore he that had One Talent and made no uſe ed 
of ir, is juſtly cail'd a wicked and flothfal Servant Id me 


whoſe Talent was alſo taken from him and given rofWungr 
another. Since it is moſt certain, that tho* GOD is no 
hard Maſter, yet it is not to be imagin'd, that He 

-hath given us our Lives, to no other purpoſe than u 

take in, and let out the Air, 

All the time from the Entrance of Jeſus Chriſt 
into Feruſalem, till his Paſſion, was ſpent in ſpeaking 
to the Fews in ſuch Parables as theſe, and other Dit- 

| courſes; Wherein he reproached them tor their 

Infidelicy,  fore-relling them, that Pagans and Idol 

ters ſhould take their pace in the Kinadom of GOD; 

and having in theſe two laſt Parables acquainted 
chem with the ſeverity of GO D's Juſtice, he after- 
wards Exhorted them to watch over themſelves, by 

[1 repreſenting to them the laſt and general Judgment, 
ll ſaying, When the Son of Man ſhall come in his Glny, 

aaa all the Holy Angels with bim, then ſhall he ſit g 

te Throne of his Glory, and before him ſhall be gathers 

ed alt Nitions ; and he ſhall ſeparate them one from 


lb Goats on the Left. This Inft:ution is very Neceſſary 
to awaken us out of that drouzy Coldneſs, wheres 
1 unto we are all ſubject in this Life. For ut Su 
1: 8 h 4 ß 
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jour Cliriſt has receiv'd from his Father a Sove- 
ien Authority over all the World; yet he ſeems. 
p ſuffer Mens Enormities, as if he were not con- 
ern'd chereat; tho? it is certain, that he exerciſes an 
yrigcible Power over them, which at this Great 
hy he will demonſtrate with much Solemnity; and 
erefore he here inculcates, that it is a Man's greateſt 
iſdom in this Life, ever to remember this Judg - 
dent to come, and to prepare for ir, that ſo they 
eer with that comfortable Invitation, Come 
Bleſſed of my Father, receive the Kingdom prepared 
you from the Foundation of the World, who have 
ed me, given me Drink, Entertain'd me, Cloath- 
d me, Comforted me, and Viſited me, when I was 
uogry, Thirſty, a Stranger, Naked, Sick and in 
riſon, which though they have forgot, Chriſt re. 
nembers, and will then fully Reward. And on the 
ontrary, that Men may never be furpriz'd with the 
leproaches of our Lord to the Wicked, that they did 
either of theſe, fince when they refus'd all Charity 
o his Children, they did it to himſelf; and therefore 


Di- ch the ſevereſt Anger he pronounces that dreadful 
heir Nentence againſt chem, Depart from me, ye Curſed, unto 
ol · Wrerlafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 


yy which our Saviour declares, that it is not ſufficient 
orus to avoid evil, but that we muſt bkewiſe do good; 
teing he does not reproach them for any Crimes com- 
ted, but only for their omiſſion of Charity; that 
being moſt acceptable to GOD, and the way to ob- 
n everlaſtng Happineſs. : 

Hur Beſſed Saviour having finiſn'd his Parables and 
diſcourſes to the People, and there remaining on 


les to make prepararlon for ir, which being done, 


ſine Sup po he ſo far abaſed himſelf, that he 


nn y 
ey . 
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wo Days to the Paſſover, he commanded hi Diſcte if 


he declared the great defire he had to Celebrate ict 
ith them: Having caten the Lamb with them, 
þ the Law pre ſcrib'd: Before he Inſtituted his Di- 
waſhd 
5 
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his Diſciples Fcet, and left it fcr an Exam. 


them, by which, all Men ſhould know they were ff 


= aoſwercd, Moither I go thou canſt not follow ime »# 
BE Put ſhalt follow afterwards, Peter, depending cn | 

= own ſtrengch, laid, he would lay down his Lite idl 
ba ſake , bur Chriſt ro check his Confidence, cold 


2 
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ple, which cvery Man who will be his Diſcpe pra) 
muſt follow. He then ſar down with them, ad ſho: 
knowing what Judas had done, as they did ear, he cle 
ſaid, Verily, 1 ſay unto you, that one of you ſhall berg Jan 
me. At which Words they were exceeding ſorrow. com 
ful, and every one begun to ſay unto him, Lord, i ioto 

it 1 2? Our Saviour ſaid, He that dippeth his hand vit to 

me in the-Diſh ſhall betray me, but woe unto that Ma £001 

it had been better he had not been born, Then qu rot 
ſaid, Maſter, is it 1? Feſus anſwered, Thou haſt ſaii¶ # 
And as they were eating, Feſus took Bread, and bleſſed i wilt. 

and brake it, and gave to his Diſciples, ſaying, Take eat 391 

this is my Body; and be took the Cup, and gave thanks *PP< 

and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it; for tu $190 

is my Blood of the New Tejtament, which is ſhed for ma all C 

ny, for the Remiſſim of Sins, I will not henceforth din lo m 

of the fruit of this Vine, until that Day that I dxinł i and t 

new with you in my Father's Kingdom, Our Lord d. diffe 
ſtributed it to them with his own Hands, and he e quic) 
fuled not Juda this Favour, with the fame Patiene able 
'wherewirh he a while after ſuffer'd his perfid cus 8. ject c 
lutation. This was an carly inſtance that this Sacre; 
ment, which the Son of GO D then inſtituted tor ten 
Comfort and Salvation of the Faithful, would only whol 
prove Condemnation to thoſe who ſhould receive i be fe 
Wh uoworchily. And 
| After Fudas had left our dear Redecmer, to e Tem 
cute the D:fign he had formed with the Jews, ouffmore 


Lord made an admirable Diſcourſe to his Diſciple 
exhorting chem co Love one another as he had Jo 


Diſciples; telling them, he was now going awi) 
Simon Peter ſaid, Lord, whither goeſt thou? 


kim, Satan had defired to winngy him, bur he tug 
| 0 3 r . 
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prayed | | 
ſhould deny him thrice, Having ended his laſt ex- 
cellent Sermon, He went to Mount Olivet with Peter, 
Fames and ohn, who uſually attended him, and 


* 


for him, and that before the Cock Crew he 


coming to a place calied Gethſemane, he went alone 


joto the Garden adjacent to pray there, accord in 
to his uſual Cuſtom, and on this occaſion was wel 
known to ud; and falling on hs Face to the 


Ground, prayed, layinz, My Father, if it be poſſible ' 
let this Cup paſs from me, yet not as I will, but as tha 


wilt, Which he repeated three times, Our Lord's 
Agony was ſo great in the Garden, aitho', an Angel 


appeared to ſtrenzrken him, that he Sweat Drops of 


Blood; and his Paſſion has been the admiration of 
all Chriſtians in all Ages, eſpecially when they ſaw 
lo many people ſuffer Death joyſully for his ſake, 
and the Goſpel, Bur we muſt conſider the Caſe was 
different, for Chriſt bore the Puniſnment and Ini- 
quicy of all the World, and as he was Man, was 
lable ro all the Infirmities of that State, being ſub- 


ect to Grief and Sorrow, ro Hopes and Fears, as we 


ae; For it behaved him to be in all things like unto Ws, 
Sin only excepted, Having ſhewed throughout his 
whole Life a perfe& Reſignation to his Father's Will, 


Temper of Soul in all Afflictions and Sufferings, but 


have, moſt occafion to put the ſame in practice, and 
Wy, Not my Will, but thy will be done, 

*Gur Blefſed Lord being excecdingly affected with 
Grief, came to his Diſciples, but found them fala 


onſolation. He came thrice to awake them with 
heſe important Words, What could ye not watch with 


Ro 6 9 
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be ſeems ro renew this Diſpoſition at his Death; 1 
And reaches us, by his Example, to labour after this 


i 
a 
. 


more eſpecially at the Hour of Death, when we ſhall | 


[i 


allep, and in no ſort diſpoſed to afford him any. ! 


| 


e one Hour? watch and pray, leaſt ye enter into 4 

: ſemptations The Spirit indeed is willing but the Fleſh 

e N elk. He had ug ſooner done ſpeaking to a a 
. | | | che 
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the third time, bur Judus appeared at the Head of 4 Prief 


great Number of People, and boldly approaching our 0 8. 
- Saviour, treacherouſly kiſt him, ſaying, Ha Mate, WM: 4 
to whom our Lord only f:id, Wherefore comeſt thay 


hither ? Diſt thou betray the Sn of Mn with A Ki's ? ee 
After which, he, who heretofor: fl d when the Pet "4 
ple would have made him aK ing, went com: et thoſe 0 11 
who came co take him, asking them, whom they he 
Ss fought, with fo powerful a Voice as made them a] 

fall on the Ground, ſhewing hereby, that it was not 
want of Power which made him ſuff:r Death, but 
that he underwent it of his own Free-will, Be then , 
furrendred himſelf to theſe wicked People, having an : 
eye to the Power which God had given them. S. 
Peter drew his Sword in his Defence, and cut off the i 
Eier of Aalcbus, the Servant of the High. Prieſt; bur 
codur Saviour was ſo far from Reſiſtance and Revenge, 
that he inftancly healed his Wound, and reprehend:d 
the Apoſt'e, bidding him put up his Sword, fince WF T4, 
he wanted not his Arm to deliver him; for if be 
had not determined to drink of this Cup, he cru 
have had the aſſiſtance of twelve Legions of An- 
_ bur che Scriptures had declared that fo ir muſt 


OurLord being ſecured in the Hands of the Fw, 
his Diſciples fled and left him alone with them, 
who carried him before Annm, the Father-in-iaw of 
Caiphas, who was High-Prieft that Lear. Ama, 
Queſtioned him abour his Diſciples and Doctrine; 
whereto our Saviour replied, that he had not Taugth 
in Secret, ſo that he might be informed by eve) 
body in that matter; upon which, an Officer ſtruck 
Feſus on the Face, azking him, whether it became him; 
to anſwer the High- Prieſt in that manner. Chi 
ſuffered this Indignity with a Divine Patience, only 
demgndinz, what he had ſpoke amiſs, orherwiſe, l 
Sa that ſmore him would ſhew himſelf to blame. Am Few 

er chis ſear him to Caiphas where the oo bis W. 


but yo 
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' 1 WMiprieſts were aſſembled to form his Accuſztion, and 
Our to Subborn falſe Witnefſe: upon occaſion, but at lengrh 
e, r all dwinled into this, That be ſaid he would de- 
ne the Temple, and build it up again in three Days. 


he) Whit he were the Chriſt : Tho! 7 ſhould tell you, ſaid Chriſt, 
1 41 Wb am he, you would not believe me, nor let me go; 
net you ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming on the Clouds, and 
itting at the Right-hand of God, The High · Prieſt hav- 
then ing heard theſe Words, rent his Cloaths, and cryed 
> 21 ut, he had ſpoken Blaſphemy, and that there was no 

St. reed of further Witneſſes, and all of them declared 
i the hat he deferved Death, Then the Soldiers abuſed 

bu Wim, Spitting in his Face, ſtriking and Fuffet. ing him, 
05 WMayinz, Prophecy unto us thou Chriſt, who is he that [mate 


be. | 
ene The Night being thus ſpent, in the Morni 


J Y hey led him to Pilate, where St. Peter, who hag 
* ollowed ar a diſtance, denied him thrice, not withe 


pur horrid Oaths and Imprecations, ſaying, He 


ed the Jews, What he was accuſed of ? Who an- 
nered confuſedly, That if he had not been a wicked 


Fila not being accuſtomed te Condemn Men upon 


wh light Grounds, would have remitted him Alte 
vo cheir Hands, Whereupon they produced falf: 


rmed, that he was a Seditious Fellow, ſtirring up 
e People ro Rebellion, and hindred them from 


ben calling Jeſus, ſaid unto him, Art thou King 
"no Fews'? Jeſus rep 
— 
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mew not the Man, and immediately the Cack Crew; 
all happeved as our Saviour had fore - told. Pilate % 


\ 


an, they would not have brought him before him. 


rnefles, who making no mention of Religion, or 
de Temple, as they did before to the High- Prieſt, 


eplied his Kingdom mas not ot 
y Buſineſs among Men being to, 
Iuſtruc 


„re High-Preeft asked him, Why he made no Defence. Þ 
erat ſeſus Chriſt ftil! continuing Silent, he command= F 
ole ed him in the Name of the Moſt High God to tell him 4 


| 


4 


king Tribute to Ceſar, calling himſelf King. Pilate 


Ls o 
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Fi ged, imaging that this Puniſhment might be a meal 
do make him eſcape Death, 


"0 
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inſtruct them in the way to Everlaſting Life. Pi! 
perceiving our Saviour's Innocency, went and rol 
the Jews, that he found no fault with him ; the Chief 
Prieſts being the more inraged, charged him with 
ſtirring up the People from Galilee to that Place; 
whereby Plate finding he was a Galilean,«ſent hin 


d Herod, having firſt ask:d him why he did vor Ay 


ſwer his Accuſers; who making no Reply, he Afto. 
niſhed the Judge with his Silence. 

Herod was overjoyed at the fight of him, of whon 
he had heard ſo many wonderful things, and hop:4 
to ſee ſome Miracle wrought by him. Bur Chriſt 
nor anſwering him to the many Queſtions he pro- 
pounded , both he and his Soldiers deſpiſed and 
abuſed him, putting a gorgerous Robe on him, and 
lending him back ro Pilate ; who calling together the 


« Chief Prieſts, and che Rulers, and People, told 


them again, that neither himſelf nor Herod coul 
find any thing againſt him worthy of Death, And 
would have releaſed him upon the account of the 
Feaſt of the Paſſover, (when he was obliged to te. 
leaſe one Prifoner, whoever they pleaſed) being un: 
willing to Condemn him, and concerned alſo at 
the Meſſage ſent by his Wife, who charged him not 
ro have any thing to do in the Death of that Juſt 
Man, for whom ſhe had ſuffered many thing; in: 


= Dream. Bur the wicked Prieſts, and Rulers, who 


reſolved to have our Saviour's Blood, ſo influence? 


= the Multitude, that they cried our all at once, 


with this Man, releaſe unto us Barabas, whe fr 


| nn and Murder was Condemned to dye, Pilate then 
chem whar he ſhould do wich Jefus ? They ai: 114 


Rage eried our, Crucifie bim, Crucifie him. Pilat 
thinking ro afſwage their Fury, and to gratific thei 


malicious Sp tits, condemned our Saviour to be Scoury: 
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Then Judas when he ſaw how far the Enemies 
of our Saviour began to carry their Revenge, came 


to himſelf, and conſidering the Crime he had com- 
mitted, was ſciz'd with Deſpair, whick made him 


a bring back to the F-ws the Thirty Pieces of Silver 
"Which he had received of them, telling them, he 
* had ſinned by be traying Innocent Elocd, and having 
* rown bis Money into the Temple, went away and 
bo- OC N J 
han;ed himſelf. 
; After this, the Sculdiers of che Governour ſtrip- 
* ped Je ſus putting on him a Purple Robe and a 
10 Crown of Thorns ; and then in Scorn bow ed the Knee 
Fo to hm, ſaying, Hail King ot the Fews, and Spit upon 
.. him and Smote him on the Hrad with a Rerd; and 
in this Poſture, Filate preſented him to the People, 


de ung, Behold the Man ; but the Chief Prieſts and Of- 
fcers cried our again, Crucifie him, &c. Pilate ſaid, 
oy Tale ye bim and Crucifie him, fer I find no fault in him. 
WW Jews anſwer'd , That by their Law he ought to die; WM 
mo cunningly Infinuated into Pilate, that he ſhewed 
\ re. bor ſmall Affection co the Romun Emperor, in taking 
vn. WY Man's part, who had declared himſeif a King in op- 
* poſition ro Ceſar, The Governour, who was more 
* careful of his Fortune than to do Juſtice, could nor WE 
withſtand theſe Words; and obſerving that the more 
Ky he Rrove to fave him, the more tumultuous his Ene- 
ho mies were, he cauſed Water to be brought, and 
„ fought to cleanſe himfelf from the horrible Crime 
be was about to commit, by waſhing his Hands be- 
. © fall rhe People, and ſaying, he was Innocent of tbe 
44 of that juſt Perſon, let them look to it; To which 
of ©! the People Anſwered, His Blood be upon us and upon 4 
1 5:8 7 Children, And ſoon after he pronounced the 
oF Sentence of Death againſt our Saviour, delivering him 
intd the hands of the Jews; and fer Barabbas at Li- 


berty. - : UE 
The Jews having at length got him into their 3 I 
tower, they immedzatcly put the Scutence in Exe- 
* 7 cu 
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cution, their Fury being impatient of delays ; an 


loading him wich his Croſs, made him depart ou 


= of Feruſalem ro go rgaKgunt Calvary Which wa 


the uſual Place where -Malefactors ſuffered: fu 
finding our Saviour's Spirit faint, under ſo great x 
Burden, tt ey compelled one Simon to Carry it after 
him, attended by the inſulting Shouts of the People 
that followed him. The holy Women that had fol. 
lowed Jcſus in his Life-time, Jatreaded him to tis 
Death, diſcovering by their Sighs and Tears what 
Share they had in his Sufferings; And therefore the 
Son of God ſpeaks only to chem, ſaying, Daughters 

of Jeruſalem, weep not for me, but weep for your ſelves; 
For the time will come in which it will be aid, Bleſſed ar 
the Barren, and the Breafls which have not given Suck; 
" Then (hall they ſay to the Mountains, Fall on us, and 
cover HS, (gc. 
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The Crucifixiou of our L 
viour Jeſus Chriſt: 


and Sa- 


u R Blefſcd Lord being come to Mount Caluary 
(where this great Sacrifice was to be offered, 
thoſe efficacious Vertue was to communicate it ſelf 
0 all Ages) he was firſt offered Vinegar mingled with 
all, which he taſted, but would not drink, & 
enzth they ſtripped him of his Rayment, (upon which 
hey cel Lots as it was Prophecied by 1/aiah many 
rey Years before) and nailed him the Croſs 
en two Thieves, who were led ro Execution 
| fluid him, that he might the better paſs for 
74-doer. Our Lord (like a Sheep that ge ch 
ie Shearers is Dumb) opened not his Mouth unleſs 
ete te pray for his Perſecutors, ſaying, Father, ir- 
Me them, for they know nos what they do. Bur whilſt 
ws thus renderly affeteg togard his Enemies, 
7 forbore not intulonp 5 their 
and ſaying, Thou that deft 7e and; 
E. in three Daye, if then ard F God, care 
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din from the Croſs. The Chief Prieſts and Rulers lx. 
wiſe Mocked Reproached him for his weaknel, 
in pretend inge ſave others when he couſd not ſays 
3 : 2 _ 1 _ n that died with 
bim, blaſphemingly ſaid, If thou be Chriſt (ave 
Jelf,” and us that ſuffer with thee : Ba egen 2. 
ing his Soul ſuddeuly Enlightne , became a Convert 
which Example has given much Conſolation to many 
good Chriſtians and has been an occaſion of Ruin g 
numbers oi others. This Thiet juſtified dur Saviour 
Cauſe againſt his Companion, ſaying, As for our par 
ave ſuffer juſtly, whereas our Blefſed Lord has dons 
[Nothing amiſs; And addreſſing himſelf to Chri 
| (hom he knew to be King in another manner th; 
: Pilate did, who writ over his Head in Latin, Gies 
and Hebrew ; THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF Thi 
= JEWS.) He intreated him to rember him when þ 
= came into his Kingdom; which requeſt our Savioy 
| rr granted, and promiſed he ſhould be th 
day with him in Paradiſe, © © - s 
Our Holy Redeemer ſeeing the Blefſed Virgin ſtand 
ig at the Foot of the Croſs wich St. Fobn, the belove| 
Diſciple, he faid to h's Mo:her, Woman behold thy Sn 
- and to St. John, he ſaid, Behold thy Mother; about th 
Sixth Hour there was Darkneſs over all the Land ti 
the ninth Hour, at which time Jeſus cried with a lou 
F Voice, ſaying, ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHAN| 
That is to fay, MY GOD MY GOD WHY HA 
THOU FORSAKEN ME? Some of the Spear 
ſaid, He calls for Elijasy let us ſee if he will eme. 
- ſave him, Jeſus knowing that he had perfozme! 
things even to the leaſt Circumſtance of whatever! 
; _ been foretold by the Holy Prophets concerning | 
for a concluſion of all, he ſaid, I Thirſt, and hat 
1 ralted@Htcle Vinegar, and cry d with a loud Void, 
TR Ig, Father into thy bands 1 commend my Spirit, be 05 
bead gave up the Ghoſt, NY 
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Holy JESUS. 97 Mi 
Jeſus Chriſt having acompliſhed his Sacrifice on f 
he Croſs, and continued Obedient to the Death, there 
zppen'd ſeyeral things which plainly diſcovered who 
e was, and fiznified to the Fews, what an horrible 
time they had committed. The Heavens were over- 
pread wich thick Clouds of Darkneſs for three Hours, 
he Vail of the Temple was rent from top to boc- 
om; the Graves were opened, the dead Bodies of 
livecs Saints which {]: pt aroſe, aud leaving their Bu- 
ing Places, appeared to ſeveral in Jeruſalem. 80 
any extraordinary Prodigies made the Centurion, 
ho Commanded the Soldiers, and they that were 
ith him to watch our Saviour, greatly afraid, and 
hey cried our, ſaying, Certainly this was a Righteous 
an, this was the Son of God. 


Wo Bleſſed Jeſus, King of Heaven and Earth, 

ow meanly waſt thou Treated at thy Birth? 

Manger was thy Cradle, and a Stable 

hy Privy Chamber, Mary's Knees thy Table. 

hieves were thy Courtiers, and che Croſs thy Throne, 
hy Diet Gall, a Wreath of Thorns thy Crown, 

he King of Glory, ſuffered this and more, 

o make us Kings, who were but Slaves b:fore. 


Upon our Saviour s Paſſion, 


* Eirth quaked; ſhut was the-Sun's Glorious Eye, 


1 5 Jos to ſee the Lord of Glory Die. 8 
eds were black, and the Harmonious Spheres, 
* ſeit Order loſe ; the Clouds diſtilled Tears. 


ee Dead did now ariſe to give him room, 

* h Graye did gape as if to be his Tomb. 

4. e Heaven's aſtoniſh'c ſent down dreadful Thunder, 
org Foundation ſhook to loſe their Foundęt. 


* 


e 45 rent her Sacred Vail in two, o \ is 
a 3 8 ＋ 7 T2) 1 * . 8 K 75 * | X x | Shalf 7 | | 
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Shall ſenſeleſs things do thus, and ſhall not I, Fi 
|, Lord, drop one Tear to ſee my Saviour die? men! 
Oh! Let my Tears continually fall down, + dred 
And pierce this Heart that's harder than a Stone, Miſe 

| brin 
Another, wy 
Thus dy'd the Prince of Life, thus He, buffet 
That could not die, ev'n dy'd for Me, upon | 
My thoughtful Heart, Lord, ſhall ariſe, MnAce, 
And ponder theſe deep Myſteries. fers t 
What means his Death who knew no Sin, that | 
- Or what my Life who live therein? 1 
Mine was che Debt, and Death my due, ball þ 
Tho* thou waſt pleas'd thy Son to ſuc, among 
Thou Lord on him waſt pleas'd to lay in two 
The Debt, aud hc the Price did pay. | the W 
Thy Goſpel Feaſts, tho' ſweet to me, Eu 
Are the Emblems of his Agonie, an ex. 
And Oh! hz great his Sufterings were, Eccliy 
. Who th' Wrath of God and Man did bear? Wy 1 
The Father then forſakes his Son, Year 
And Creatures 'gainſt their Maker run. old 4 
The joylefs Stars ev'n ſeem'd to ſay, ſtrates 
Iſrael hath quencht the Lamp of day. Mar t 
The ſtubborn Mountains they Lament, ura 
Ihe Rocks they are in ſunder rent. "as a 
The Graves their ſealed Doors uncloſe, That | 
The Dead awak<n'd, alſo roſe. -. Nviout 
Th amaz d Centurion mourning eries Nun 
Oh! itis the Son of God that dies. E clip 
Thus all theſe Labour to confeſs, al 5 _ 
Thy Deity, thy Righteouſneſs, Pala i 
+ Enough dear Lord; theſe offer me, ad kl 
Supports for th* utmoſt Faich in thee, . 0 ink 
| | 125 t 
. Now as the Death and: Paſſion of our Saviour yo Catit 
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particularly foretold to the N by the Prophi\is ofW® 4 
* 


TW 


For Lactantius writes, that one of the Sibils afore · 
mentioned, gave an exact account thereot ſome hun- 


ds | 
7 


dred Years before, in theſs Words: He ſhall appear | | 


Miſerable, Ignominious and deformed, to the end he may 
bring Comfort to the miſerable; afterward he (hall fall 
into the hands of wicked and faithleſs Men ; they ſhall 
buffet him with their Sacrilegious Hands, and ſhall Spit 
upon him with their unclean Mouths. He ſhall yield his 
mrocent back to be Whipt, and be ſhall be ſilent while he ſuf» 
fers their Stripes, that he may thereby ſpeak Peare to thoſe 
that are dead, He ſhall wear a Crown of Thorns, and 
they ſhall give him Gall and Vinegar to drink ; This 
wall be the Kindneſs and Hoſpitality which he ſhall find 
among Men. The Vail of the Jews Temple ſhall be rent 
in two, and at mid-day there ſhall be darkneſs over all 
the World, 

Euſebius writes, that one Phlegon a Heathen, gives 
an exact Account of this darkneſs and extraordinary 
Ecclipſe, punctually agreeing with the time of the 
day in which Chriſt ſuffered, in the eighteenth 
Year of the Reign of Tiberius Cæſar. Eculus an 
old Aſtronomer Confirms the fame, and demon- 
ſtrates that by the poſition of the Sun and Moon at 
that time, ic was impoſſible there could be any 
Natural Ecliple. Dyeniſius the Areopagite, who 
"ws 4 very skilful! Aſtronomer, likewiſe Teſtiſies, 
hat he himſelf being twenty five Years old at our 
aviour's Death, made Obſeryation of this extraor- 
au Darkneſs, which he was aflured could be no 
ip of the Sun, becauſe the Moon was at full, 

bd therefore cried out with a loud Voice, Either be 
ld is at an end, or elſe the God of Nature Suffer 


52 
ind the Wiſe Men at Athens being aſtoniſned at 
s Prodigy, they thereupon erected an Altar 10 
e unknown God, which St. Paul reproved them for 


nad Crucified, was this unknown God; wheres 
As, Converted Ay 15 the Chriſtian Faith 3 
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which demonſtrates that this Darkneſs overſpre:d g 

che whole Hemiſphere, ſince it was ſeen at Athene, C 
and other Places remote from Feruſalem at the fame H 
time: Yea, the Moon being at full, as I have faid, aud L 
Having no Light but what ſhe reccives from the Sun, MW @ 


and being then in the Firmament under us, became MW ++ 
* likewiſe totally Ecclipſed, ſo that the Darkneſs wa ca 
= Univerſal over rhe whole Earth becauſe the Moon ful 
and Stars give no Light but what proceeds from the 55 
Sun,  Luctanus a Learned Prieſt of Artioxch, was a- 7, 
-euſtomed to uſe that as an Argument in Defence of W pe; 
the Chriſtian Religion, againſt che Heathens, that ther 
own Hiſtories and Ancient Records, confirmed the 
© Truth of che Miracles which happened at the Death 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The Ancient Jewiſh Rabbies declare in their Ta. 
mud, which was compoſed many Years before our 
Saviour's Paſſion, That their Meſſiah at his coming, 
ſhould be put to Death: And Rabbi Jonathan, who 
Dy'd a little before Jeſus was Born, applies the 
whole Prophecy in the 53d. of Iſaiah to the Murther 
of the Meſſiab by the Fews ; And Rabbi Simeon, who ſes, 
lived in the next Ape after him, writes thus; % {ci 
to the Men of Iſrael, becauſe they will ſlay the Mei 4 
God ſhall ſend his Sen in Man's Fleſh to cleanſe them, au chre 
#hey ſhall defliroy him. And Rabbi Hadarſon, with wer 
| theis in their Comments upon Dan. 9. ſay thus, T rifer 
Tears and a half ſhall God be preſent in the Fleſh, 1; 
* ſhall Cry and Preach upon Mount Oliver, and afterws 
| ball be Slain. Which differs very little from e 
Count given by the Holy Evangelifts. So that it is m 
| nifeſt the particular Circumſtances of Chriſt's Deu 
were Painly fotetold both to Few and Gentile, al 
1 aſſerted likewiſe by the Fewiſh octors before it ca- 
e paſh. 5 
Now the Jewe, whoſe Temper it was to be 
L poulous in things ot no Weight, ver forward to co 
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the moſt palpable Injuſtices, thinking it a great Crime TY 
id to ſuffer thtſe three Crucified Bodies to remain on the. 
ns, Croſs during the time of the Paſſover, which was 4a 
ne High Day with them, chey intreated Pilate that their WW 
ng Legs might be broken, agd that they ſhould be taxen- 
un, down from the Croſs, which be ing granted, they brake 
me WW thoſe of the other two, but not the Legs of ſeſus, be- 
Wa cauſe he was dead already; That the Scripture might be 
don fulfilled, A Bone of him ſhall not be broken. But one of the Wl 
tle WW Souldiers, with à Spear, pierced bis Side, and forthwith 
ac- WM there came out Blood and Mater; According to another Scri= 
: of WW prure, They ſhall look upon him whom they have pierced. | 116-6 
her At Night Foſeph of Arimathea, a Rich Man, and a 
the W ſecret Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, who was not any ways 
eat conſenting to his Death came boldly to Pilate to beg 
our Saviour's Body, which he readily aſſented to, 

Tal- whereup<n Foſeph together with Nicodemus, took the 
out MW Body of our Lord and Embalming it with precious Spi- 
ming. ces, and Shrouding it in a fine Linnen Cloth, they bu- | 
who ried it in a New Tomb hewn out of a Rock, and rode 
s the great Stone to the Door of the Sepulchre, And there wa 
iche Mary Magdalen, and Mary the Mother of James and Jo 100 
wo ſes, with other Women who followed him from Galitee, 6 
; Wl fitting over againſt the Sepulchre. = 
eib, Altho our Bleſſed Lord lay buried in the Scpul- 
n, aut chre, yet this did nor ſatisfie the Fews, for they 
6 were afraid leſt it ſnould be publiſhed that he was an 
nfen, They therefore went and told Pilate, chat 


þ, cis Deceiver while he was living, had ſaid, 4. 
ena ter three Days I will riſe again. And therefore they. de- 
me rede. him to ſet a Watch upon the Sepulchre, left Al 
t is n his Diſciples ſhould come and ſteal him away, and WY 
Deu afterwards give out a Report among the People, Wl 
le, chat he was Rien which was done accordingly. WY 


But hereby M@Slinded themſelves with theie own F | 
Wiſdom, for by defigning to prevent our Saviour's Wal 
Feſurreftion they confirmed the belief thereof, By I 5 
5 a: 
6 339 a 
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many notable and undeniable Proofs, For the $:py!. 
; chre being thus Guarded, and the Stone which ſecu- 
red it ſealed, their immediately aroſe a great Ext. 
quake, and the Angel of the Lord deſcending from Neatu 
» rolled away the Stone, and ſat thereon ; His eyes ſhimin 
like Lightning, and his Garments were white as Snow 
The Guards that lay near the Sepulchre were herely 
ſtruck with Terror, and became as dead Men, there 
fore they haſtned ro eruſalem, and told the Priefts wha 
had happened. Whereupon they immediately Af. 
ſembled co. conſult what to do, and at length could 
not find out a better Remedy againſt a thing fo evi 
dem, than to corrupt thoſe, Souldiers with 2 ęren 
lum of Money, which they gave them, who were to 
declare to all People, that whilſt they flept, his Dif. 
ciples came and ſtole away the Body, telling them, 
that if the Governour ſhould chance to hear of the 
fraud, they would ſecure them from danger, This 


they did accordingly, and the Fews to this day afra 
F the lame Falſity. 


_ 
8 ive 


ny 


Holy JESUS. 10g 


. Irne Reſurrection of our Bleſſed Lord and. 
rth Saviour 7eſus Chriſt. q | 
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NE Ke ſurrection of our Blefled Swiour, be- 
ing a mitter of the higheſt Importance, for 
ufirming truth of his Doctrine, was exactly fore- 
told both to 7ew and Gentile. And the many Pro- 
piecies on the Old Teſtament concerning the Great- 
gels, Glory and Triumphs of his Church, could never 
we been fulfill'd if he had nor riſen again from the 
bead; This was prefigured by Jonas being in the | 3 
y of the Fiſh three Days and three Nights ; ans 
al, 16. He will not ſuffer bis Hily one to ſee Corruption, 
Tin Hoſea 6, After two days will he revive n . 
be third a day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live inlils 
gt, And the Sibils about rhe ſame time, diſcovered' al 
ie fame o che Gentiles, one of which writ thut. He 
ball undergo» the pains of Death, and ſhall ſleep in the WAY 
eve fort three days, and then returning to Life again 1 
e ſhall be the fi-ft fruits of the Reſurrection to his h, Wal 
", and by conquer Peath ſþ:ll bring them to Life,” | Fa! 
| . 4 
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104 Che Hiſtozy of the 
As this was foretold by the Prophets before Chriſt 
appesrance in Fleſh, ſo ſeſus to comtort his Dilcip!, 
_ and Followers, promiſes the ſame in ſcveral Dilccyr 
- Tes he had with them, tho' many times they did 9e 
underſtand his meaning: Particularly in St. Matt, 1: 
Fr as Fonas was three days and three nights in theWhal: 
” Belly, ſo ſhall the Son of Man be three days and thr. 
nights in the heart of the Earth. Which promile of hi 
return, If it had been made for a long time to com 
(as Mabomet repos = the Saracens to Re- viſit them: 
gain aſter eight hundred Years) tho' the Performarce 
was never intended, yet might the Falſhood be con 
cealed by the length of time. But Jeſus ſo often i. 
firming, that he would riſe again in three days, i 
cannot be imagined but that he really deſigned to per 
form the ſame; otherwiſe he would have been judz 

ed a Deceiver. 
Now Mary Magdalen, and Miry the Mother d 
James ard Salome, and certain others, whoſe lo 
was the fame to Jeſus both living and dead, beit 


Body with Spices, argued among themfeives uh 


into the Sc pulchre; bur were greatly furprizd 
when drawing near they ſaw it open, and yet more 
when they entred in, not finding him whom the 
ſought for, Mary Magdalen ran immediately to giv 
price of this to the Apoſtles, and St. Peter beitg 
> to the Sepulchre, with St. Fohn, ſaw the Lir 


1 | FRE”: where the Body of Feſus was wrapped, a 
1 hep wer c 


3 — —U— 2 — — — 
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perplexed ; For as yet they knew not That 
Mie ſays, he muſt riſe «gain from the Dead; $ 


l ing away in an aſtoniſhment, Mary Magdalen tu 
| ried behind, ſh:dding Tears in the Sepulchre, whe 
| two Angels cloathed in White Rayment, one of whid 
ſtood atrke head, and the other at the Foot of t. 
place where the Body of Jeſus Chriſt lay, asked' 
hy ſhe wept? She anſwogadh, - They bare th 
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come early to the Sepulchte to perfume our Savicur' 


mould roll away the Stone that ſhut up the Paſlize 


Holy JESUS. - 105 


be Lord out of the Sepulchre, and we know not where 
pe tber have laid him. And they ſaid, Why ſeek ye the, n 
ou living among the dead ? He is not here, but is riſen ; c 
50 member how he ſpake unto you while he was yet in Gali- ſ 
12 lee, ſaying, The Son of Man muſt be delivered into the 
hal. WY Had of fanful Men, and be Crucified, and the third Day | 4 
ha riſe again. Mary Magdelene turning about, ſhe ſaw 1 
x 1:88 Jeſus in the ſhape of a Gardner, who ask 'd her, Why 
om ſhe wept? to whom ſhe ſaid, Sir, if thou haſt born him Wt 
mi hence, tell me where thou haſt laid him, and I will take 
arcs him away; Jeſus ſaid unto her, Mary, upon which 
e ſhe knew him; and being tranſported with Joy, ran ⁵ü 
n to embrace his Feet; but he ſaid, Touch me not ; for 
e Ian rot yet aſcended to my Father; charging her to 80 Ii 
pet and tell the Diſciples what ſhe had ſecn. | — 
judge This is the firſt appearance of jſeſus after his Re- h f 
! | 


ſurrection; his Diſciples recount Eleven more which 


er be did in the Fleſh, before his Aſcenſion. The fe-. 


lo cond was to Joanna, Mary the Mother of James, and 
bein the other Women, as they return'd home ward, WhO 
icur were permitted to kiſi his Feet, St. M th. 28. The 
wh third ro Simon Peter alone. 4. To the two Diſciples 
allied going to Ema. 5. To all the Apoſtles, and other 
rd} Diſciples together, when the Doors were ſhur. 6. To Þ 
mote the fame Company again after eight Day:, at which 
the time he did car and drink, and ſvffer'd them to touch 
g bis Body. 7. To St. Peter and St. gehe with five - 
being ther Diſciphs, when they were Fifhing, with whom 
» Lird he vouchſafed likewiſe ro eat. 8. To Eleven of his 
1, and Diſciples at once upon Mount Taber in Gatilee, 9, To 
at wove five hundred Brethren at once, 1 Cor, 18. 
1; lo. To St. James, as the Apoſtle teſtifieth. 11. To 
all his Apoſtles, Diſciples and Followers together up- 
whal on Mount Olivet, when in their preſence he aſcended 
which int Heaven, 12. Laſtly, After his Aſcenſion, to St. 
Paul, 1 Cor, 15. 8. And laſt of all, he was ſeen of me alſo, 


# one born out of due time. 
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herein Chriſt ſhewed himſelf after his Reſurrefhi. 


on, to fuch as by his eternal Wiſdom and Counſel 


were pre-ordained to be Witneſſes of fo gloriow x 
night; St. Luke affirms, Acts 1. He ſhewed himſelf 
ter his Paſſiin, by many infallible Proofs, being 
of them 40 days, and ſpeaking of the things pe. 


| gaining to the Kingdom of God, And the Scribes and 


Phariſees who were aſtoniſhed with the ſudden 
News of his rifing again, found out the moſt f. 
diculous and improbable Expcdient to diſcredit the 
| Tame, by ſaying, his Diſciples Role bim away whil: 
de 'Souldiers ſlept, &c. For the Apoſtles were ſo 
dejected and diſmay'd at our Savionr's Death, the 
end whereof they did not yet fully comprehend, 
chat it is probable they did not appear abroad fo 
Publickly as before; and the&fefore thoſe innocent 
Women, whom their Sex ſecured from Violence, 
preſumed only to vifit the Sepulchre which no 
Man durſt do for fear of the Souldiers, till the Wo- 
men told them they were terrified, and put to 
flight by the Reſurection of Chriſt, How then 
can it be imagined that his Diſciples, who were (0 
Aiſturbed and amazed, ſhould venture to ſteal a 


A dead Body from a Guard of Souldiers; or if the) 


mut up 


N 


"Had ſo much courage, what probability was there 
of Succeſs, rhe Body being laid in a. New Tomb, 
p with a great Stone, and Sealed by tbe 
Magiſtrate? how was it poſſible, I ſay, that the) 
mould come thither, break up the Monument, tak 
"Out the Body, and carry it away, never after to be 
found, without being ſeen or obſerved by ſome thi 
attended? or if all this were poſſible, yet what Pro 
. fir, Pleaſure or Comfort could it be to them in th 
their dejected State. to have the fight and preſent 
of 2 dead Carcaſe, fo mangled, torn and abuſel 
at that was both upon the Croſs and before, whic 
might rather have afflicted than yielded them al 
© Conſolation ? Finally, how FAM che Souldien: 
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har was acted and done while they were all aſleep, 
* Wa; the Prieſts made them ſay they were ? 

el Pilate conſidering all thefe Circumſtances, and 
de improbality of the Story, that the Body ſhould 
elf be ſtolen away without the knowledge of the Guards, 
eng Wand chat che Diſciples could have little benefit by 


5e, taking it away, he ſent for the Souldiers, and exi- 
— mined them ſtrictly about ir, who at length diſco- 


that in their ſight 7eſus roſe out of the Sepulchre; 


— and at that very moment there was ſo dreadful an 
* Earth-quake, and ſuch trembling and opening f 
4 Sepulchaes, with ſuch Groans, Screeches and Com- 


motions in all the Elements, that they ran away 
end, Hifrighted, and told the Chief Prieſts and Elders 
of the Fews, who being much diſturbed ar the 
News gave them Money to fay, that while they 
were [leeping the Body was ſtolen away by his D't- 
ciples. Pilate gave an account of this wonderful 


particular Confe ſſiom of divers others, who had ſeen 
and ſpoken with thoſe who roſe from the dead at 
that time, and had appeared to many of their Ac- 
quaintance at Feruſalem, aſſuring them that Jeſus 
was alſo Riſen. Tiberius was much lurprized at 


Gods, offering to confirm-the fame by an Imperial 
Decree; But they reſufing it, the Emperor was ſo 
affended, that he declared no Perſon whatſoever 


ling or owning the God head, and Doctrines of 
ebriſt. Thus much teſtinech Tertullian, in bis 


oed, who being a Learned Councellor, lived in 
Rome divers Tears befote he became a Chriſtian 
and: about one hundred and ejghty Years aſter 


ke; Fenton, gp 0 ay his Office and Learg- 
i gt! 


ar. | : 


—_ 


yered the whole truth of the matter; Namely, lt 


Tranſaction to Tiberius Emperor of Rome, with the i 


theſe things, and propoſed to the S-nate, char eus 
might be admitted among the reſt of the Roman 


ould be moleſted upon pain of Death, ſor prafeſ-. 


Apology for the Chriſtian Religion againſt rhe Hea- 
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' - lived before Tertullian, and is of no leſs Authoriy BW px 
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ing had opportunity to inſpect into the Roman Re BW the 
cords; and Egeſippus another Ancient Writer, uh bot 


affinms the very fame things. Yea, many 7e 7 


were forced to believe the Reſurrection of Chriſt ther 


tho it had not ſo much influence as- to perſwad Wi zhei 
them to become Chriſtians, And Joſephus afore-mer WW 774 
tioned, who lived about forty Years after Chriſt, n £6 
That tho Jeſus was Crucified by ſome of the Ch Wl foo, 
of their Religion, yet three Days after his Death, H fe 
appeared alive unto them, according as the Prophet BW m 


- Inſpired by God had foretold of him. Thus he un f es 


when there were yet a great many Chriſtians alive ben. 
who had ſeen and ipoken with Jeſus afrer his Reſur- WF ſenc 
tection; and a great number of Jews had heard th 87.7 
fame affirmed by their Fathers, Brethren, Kin fob part 


and Friends, who were themſelves Eye - witneſſes there eaſic 


of. So that there is ſufficient Teſtimony both Divine ratic 
and Humane, of the Reſurtection of our Bleſſed &. ¶ one 


viour. 2 fal 


that after the Holy Ghoſt Way fome upon them, 
722 ; LN 1 | | 


Jelus having appeared ſeveral times for forty Ds Fol, 
after he aroſe from the Dead; when the time of hit T 
Aſcenſion was come, the Eleven Diſciples went Birti 
away into Galilee ro Mount Oliver, where Chriſt Wl on: 
had appointed them, who appearing to them, 4% here 


| Worſhipped him, but ſome doubted :; He then de- the 
clated to them, that he had received all Power BY pune 


borh in Heaven and Earth, and ſent them wo ve a 
Teach and Baptiſe all Nations, promiſing that he Meſf 
wcu'd be with them to the End of the World, and MM yer | 
would give them Power to caſt out Devils, to pes Wand 

with New Tongues, to take up Serpents, not to be Powe 
hurt by drinking Poyſon, and to recover the Sick Wperfe 
by laying their Hand on them. And Commune and f 
ed them not to depart from Jeruſalem, till he had the) 
ſent the Promiſe of the Father to them, and that Won E, 
they were endued with Power from cn High, and 


the} 


* x 


"Sw, 


they ſhould receive Power to be Witneſſes to him 
both in Feruſalem, and to the uttermoſt Parts of the 
Euth. And it came to paſs after the Lord had ſpoken 
to them, when he had Bleſſed them, he was parted fr 4 
them, and while they beheld , a Cloud received him out of. 
their ſight, and he war carried up and was received io 
Heaven, And while they Mer ſbipped, and looked fled- 
faftly toward Heaven, as he went up behold two Men Wi 
flood by them in white Apparel, which alſo ſaid, Ie en 
of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up, into Heaven, this "iſ 
ſame Jeſus which is taken up from you into Heaven, ſhall 
ſo come in like manner as ye have ſeen him go into Hea- 
ven. Now all theſe things being dore in the pre- 
fu WF ſence of ar leaſt a hundred and twenty Wirnefſes, as 
the St. Luke affirms, Ads 1. Who likewiſe declares every it 
ok WE particular Circumſtance ſo exactly, it had been the 
ere eaſieſt matter in the World to have refuted t his Nar- 
ve ration, if it had not been true; neither would any 
8. one have received ſo much Damage by publiſhing ſuch 
2 falſhood as himſelf, and the teſt of the Diſciples and 
Da) WH Followers of ſeſus did. 2 - 
his To conclude therefore this brief Account of the 
went Birth, Life, Doctrine, Actions, Death, Re ſurrecti- 
| on and Aſcenſion of our Holy Redeemer ; Ir is 
tte hereby manifeſt, that whatſoever was fore-rold by. ll 
de. the Holy Prophets concerning the Meſſiah, was al 
Wer punctually fulfilled while Jeſus was upon Earth, and | 
n do ve are hereby fully aſſured, that he was the true 
t be Meſſiah, and the Savour of the World; which is 
and WM yer more evident by what enſued after his Aſcenſon 
peak, Wand departure out of the World ; whercin - his þ 
Power, Deity. Love, Care and Providence; His 
perfect accompiiſhment of ail the Promiſes te made, 
and finally the fulfilling of all his Prophecies, and YG 
the Juſtifica tion of all his Sctmous and Docttr ines up- 
on Earth have been declated and fu ly manifeſted, 
Which will appear to be true beyond 3 aan 1 * 
du, it we conſider th ollowing particulars. 1. al 
© rate Gael 2998 protection 


es 4 


y. The fulfilling all the Prophecies and Promiſe 


{ thoſe who had been Spectators of out Saviour's Af. 


1 Te 
Protection that Chriſt afforded to his little Church 


all the Powers of Earth and Hell. 2 The Acts of the 


ed every Hour to be ſeized and hal'd into Priſon. And 


niences, Jeſus performed his Promiſe, by ſeneini 


| 4 ides the Spiritual Towarhich poſſeſt rhe! 
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and Kingdom which he left upon Earth, with the 
wondertul Increafe and Continuation thereof againſt 


Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Martyrs and Witneſſes through. 
our the World, 3. That the Ringdom of Darkneſs waz 
ſubdued by his Death and Re ſur rection. 4. The ter. 
rible ſudgments that befel the Enemies of Chriſt, Laſt. 


which he made to hit Apoſtles, Diſciples and Foliloy. 
ers while he was upon Earth. 
1. As to the firſt, St. Luke tells us, As 1. That 


cenſion returned back to Feruſalem, and continued 
there together in Prayer, Supplication and Expectat- f, + 
þ 


on of what ſhou'd become of them; the whole City it 
were ſer againſt them; they themſelves were poor in- ad Lt 


nocent People and divers of them Women. Land — 
and Revenues they had none to maintain them, not Ned, 
Friends at Court to ſupport them againſt their Ene- 25: 
mies, the Name of Jeſus was hateful, and whoever migh 
| fpoke well of him was counted an Enemy to the State. *280 
Some of them poſſibly were concerned how they ſhould vom 


ſuſtain themſelves, and how this feeble Congregation 
ſhould ſubſiſt. For abroad they durſt not go for tear 
of Perſecution, aud they could nor long continue to- 
gether for want of Ne ce ſſaries, and beſides they doubr 


tho? in thoſe Diſtrefles they were ſomewhat comfort: If we 
ed wich the thoughts of their dear Lord, and the pit might 
cious Promiſes he had made at his de parture, yer che 10 — 


preſent Condition feemed in Humane Reaſon to b be fla 


very deplorable, 8 fery 


But behold, when they had continued ten Days t 
gether, and no doubt had ſuffered-many inconhy 2 


the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter. By whote co 


_— 


as 


—_— 
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duls they received Fortitude and Courage to go 
wh into the World; they had the gift of Tonzues Mt 
hat ſo al! People might underſtand the gocd ridings * Wh 
f Salvation which they brought; and were likewiſe 

udued with the Spirit, Wiſdom, and Illumination in 
he higheſt Myſteries, whereby to convince and con- 
ound their moſt ſubtle Adverfaries; they had alſo 
he gifr of Prophecy, with the Power of Working 


Wa. By cheſe Divine Aids, they Preached with ſuch 
u beach, that St. Peter Converted three thouſand 

i Wouls in one day, by one Sermon; and in a few Years 
ſter Chriſtianity was ſo ſpread over all the World, that 
e Roman Emperors began to dread the effect there- 
f ; rheir Adverſaries repreſenting them as Traytors 
nd Enemies to the Government ; whereupon Tertul- 
ian writ his Apology for the Chriſtians atore-menti- 
ned, wherein he thus argues with the Heathen Em- 
one Prom. If we were Enemies to the State, you 
de might then and go ſeek New Cities and Countries 
rogovern, ſince you would have more Adverfarics 
than Loyal Subjects in your Empire; we have filled 
your Cities, your Towns, your Provinces, your Ca- 
ſtles, your Fortrefles, your Camps, your Tents, your 
Pallaces, your Senates, your Market - places and your 
Iſlands, only we have left your Idolatrous Temples 


* to your ſelves, all other places being full of Chriſtians, 
* If we were Enemies, what dangerous Rebellions 
l might we have made, tho” our number be but ſmall 


; ** in compariſon of the reſt of your People; ſince we 
© IF fo little value our Lives, that we ſuffer our ſelves to 
be flain daily by your hands; this therefore is your 


„ol. us, we are Loyal, Patient and Obedient, and 
| that the Chriſtian Religion obliges us rather to be 
killd than kill. 


sl Thun we ſee wiäch mighty Progreſs Chiiſtiang. 


—— 


uch Signs aud Miracles as made the World aſtoniſn- 'F 


Safety, that notwichſtanding your unjuſt Perſecurion If d 
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had made in leſi than two hundred Years after the i z., 
Death of our Saviour, and how this little Flock in. _ 
= creaſed, notwithſtanding all ee and vio WH fa 
lence that the Grandees of the Worſd uſed to ſup. 
reſs ir; This being written in the time of the fourth ii 
erſecution, wherein Chriftians were proſecuted x; all 
the worſt of Malefactors, only for profeſſing the Re. 1 
- ligion of their Holy Maſſer; which yet Triumph'd o. 
ver the Torrures, Whips and Swords of the mighty 
Tyrants of the World, when there was no Temptatich 
ef Profir, Pleaſure or Advantage; but on the cons. 
„Pain, Miſery, and the moſt cruel Ceaths attended 
e ſame. Wh ine | 
When Oris, the Perſian Emperor undertook ty 
Conquer the World, he, for encouraging Men to 
.. Liſt chemſelves in his Service, caus'd a Proclamation to 
| be made, That whoſoever would be his Sold ien 
| s If he be a Foot-man, ſaid he, I will make him an 
© Horſe-man; if an Horſe-man, I will make hin 
© ride in a Chariot; if he be a Farmer, I will mak: 
* him a Gentleman; if he poſſeſs a Cottage, I will 
| * beſtow a Village on him; if he has a Village, 
© will give him a City; if he be a Lord of aCitm, 
I will make him Governor of a Province; and 
for Gold and Silver, I will pour it our upon him 
© by Wei hi and Meaſure, and not by Tale, This 
was the pompous Edict of Ou, to gain Fol. 
lowers for proſecuting his D:ſi;ns. Let us now 
-=oblerve the difference between this vain-gloriou 
Prociamation, and the Kncourage ment the Bleſſed Mi 
Jeſus gave to thoſe that would Embrace his Do. 
Qrines; The Sermons he Preach'd, were, Repent 
ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, In this 
World you ſhall have Trouble; you ſhall be as Shee 
among Wolves ; they ſhall deliver jou up to the Cout- 
eil, and ſcourge you in their Synagogues, ye ſha'l tt 
brought before Governours and Kings, and ſhad be 


tated of all Men for my Mane ee: if any Man 1 
\ 


— 


* 


the ze my Diſciple, let him dem himſelf, and take np his Croſs 
in. and follow me, Whoſoever ſhall ſave his Life for my ſake 
vio WH ſhall loſe it. And finally, he ſays, If any Man come ta 
up- me, and hate not bis Father and Mother, and Wife and 


urth Wl Children, and Brethren, and Siſters, yea and his own Life \ 


d ll alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple, 
Re. This was the Entertainment propoſed by Jeſus, 
d o. co ſuch as would come and ſerve under his Banner, 
hey WM wich expreſs Proteſtation, that he came not to ſend 
tion peace but the Sword, to cauſe Variance, Strife and 
at. Enmicy between the neareſt Relations: And yet theſe 
aced WF diſcouraging Doctrines, ſo contrary to Man's natural 
and ſenſual Appetite, tho* publithed by weak Inſtru- 
K 108 ments, gained more Hearts in 1 Years, than 
n 10 erer any Monarch in the World did, by propoſing 
n 10 the greateſt Profits and Advancages to their Subjects. 


ers i Which clearly evidenceth the Almighty Power of 1 
m u Chrift, who contrary to Humane Reaſon could gain ſo % 


hin I miraculous a Conqueſt. 

make 2. And this introduceth the ſecond Particular, 
| wil namely, the wonderful things wrought by the 
ze, I Apoſtles, who being mean unlearned Fiſher-men 
City, I Tent-makers, Cc. were choſen our, and aſſign 
and to perform this weighty work of Converting all 
him Nations and Countries, and ro confound the Power, 
This Wiſdom and Learning of the Rabbies and Doctors 
Fol-Wof the World; and to Govern and Direct all thoſe 
non who ſhould ſubmit to the Laws of their great 
2ri0uMaſter 5 For which they ſeemed no ways qualified 
leſled if we conſider their weak Queſtions, and Demands 
Doe while before his Paſſion, whereby they appeared 
Kepeni eo have profired fo little by the Converſation and 
1 thi: Flaſtru&ions of our Saviour fo 

Sbech together, as to be very incapable of ſuch high Of- 
Courices, or to underſtand ſuch great Myſteries. Yer 
1 [*ieſe very Men, who of themſelves were weak 


4 V:Pnd impotent, received ſuch Wiſdom and Under- 
nh N 


— — 


them 


landing after the on of the Holy Ghoſt upon "8 


wh 
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them, thzt the World ſtood amazed, that without N 
Study they could put to Silence the greateſt Philo. WM the 
ſophers then living, and work ſuch ſtrange Miracles Ml ws x 
in the open view of all Men, fo that Sr. Luke ſays WM and 
Acts 2. Fear cameuupon every Soul, at the many ſian Mothe 
end wonders done by the Aboftles. Wrcre! 

As for inſtance. The Healing of the Cripple by owa 
St. Peter by only bidding him, in the Name of Jeſu che 6 


of Nazareth, rife up and walk! The ſudden Deich mer 


| 
| * 
1 


of Ananim and Saphira, by the Word only of tha 


Divin 
Evan; 
paſled 
witho 
he Pi 


Apoſtle ; and his being deliver'd our of Priſon by 
an Angel. The varicty of Larguages which the Apo. 
ſtles ſpake ; the viſible deſcending of the Holy Spirit; 
the Miraculous Converſion of St. Paul; Theſe and 


many more Supernatural Works, periorm'd before a Mſhoule 
great number of Witnefſes fiil'd the Prople with ad R 
Wonder and Amazement; And, as we have bintec hd 
if any part chercot Þad been ſalſe, the Fews weuldBrq 1; 
certainly have expoſed the ſame thereby to diſcredit Woof 
the Truth of che Chriſtian Religion; Bur on the c:-Bhiſc;p 
trary, the moſt earneſt Adverſat ies thereunto com f Cor 
ſeſſed rhe Facts, but calumoiated ti em as if they wers y 
done by Magick Art, and the Power of che Devi, Mere p 
Julian and Nero alledg'd, who cmulating the Mirzcete £2 
of the Apoſtles, ſtudy'd that vain Science on purpoeongue 
to have imitated chem therein; but PH fay:, W iverz 


Men were ever more beffled and deccived thereby 
neither of them being able to foreſee their own mt 
ferable ends. Thus the Apoſtle proceeded to Preach 
the Goſpel of Chriſt through all the World, no dat 
ger nor Perſecution, no, not Death it ſelf, having 
power to ſhake their Conſtauey; they joytully Jay!ny 
down their Lives for confirming their Doctrine wit 
Comfort, Courage, and in full expectation of heit 
rewarded with Crowns and Kingdoms in ancth 
World; all theſe things manifeſt, that what — 
Men did, could proceed only from the Divine aſſi 
ance of their Lord and ane 


- No 


N. 
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ut Now as to the Evangelifts, who have Recorded 
o- che Birth, Life Doctrine, and Death of our Lord, 
ics we may obſerve, that Chriſt in delivering his Laws 
ys, WM 2nd Precepts to us, uſed a different Method "from 
other Law-givers, who to procure them greater Re- 

yerence and Authoricy, writ them down wirh their 
by Mown hands; as Licurgas, Solon and others among 
u che Greeks, Numa Pompilius to the Romans, and Ma. 


homet to the Saracens, Bur Jeſus to manifeſt his 
Divine Power, in directing the Stile and Pen of the 
Evangeliſts, left nothing written by himſelf, bur 


po: Wpaſſed out of the World in Innocency and Silence, 
nit; aichout any Oſtentation of his own Actions; that 
aud the Prophecy of Ezekiel might be fulfilld, that there 
re 4 Whould be four undeceivable Witneſſes, which Day 
wii ad Night ſhould without ceaſing, Preach, Kxtol 
wech Wand Magnifie their Lord and Maſter. The firſt 
_ nd laſt, Namely, St. Matthew and St. Fohn were 
ul 


\poſtles ; St. Mark and St. Luke were two of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, who Recorded what they had undetſtuod 
y Conference with the Apoſtles. The firſt Goſpel 
vas writ in Hebrew, becauſe the Actions of Chriſt 


+ Vere performed among the Jews. The other three 
cle faid to be written in the Greek and Roman 
7” ongues, And tho' they wrote their Hiſtories in 


wers Countries far diſtant from each other, yet 
ey exactly agree in moſt particulars, They pub- 
ſhed them when great numbers. were alive that 
ad ſeen the facts, and many more who endeavour- 
to contradict them. They ſer down the City, 
own, Village, Place, Time, Hour, Men, . Wo- 
en, &c. And the mere Circuaiſtancts there were, 
ie eaſier had they been refuted. They did not 
ite. in Fudea of things done in India, but in the 
me Country where they were publickly known, 
ey publiſhed their Goſpels in their own Lives times, 
d preached the fame ching. They never altered, 
amended their wyirings from what they oo 
*Y : et 
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Authors have mentioned in former Ages. 
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ſet down; And laſtly they lay'd down their Lives i 
the Defence and Juſtification of what they had wrix. 
ten, which never hapened to any Monarch in the 
World, for the Credit of his Laws or Edict:. 
Their manner of writing was fincere, without Ar 
or Rhetorical Flouriſnes. They fttrer none, no na 
= kimfelf whom they adored ; and tho” they con: 
eſs him to be their God and Creator, yet they do na 
conceal his-Infirmicies as he was Man, as his Hunger 
and Thirſt, his Wearineſs, his Weeping, his Paſſia 


of Fear, and the like. Neither do they omit the De. 


fects which che World might ſuppoſe the Apoſtles,and 
their other Superiors were guilty of. As, how Chris 
-rebuked them for their duineſs of underſ}anding, afte 
long Inſtruction; and of their asking him very imyer 
tinent Queſtions; they fer down the Unbelicf of Sr, In 
mas, the Ambition of St. Fohn and St. Fames the 80 
of Zebedee, while they were yet living; wich St. Pe 
denying his Maſter; yea St. Matthew owns himſelf u 
be a Publican, which was a Scandalous Office among 
the Jews, Theſe Writings were received for undoubt 
ed Truths by all who lived in that Age; there were 
great number of Copies Tranſcribed, which were pre 
ſerved with the urmoſt Care and Reverence as Ho 
and Divine Scriptures, They were Read, Taught ant 
expounded by the Fathers and Preachers in all Age 
fince ; ſo that no doubt we have the very ſame Writ 
ings Incorrupted, as they were left by their Author 
ſince it was impoſſible for any Adverfary to Corrup 
ſo many Copies as were extant throughout the Wort 
and the fraud not to be diſcovered. And we find th 
we have at this time the fame very Text, Words all 
| Sentences, that the Ancient Fathers Alledge out of ti 
| Scriptures, ſo that there can be no more queſtion 0 


lem, or ſuch other renowned Cities, are the ſame i 


. 
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this matter, than whether Ronie, Conſtantinople, Terug. 


Chriff 
thouſ 
wond 
no leſ 
But | 
fo brir 
rth 
cred 

Multi 
es, ſu 
Put to 
blood 
heard 
cible 


— 


Now for the Confirmation of what the Holy Evan” 
lift Recorded, the Divine Providence O:dained, 
that almoſt infinite numbers of Witneſſes or Martyrs 
ſhould Sacrifice their Blood for Chrift and his Do- 


conMeligion in the World beſides, confidering all the 
 noMCircumſtances thereof. For tho ſome few of the 
n:e ewt and Macabees were injuriouſly put to Death by 
ſo Meathen Princes, yet was generally more for the 
- deMrcfiſting their Authority than out of hatred to their 
kcligion ; and as to numbers, tis evident that more 
Chriſtians ſuffered in two Months for the ſake of 


aſterChriſt, than were put to Death of the Fews in two 
npeMchouſand Years before his coming; which is very i 
. nMwonderful, confidering that the Jewiſh Religion was Pi 


noleſs oppoſite to Pagan Idolatry than Chriſtianity, 
But herein Chriſt's Sayings were fulfill'd, I came not 
to bring Peace, but the Sword; and again, I ſend you 
th as Sheep amonge Wolves, &c. To be Torn, Maſſa- 
cred and Deſtroyed: And indeed almoſt infinite 
Multitudes of all Conditions, Ages, and of both Sex- 
e pie es, ſuffered daily fer the Teſtimony of Jeſus ; being 


Hol put co Death with ſuch intolerable Torments, by the 


ic a bloody Tyrants of the Earth, as were never before 
Age heard of; all which they endured with ſuch 1nvin- 


WI cible Courage and Alacrity that their very Enemies ⁵³ 


than were Convict they were ſupported by ſome Livine 
orrupMPower, © 


word And "becauſe ſome Heathens objected that wicked 


1d tien might ſuffer with chearfulneſs as well as Chri- 


1s 1 ſtians, Tertullian in his Apology, thus Argues with 
of thi chem. I do acknowledge that ſome Malefactors may 
ion rer Death undauntedly, yet they ſeldom defend their 
rende Actions, but rather. excuſe, deny and conceal them. 
ze Me tremble when they are taken, and hardly acknow- 
ledge their Crimes upon the Rack, and when they are 
condemmed „ they Lamm and Grieve, imputing their 
eve, Fortune $0 Deſtin er the Planets. On the can 

[i | Y frary 
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arine, which news was done for any Profeſſion or 
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tram the Chriſtian is neither afraid nor aſbamed of f 
| Cauſe fir which be ſuffers, but Glories therein, If k 
be accuſed he does not deny the Truth, but boldly cn 


Feſſetb the ſame; If he be condemned, he gives thank 
and ſeems to repent that he was not called to Die ji 


Chriſt ſooner, What evil can you then charge upon Chi 
flianity which frees the Profeſſors of it from Shame, Ri 


pentance and Sorrow; and fills them with Conſolation au 


Foy in ſuffering for the ſame ? So that nothing can mo 
aſſure us of the Divine Power and Omniporency d 
Jeſus, than the invincible Fortitude which he impar 


ed to his Witneſſes and Martyrs above all Human: 


ſtrength or thoughts. 

3. Our Bleſſed Lord likewiſe ſnewed his Omnip 
tency in filencoig all the Heathen Oracles at hi 
Birth, of - which the Pagan Authors took gre 
notice: Euſebius relates, That the Oracle of Aal 
was often heard to complain of the Hebrew Child 
that was Born, and to ſay, Woe unto. me, Lament 
with me, for the Hour of giving Anſwers to thoſe wh 
adored at my Altars is now taken frem me. And we 
read that many wicked Spirits beg'djof Chriſt, whet 
upon Earth, not to Afflict or Torment them. Bu 
after his Death, upon the Preaching of his Nam 


Which abounded in every Countrey and City wer 
| abſolurcly Silenced, ſo that as St. John ſays, Ch 

came into the World to deſtroy the Works of #he Devi 
and left the ſame Authority to his Diſciples at 
Followers. La#antius Reports, That in his Days 
Chriſtian Servant going with his Maſter into an It 
Temple, the God's cried out, They could do noch 
while that Chriſtian was there. And Euſevi 
writes, That che Emperor Diocleſian going to inqui 
of the Oracle of Apollo, received Anſwer, That! 


| of the Chriſtians, who 


ap reckoned {o 50 | 


, 
128 
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| and Goſpel throughont the World, the OraclFi 


uſt Men were the Cauſe he could ſay nat hing; ir 
is own Prieſts interpreted to be mcanc Irm 


cider 


— 
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nd Plutarch, who lived within one hundred Tears 
ter Chriſt, ſearching diligently into the Cauſe of 
ie ceaſing of Oracles, concludes, That either chere 
vere ſo many Wiſe Men in the World, that their 
lnfwers might ftand for Oracles, or that the 
piries wherewith they were pofleſs'd, were by length 
time grown Old or Dead. Finally, Porphiry, an 
rneſt Adverſary to Chriſtianity, ſpeaks thus of ÜN 
Eſculapins, the God of Phyſick, at a time when Me- © 
1 in Sicily was viſited with a dreadful Peſtilence. 
is no wonder, lays he, that this City has been ſo many 
Mears vexed with the Plague, ſince both Æſculapius and 
[the reſt of the Gods, are now departed from it by the 
ming of the Chriſtians; for fince © Men have begun tos 
ſhip this Feſus, we could never obtain any benefit from . 


* 


' th 
If by 

Ct 
inhy, 


greats Gods. Thus much the Champion of Paganiſm has 
ApallaWecorded to the Honour of Jeſus, and tho he defign'd 
ChidWereby to raife Hatred and Perſecution againſt them, 


t his Confeſſion is very remarkable, and confirms Mt 
hat Plutarch relates, that about the end of Tiberius's || 
gn, a ſtrange Voice with horrible Screeches and 
owlings were heard in the Grecian Sea complaini 

eit God Pan was dead, which he affirms was atteſt 

WP 7iberius, and that all his Diviners and Soorhfayers 
Piog called could yield no reaſon for the ſame. But 
ee Chriſtians by computing the time, found that this ill 
cident happen'd exactly at the Death of Chriſt, 
dereby-all che wicked Spirits and Idols upon Earth | 1 
re overthrown and Silenced, 14 


)ays, „. And as the Divinity and Omnipotency of our 

n 10eſſed Lord was manifeſted in ſubduing all Infer- Þ 

ochin! Enemies, ſo his Juſtice upon thoſe on Earth is ü 

zeilen Remarkable z For tho the Eternal Puniſhmenr WM 
ul $ 


the Wicked is reſerved for theLife to come, yet | 'f 

the Maniteſtation of his God-head ar his firſt 5 
s Herd, 
called 


eestancenin che World, it was Neceſſary that 
ne of them ſhould be made eminent Examples. 
Ch Diſpleaſure. Of tius number wa 


— . 


0 &y 


120 The Hiſtoꝛy of the 
F calle@ the Aſcalonite, who after his Perſecution of 
| Chriſt in bi! Iulancy, and the Slaughter of the Inſans 
| 
| 


| 


of + Bethlebem- for his ſake, wore out à miſcra\le 
Life, iu continual fear- of his own Wife and Son, 
"whom after he had cruelly murdered, he fell int 
Grief and Deſperation, by reaſon of a loathſcme and 
incurable Diſeaſe, of which he died, that he attempt. 
eld ro Stab himſelf if he had not been prevented by 
the By-ſtanders, Archel aus his Eldeſt Son, who wa 
| a terror to Jeſuy in his return from Egypt, being let 
King by his Father Herod Auguſtus would not confirm 
' the Succeſſion, but of a King made him a Te:rarch 
or Governor of the fourth part only of his Domini. 
ons; and afterward ſcizing on all his Eſtate, he va 
| baniſhed into France, where he died miſerably. Her 
Called Antipas, Brother co Archelaus and Tetrarch 
of Galilee, who put St. John Baptiſt ro Death, aud 
Scof'd at our Saviour when he was brought beſor 
him, and Herodia his Concubine, before his Paſſion 
was depoſed by the Emperor Caius, upon the Accufatyy ſuſti 
on of Agrippa his neareſt Kinſman, and contume liouſii Liber 
Baniſhed into France, and after ward into the Deſat peace 
"Places in Spain, where he and Herodias wandring ab:u 
in great Miſery, abandoned of all Men, ended the s 2 
wretched Lives; And it is Recorded, that her DancY And 
ing Daughter Herodias, who required St. Fohn Baptif WM pur | 
Head, being forced to paſs over a Frozen Riv had n 
the Ice broke, and her Head was cut off» therebyMand , 
without hurting the Body, to” the Admiration of i dhe $, 
the Spectators. After this - Herod Agrippa, who Wand & 
cuſed Herod the Terrateh, having ſlain St. Fames, ant 
I Impriſoned St. Peter, Was in à publick Aflembly 0 
the Princes and Nobles of Ceſarea, ſtruck from Hel 
ven with. a moſt horrible Diſcaſe, whereby his-who 
Body Putrified, aud he was eaten with Worms, 
we read in Aﬀs 12. And Foſephus-affirms the ſam 
„ and remarks wich admitation, that at thetime whe 


0 he wits ee, which e ferent 74 
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Holy] E SUS. 121 
1 of after Chriſt's Paſſion, the whole Family and Kindred 1 
ann of Herod, wiic't he lays, Was very large, he having ſe- 
ade yeral Wives at once, with many Children, Brothers, 
ons, il Siſters, Nephe s and Relations, yer they all died mi- 
in ſerably within that ſn'-re Ame, not one of them re- 


au mining to kcep up the Name or Family, which ſays 


np. he, evidenceth to the * ord the folly of Men in 
d by placing Confidence in any Humane Felicity. 

vol Neither did the Romans, who had any hand in 
 leit perſecucing Jeſus or his Followers eſcape better; 
firm For Pontius Pilate, who pronounced Sentence againſt 
Ach our Lord, falling into Diſgrace in Judea, was ſent 


nin home to Ia), and there being Neglected and Diſ- 

nu counrenanced by the Empcror his Maſter, ke fell N 
era into Deſparation and killed himſelf with his own BM 
ach Hands, © Yea, of the Roman Emperors themſelyes, WM 


aud 


: ſrom the Reign of Tiberius to Conſtantine the Great, 
efor 


who Eſtabliſhed the Chriſtian Religion, being about 
Ton three hundred Years, few-or none eſcaped Divine 
uſa ſuſtice ; For Tiberius, who. gave the Chriſtians 
zou Liberty, and forbid their being moleſted , died 
ela peaceably in his Bed 5 but Caligula, who in con- 
av-ul tempt of all Divine Power, would be Worſhipped 
cnet as a God , was murthered by his own Kindred. 
Dane And Nero, who firſt Perſccuted them, after he had 
ptiſ i pur to Dckth St. Peter and St. Paul at Rome, and 
Rireſz had murthered his own Mother, Brother, Wife, 
reh ind Seneca his Maſter, was fo abhort'd of all, that 
of i ne Senate eondemued him to be put into the Pillory, 


o ze ind ro be Whipt to Death, to avoid which Shame- 
„tel end, he flew himſelf, complaining that he had 
ply Oo neither Friend nor Enemy to Diſpatch him. The 
1 fleiß ie Tragical Deaths had the Emperors, Galba , 


who 0tho, Vitellius, Domitian, Commodus, Pertinax, Jus 


ms, n, Marcinus, Antanius, Alexander, Decius, Gal. 
ſama u, Polutianus, Emilianus, Valerianms, Galienun, 
hema, Calanus, Maxitrganus, Lucinus, and othetzz 
hei miſerable Deathgza, Noble Ghriftian Coutts 
ue N >, by, So WE 7 | 1 4 


— 
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- Bleſſed Saviour at his Death and Paſſion. 


122 The Hiſtozp of the 
cellor above one Thouſand Years ago objected avainf 
Zoſumus a Heathen Writer, to ſnew that all theſe fel 


by the Power of Jeſus, and that ſince Con ſtantines 


Days, whilſt the Roman Fmperors have been Cut. 
ſtians, no ſuch Examples can be ſnewed, except ur. 
on Julian the Apoſtate, and Valens an Arian Here. 


tick, and ſome few others, for their Notorious and di- 


teſtable Enormities, But the moſt eminent Inſtarce 
of Divine Juſtice, was what befel the whole N:tio: 
of the Fews, for their barbarous Cruelty to cur 
And ic- 
cording to the Account given by Foſephus and Phils, 
both Jewiſh Hiſtorians, who lived about the ſame 
time, their intollerable Calamities and Mif. ries, 
Joon after the Aſcenſion of Jeſus, can hardly be i. 


" magined : Firſt, by Pilate their Governour, ard 


then by Petronius under Caligula, and ſeveral or er; 


afterward, which at length inforced them to Rebel] 


againſt the Romans, and occaſioned their utter Ruin 
and Excermination by Titus and Veſpaſian, with the 


burning of their Temple, and Deſtruction of Peryſalem, 


iloocoo of them being ſlain in the Siege, ard 
Seventy ſeven Thouſand taken Priſoners, who wete 
either put to Death, carry'd in Triumphe, or ſold tor 


Slaves into all Parts of the World. And ic is remark- 


able, that this Univerſal De ſttuction of the Jewiſh 
Nation, the like whercot never happen'd to any Pco- 
ple before or after them, (the Romans ne ver uſing an; 


uch Severity towards others that they Conquer d) 


came upon them at the very ſame time that they 
put our Saviour to Death; namely at the Feaſt d 


the Paſſover, when the whole Nation, out of 


Countries and Tribes, were Aſſembled tozerier, 
and that by the Hands of the Roman Caſa, '7 
whom they had rejected Jcfus, . ſaying, We 6: 
King but Cæ ar. And as they Apprehended © 'i1t 


upon Mount Oliver, ſo Titus planted bis firlt Biirc'y 
|, for their Dcſtiuttion upag 


that Mount, Aud, 4 
— at —— . 45 the) 


AK 
1 
— „ 


— 
— *,+ 4 : - 
Mee b6- 


* % VA 


- | a 


they led Jeſus from Caiphas to Pilate, fo they were 
hailed up aud down from ohn to Simon, (two Ty- 
rants that had Uſurp:d Dominion within the City) 
ind were Scourged and Tormented before their Tri- 
bunal Scatz. Again, as Feſus was; Scofft at, Braten, 
and Viilanoufly intreated by the Soldiers. in Pilate's 
Palace, ſo were the 7ewiſh Noblemea and Governors, 
abuſed, Bearen, and Crucified by rhe ſame Soldiers, 
with Cruel Deach of Cruciſying was, practiſed upon Þþ 
them ſoon after Chriit's baſſion, but never before: \ 
and Foſephus affitms, that five Huadred of them ſut- 
ſered this Opprobrious Death in one Day, inſomuch, [ed 
hat the place they dy'd in would hardly contain ſo 

any Croſſes, nor could they fcarce find Croſſes to 

Execute them upon. "7 
All theſe Calamities fell upon them about Forty 1 
cars after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, all which time | 
ey continued obſtinate Oppolers of his Doctrine, 
Iclivered to them by himſelf and his Diſciples, of 
whom they had Slain St. James and St. Fohn, and. ; 
aniſhed S. Peter, Sr. Paul, and others. La#antius 
elates, that Chriſt appeared to the two Latter, a * 
tle before their Martyrdom at Rome, and declar- 
d, That within chlee or four Years after their 
heath, he would take Revenge on the Jews, by 
he utter Deſtcuction of Feruſalem, and that Gene- 
nion; which he ſays, they revealed to the Chri- 
ans in Fudeaz whereupon faith Euſebius, they de- 
ted from Feruſalem, not long before the Siege 
gin, toa Town called Pella, beyond Fardan, o 
ien ſeſus had directed them, it being under the 
ovecament of Agrippa, who being at Amity ;with 
ie Romans, they remained in Peace and Safety, 
biſt all the reſt of Fudea was brought to Deſolati- 
. Foſephus adds, Thar after the Wars were ended, 
tus ſear Sixty Thouſand Fews as a Preſent to his 
cr Veſpaſion at Rome, co be pur co Death as, he. 
Fr, dd law wich, his owa © - 
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[| 224 The Hiſtozy of the 
| | Eyes, Fifteen Hundred murdered in one day, h 
ecmbate among themſelves, and fighting with Wi 
| Beaſts for the 'Emperof's Diverſion, Others wer 
made Bon- fires of in times of Triumph. Othen 
condemned to the Quarries to dig and hew Stone 
| all their Lives. After this, an innumerable mult 


tude were deſtroyed by Adrian; who at lengt road 
ſent Severus his Lieutenant to extinguiſh the won o 
| Race of them, who ru'ncd ninety eight Towns an; .;o-; 
Villages, andflew five hundred and fourſcore thouſai i. 4 
Few: in one day; he likewiſe taiſed the Walls ad : 


Arcient Buildings of Jeruſalem, fo rhat one Stone ut 
not left upon another, and changed the name of i 
to Elia, after that of his Maſter Elias Adrianus ; ant 
made a L1w, that it ſhould be Death for any Fenif 
Slave ever to return thirher, or fo much as look from 
any high Place toward that Country again, This ter 


- rible Judgment fell upon the ei for the accompliſh mel) 
ing their own demand to have Jeſus Crucified, u jj; 5 
crying out with one conſent, Let his blood be upn Wa h 
and our Children. iſcip' 


6. Laſtly, As this ſufficiently declares the Din 
nity of our Bleſſed Lord, ſo the fulfilling of all hi 
>. Sayings and Prophecies while upon Earth, is a (ur 
ter Confirmation thereof. How often did tc 

weith much Vchemence , threaten Woes to the 
Scribes and Pnariſces,' telling them, that all th 


Righteous Blodd ſned upon Earth from that of it de 
to Zacharias, ſhouid be avenged upon that Genter. 
tion; that the days ſhould come that Fery/al 'd, 21 
> + ſhould be compaſſed with Armies, and their EnWario:: 
mies ſhou'd caſt a Trench about it, and ſhould Ever 
it even with the Ground, and not leave one Sey cap 
upon another, and flay their Children; and than 
ſhou'd fail by the Sword, and be led away Caput wol 
. Into I Nations, and Ferufalem ſhould be trodd ich 
gown vt the Gentiles, with“ many other Partiqui that 
Thbeſe Defolations Feſass:c-told ſhould 5 on TY 
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e Jews, at that very time when they were at Peace 
ith the Romans, and there was no Humane Probibis 
ry of ſuch Calamiries impending over them, which. 


et exacty came to pals, | 5 
This occaſioned Phlegon, an Heathen Hiſtorian im 


WM: time of the Emperor Arian, about one hundred 

Wears after Chriſt's Death, who took ſpecial Notice of 
4, | our Saviour's Prophecies, as well about the deſtru - 
'hok 


ion of the Fewo as the lamentable Perſecurionsof the 
nriſtians, to write, That never any Min upon Earth pre- 
Fed ſo punctually of Future Events, as e us Chriſt did. 
nd this Teſt: mony St. Origen Aled ges againſt Celſus. 
Heachen Philoſopher and Epicure, even the very 
ext Age after the Author writ it, which confirms the 
ruth thereof. a 

Many other Inſtances might be given of our Savi- 
ur's PrediQtions which were punctually fu'fill'd,- rho? 


steigere was no reaſon, nor Humane probability thereof: Fi 
pit umely, The fortelling the Manner, Time and Place \ Wi 
„nis owa Death; The Perſon that ſhould betray hiov / i 
en d his deſperate end. The flight and fear of his | | | 


leipies, tho they had given ſuch ſtrong aſſurances ! . Þ * 
br to for ſake him: The three Denials of St. Peter, 


e time of his own Reſurrection and Alec nſion; the 
| 0 nding of the Hoy Ghoft, and many other Prophe- 
e 


es and Promiſes uttered to his Apoſtles Difc ples and. 
lowers, all which were after ward fully accompliſned. 
d were evident Proofs of the Divinicy of Jeſus. | 


it be objected by the D iſts, tha- rhefe Propheſies 
eneiggrre recorded by the Evangeliſts after they were tub 
4/1194, and copſequently they might be their own In- 
J Ex tions; to ſilence the ſe Infide!s, we may find feve- 


| Events predicted, and publiſh:d in Writing before 


— 


Sicuhey came to paſs; ſuch as the manner of Sr, Peter's .. 

| tW-ah while he was alive; the cruel Perſecution 
put would fall upon the Chriſtians for his ſake, of B 
oddWich there was very little Tikelihood, the Rem ms 

cu that time g ving 77 8 to the Exerciſe of alb 

) , * FI - Religions, { } 


126 The Hiftozy of the 
IF. Religions, and many other Iaſtances that might 
wen. -* 
X To conclude ; by all that has been ſaid, three thin: 
of high Importance have been manifeſted. 1. Tix 
from the Creation, there have been Premiſes in: 
Times and Ages, that a Meſſiah and Saviour ſhouj 
come iuto the World, in whom all Nations ſhould y 
blefied, with the time, manner and circumſtances: 
his coming; and of his Perſon, Doctrine, Life, Den 
Reſurtection and Aſcenſion. 2. That all the Partin 
Urs concerning him, ſet down by the Holy Prophet 
& © were exactly fulfil'd in Jeſus Chriſt, 3. That ct 
Bleſſed Saviour gave likewife many W + infa!libl 
Signs, Manifeſtations, DemonRrations and Argument 
ok his Deity and Omnipotent Power after his Afce 
ion into Heaven. Fy all which Ways, Means and 
Proofs, and by thouſands more, which might be 4 
. ded, all good Chriftians may be firmly perſwaded « 
the truth of their Religion. Let us all then ende 
vour to come to the true Knowledge of Jeſus Chril 
and to have ſaving Faith in him, and not be content 
ed only with an outward Profeſſion of Chriſtianin 
without the Power thereof, and ſo find our ſelves 
the number of thoſe miſerable Souls ro whom Chril 
- Thall ſay at the Great Day, Depart from me I know y 
not: But may have our Portion among thoſe Ho 
Souls, ro whom our Lord ſhall-give that joyful We 
come; Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, mherit the Kin 
dem trepared fer you, from ibe Foundation of the Wer'1, 


(17 
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Lives, Acts and Deaths 
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| Of the HO LX 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles 


Of our LORD and SAVIOUR 


t 01 4 
PESCUS CHRIST. 

nent | | _: 

collected from the Ancient Fathers, and 
4 other Authors of undoubted Credit ank 

% Authority. = 

nde. i. 
Chrif The Proem. .- 1 
nent hs z ip 
Jani Aving already given ſome Account of the, i 


Birth, Life, Death, Refurre&ion. and Aſo 
cenſion of our Bleſſed Lord, the True Meſ- 
ah and Saviour of the World: It may not be impro- 
r to add hereunto the Lives of the Holy Evangeliſts 
| wad Apoſtles, among whom, the Lives of St. Paul and 
AK Barnabas are likewiſe Inſerted, not only becauſe j 
21/4, Ney lived in the Apoſtles Days, and were joined with | 
Neem in the Performance of the ſame Office, as well | 
Sr. Mark and Sr. Luke ; but beciuſe they were ho- 8 
bured with the Name of Apoſtles by the Spirit of . ü 
dd in the Holy Scriptures; And tho' they were nor 
led go that high Function by Chriſt himſelf in Per- | 
u when he was upon Earth. Yet they were extra- 
dinarily Commiſſioned to be Apoſtles of Chriſt, and 
(ervedly acquired this Title. 1 


ves! 
Chnil 
ow 11 
e Ho 
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(728 The Life of St. Matthew. 


The Life of St. Matthew the Apoſtle and 
Evangeliſt, who was Slain with an Hal. 
bert in Es hiopia. 


T. Matthew, called alſo Levi, was an Hebrew © 
the Hebrews, the Son of Ahe aGalitean, and 
of Muy the Kinſwoman Of the BI. fled Virgin, fic is WM AGE 
= laid to be Born eicher at Cgernaum of at Nu 
= an was by. Profeſſion a Publican cr a Collector d alt i 
the Taxes impoſed upon the un by the R ˙mm Savi 
Emperors, which was accbunted by them an Ome Ml Ext 
of Profit as well as Honour; however, it was very fl Glar 
Scanda!ous among the; Jews, by reaſon of che ir Ex BM Woe 


tottions and Abuſes to inrich . chemſelves; and wa the 
thought by the Followers of Chrift, ro be unlaefeh larh 
becauſe they made Men pay ſer the uſe of thoſe EA Wah 


bens of Air, Earth and cr, which Cod bath tt 
Ra OB SN . | | Ne 
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rhe-pporree and Evangenn. 19 
ſtowed upon them freely. Inſomuch that Publicaus 
and Sinners rvere Synonimus Terms among the ew, al 
and the Gent iles had a Proverb, . That Publicans were © 
. Extotioners and Thieves, However, this was no hin- 
drance to the effectual Call of Chriſt, who coming 
from Capernau n, where he had cuted a Sick Man of © 
the Pally, St. Mat. 21. 31. and walking by the Sea of 
Galilez, he obſerved Matthew taking Toll of thoſe that Wl 
Traffickt upon the Lake, and calling him to a near 
Attendance upon him, Mitthew, made no Delay nor | 
Excuſe about ſettling his Accounts, but immediately 
role up and fo.lowed him, Doubtleſs S:. Matt hem 
was one of Jefus's Diſciples before, or at leaſt had 
heard much of him at Capernaum, where Chrift often +: 
re ſorted and Prcached, which was @ great Preparative "if 
to his ready Obedience, and leaving that Calling, to 8 
which, *tis thought, hen ver again returned, as fome ⁵⁶ 
other Apoſtles did to their innoccot Employments of | 
F.ſher-m-:n, Tent-makers, Cc. | _ 
He was the firſt of the Evanzeliſts that writ he. 
Goſpel and Hiſtory of our Savicur, at rhe entreaty 
of the Fewiſh Converts at Jeruſalem, by the appoints 
ment of the Apoſtles, about eight (fome ſay fifreenh/ 
Years after our Saviour's Death, and indeed it was 
reaſonable, that he who was firſt Converted from his 
Great and Scandalous Sins, ſhould be the Publiſher of 
et that Saviour, who came not to call the Righteous, i 
aud bur Sinners to Repenrance, of which he had fo early. 
m Experience. „„ 
eth, St. Auſtin obſerves, that this Evangeliſt js very ex- 
© WM att in his Account of the Royal Extraction of our Ml 
 W Saviour, aud in his Cefcribing the Life he Jed upon 
he Exch, whereas St. John foars itigher, and imme, 
n Glarcly declares the Livinuy of our Lord. e 
E, Writing allo ſeem more Pious and Infiruftive ro 
wa WW the Capacity of the meaneſt, fince he more particu- 
lacly touches on the Actions and Diſcourſes wich 
which our Saviour did, as it were qualifie his Di- 
8 n . 6 vide 


, 
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vme Wifdom and Majeſty, that his Example May be 
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in ſome meaſure imitabſe and proportionable to our 


Weakneſs, cis no way ro be doubted but that God 


N 
1 
| 


had great Reaſon ro cauſe his Laws to be written; 
Jet we may fay, Chriſt's chiet Deſign has ever been 
o write them in our Hearts, that fo our Actions 
might be viſible Characters of that inviſible Love he 


bears to us, and which we ought to ſhew to each o- 


ther, It is affirmed, that St. Bartholomew carried St. 
Matthew's Goſpel along wich him to India, and here 
left it. For Pontanus Preaching the Faith in the In 


dies, found there a Copy of it in Hebrew, which he 


brought to Alexandria, and it was preſerved to his 


k | 


| 
| 
| 


time in the Library of Cæſarea; which Original be. 


ing loſt, we have only the Greek Verſion, whoſe Au- 


thor is unknown, tho' ir is attributed both to St. 
James and St. Fohn. Another Copy was found by 


the Nagarenes in Berea, in the time of St. Ferom, as 


he himſelf affirms, adding withal, that he obtained 
leave of the Nazarenes to Tranſcribe theirs, and 


chat he afterward Tranſlated it into Greek and Latin, 


| \Andanother was ſaid to be found in digging up the 


- 
© 


rave of Sr. Barnabas, Anno Dom. 48 5. Being a 

nſcript of the Apoſtles own writing. But of all 
theſe Copies, we Jhear not of any now Extant, 
However the Greek Tranſlation done by St. John and 
St. James hath been all along generally received as 
Aurhentick, and therefore reckoned among the 


Canonical Books of Holy Scripture. Several other 


Books are attributed to St. Matthew; as the Hiſto- 


ry of the Infancy of Chriſt; His Echiopick Litur- 


gy, and ſome others; bur theſe are rejected as falſe 


© and forged Writings. Some affirm, he was the Au. 


thor of one Article in the Creed, which was com- 


| poſed at Feruſalem, by the common Conſent of the 


Apoſtles, which Opinion ſecmy both Ridiculous and 
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Aſter 


After his being Elected to the Apoſtleſhip, he 
continued among them till our Lord's Aſcenſion, ud 
the ſending down the Holy Ghoſt upon them on the 3 
Day of Pentecoſt, And then purſuant to the Com- 
mand of Chriſt ro his Apoſtles; To Go and Teach all 
Nations, tis ſaid, that for about Eight Years he Pre- 

ched up and down India, and Travel'd from thence 
into Ethiopia, Perſia and Parthia, where he Preached 
the Goſpel for ſome Years, and at laſt ſuffered Martyr- 8 

dom at Naddabar in Ethiopia { but what ſort of Death 
is uncertain ; ſome ſay, he was ſhin with an Hal- 
bert; others that he dy'd a Natural Death, having by 
his Prayers extinguiſh'd the Fire that was kindled to 

Burn him. St. Chry/pſfom ſuppoſes that he dy'd abour 8 
the Joth Year after Chriſt, when Feruſalem was de- 
ſtroy'd by the Romans, according to our Saviour'sPre= 
ditions; ſome will have it, that he was Buried in 
Ethiopia; others at Hierapolis in Parthia, one of the 
firſt Places where he Preached to rhe Gentiles. The 
Roman Church keep his Feſtival September 21, and 
the Greeks, November 16. * 


ee 
he Life of St. Mark the Eviingeliſt, who 
Was draggd through the Streets upon 
E the Stones till he Expir'd. 
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| T. Mark,. tho' a Roman by Name, yet is certain) 
1 believed to be cf Jewiſh Parentage, and deſcend- 
A from the Tribe of Leviz and Nicephorus Jays, wal 
Sister“ Son to Sr. Peter, tho ſome bave conicunded 

[ . with St. John, Sirnamed Mak, the Son e 
h); others wich Mark, Siſter's Son to Barnabas , 
e is generally allowed, that he was one of the Se. 
venty Diſciples, yer not a Follower of our Savicur 
but a later Convert by ſome of the Apoſties, molt 
Eprobably by St. Peter, whoſe conſtant Attendant, Inter- 
Peter, Amanueaſis.or Writer, fome ſay, he was; fol 
de was ſent to Egypt by St. Peter, to Plant the Godpel, 

i thoſe Parts, and ſpent his time chiefſy at Aſexanaria, 
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here £ 's fa'd he founded a Church, which was the 
63:ernr, he Convericd great Mulcitudes, not only 
fa more than 6rgi7ary Rift an q Reil 1210us Life, and 


he Therapeute, living about the Mei eotick Lake, who 
ere Men oi a mſt icvere Converſation, and u holly” 


uted by St. Peter, Rarified with his Authority, and. 


n Grech or Latin. 
de later, Alledge, that his Goſpel being principally 
ſigned for the uſe of the Converts of Rune, it wis 


the Ebangelift. 1 33 


teond Epiſcopal Sec. And in this Cicy and parts 
Embrace the Chriftian Religion, but the Pro feſſion 


te thought by Euſebius, St. Jerome and-others, to be 


g voted to a Studiqus Solitude. 


His Golf e was wricten by him at the inſtance of 44 


wbl:ckly reac by his Older in their Retigious Aſſem- 
ies. Three is ſome Diſpute whether it was written 
Tne Romaniſts, who pretend to 


— 


ccellary to be put into that Language; Bur as Dr. 
ve obſerves, It was no leſs proper for St. Aar to. 
rice his Goſpel in Greek for che uſe of the Remans, * 
han that Sc. Pau! ſhould in the fame Tongue, write 
s Epiſtle to that Church; and the Greek being then 
e modiſh Language there, it was probably moſt ſpo- 

n by Stranger: and 7ews, who underſtacd very lit- 

e Latin; and there were very few Romans of any 
aſhion,. but underſtood Greek. 

St. chryſoſt me demands, Why our Saviour having 
welye Apoſtles, there were but two of them, namely, 
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i, Matthew and S. 7ohn, that undertock to write | } 


e/Gofpel; aud Lat Sr. Mark ſhou'd-wrice it as well 
St. Luke, altho' chey were only the Dilcip'es of. the 
poſtles, and not Apoſtles rhe mſelves ; to Which 

e au wers himſeli, chat ſuch Holy Men did nothing 
rough a de ſire of Glory, but guided themſelves 
d all things by the Motions of ce Divine” pirit, 


by a Proſpect of ne goop of ihe Church, That, 4 


70 2 
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he Converted ewe at Rome, who prefied him to draw 9 
writing by way of H: Nory, what hi: Maſtcr S. Peter” 
ad ofren Preached to dim; which done, it w.$Per- 
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ſome things with the other Goſpels, and ſaid to 
* Wanting in all Ancient Greek Copies, St. Ferm dog 
fo reconcile them, that he makes them fairly conſi 
| ent With each other. He writ his Goſpel in the thit 
Tear of the Reizn of the Emperor Claudius, and th 
43 fromthe Birth of our Savicur Ten Years after h 
Crucifixon; being the only Book left behind hin 
bearing his Name, which was either DiQated to hit 
by Sr, Peter, and therefore frequently called Sr, ) 
ters Goſpel; or rather compoſcd-our of the accoun 
which S:. Peter uſually delivered in his Diſcourſes | 
te peopee. | 
[ is obſervable, that whatſoever care our Loihrecrs 
Wi Jeſus took to teach his Apoſtles during his Life, Wiomfo 
W- Making .them Spectators, not only of his Publ e bei 
ll Actions but of his ſecret and private Life, and fly i 
= diſcovering ro them the Myſteries and ParablWyer «| 
| which he ſpake in publick ; yet they have ſaid ih a p 
bl thing of our Saviour, and of his Holy Virtues, ( y wh 
which they were ſo per fectly inform'd, till th 
- were renewed by the Holy Spirit, and werebecc 
in ſome ſort Divine Men, as St. Chryſoſtom Gi 
them. 5 
St. Mark diſcovers much Teal and Ardencyi 
the Propogation of the Chriſtian Faith. For afi 
be had by his Miniſtry Converted Multitudes 
both Sexes at Alexandria in Egypt, to a Zealous P 
= - tcflion of the Goſpel, he went from thence Weſt 
d the Regions of _Lybia, Marmarica, Penta polis, 
133 5 . =; |. 4 Wb — — | oo 
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ener Barbarous Countries of Africa, where by his 
ca Weaching and Miracles, he inclined the Minds of - "We 
ole Gentiles to Embrace the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
nfirmed them in their New Faich. He then re- 
med to Alexandria, to ſettle the Church, and 
ovide Paſtors for them, where notwithſtanding \ 
e long ſtay he there made, with the great Pains 
took, the Inhabirants were ſo much concerned 
br their Old Pagan idolatry, that it was an occa- 
on of haſtning his Martyrdom ; For it being about 
e time of our Eaſter, while he- was employ'd in 


doe 


(ile Divine Worſhip, the great Enemy of God and 

thin _inciced the Favouters of Idolatry to make a 
d tiMumult againſt our Evangeliſt: It happen'd that *| 
r Mie great Solemnities of their God Scraps being at 


ar time to be Celebrated, the prophane Egyptians | 
cing inraged at his averfion to their Religion, and Þ} 
is maintaining another ſo contrary thereunto, they 

WD vindicate their Idol, broke into the Place where 

t. Mark was at his Devotions, and "tying Cords to | 

is Feer dragged him on the Ground through the "| 
"Mfreers to the Priſon, where in the Night he had the. 
omfort of a Divine Viſion, The Rage of the Peo- 
e being not yer ſatisfied, they came the next Day» ''ſ 
rly in the Morning, and again dragged him about 


all yer the Stones and rough Places through the City, 
1d 08 a Place a little our of the Town, called Bacelub, 
16s, Wy which Barbarous Uſage, his Body was ſo torn at 


nd bruiſed , chat he expir'd in their Cruel Hands, 
id the remainder of his Carcaſs was ſaid to be cat» 
ed to Venice, tho' Metaphraſtes relates, That the 
ury of che Idolaters did not end with his Murther, 


ncy er that they burne his gead Body, whoſe Soul had 

Ir aiWurne with an ardent Devotion for the Glory of 
des od, and rhe Salvation of Mankind; and that the 
us P rittians did decently Intomb his Bones and Aſhes, 
ſteer dne Place where he uſed to Preach; and that 
ps, 4 


Venetian afterward removed them from wm 
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138 The Lite of . MARK, &c. 
to their Capital City, where they are ſti! held in grey 
Vene ration, and St. Mark is adcp ed for the Patron 
and Tutelat Saint of thai State; To who'e memory 
they Erected and Dedicated their Cathedral, one d 
the ſtatelieſt, richeſt and moſtrmagnificent Church 
perhaps in the World. The Original Greek Copy 
of his Gotpe! is fa'd to be lik: wiſe in their Pofleſfion, 
pretended to be written wich his own Rand in 444. 
lea; and thenc: Trauſlated to Venice after many ä. 
get, Lut the Letters are ſo worn our, that they can. 
not be read, The Learned are not agreed about the 
time cf li: Marryrdom, buc the moſt probable Opi. 
nion is, that he ſuffe: ed about the sd of the Empire 
of the Tyrant Nero, and that he ſurviv'd the Mar. 
tyrdom both of Sc. Peter and St. Paul a conficerab!: 
time. 

His Feſtival is obſerved by the Ran Church up 
on tie 25 of April, ox 
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be Life of St. Luke, the Evangeliſt, who 1 
was Ranged on an Olive-Tree. =. 
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. Lute without Controverſie, was born at 4. 
J tioch che chief City of Syria, famous for being 
one of the moft flouriſhing Acad: mics of the World, 1 
 M'<pienilhe with Schools of Good Literature, and 
Eminent Profeſlors of al] Aris and Scicnces, às alfo © 
te ng the place where the Diſciples firſt rock the 
name of Coriſtians. Having got a foundation of 'F 
Learning in Anticch , and other Schools both 
of Ereece and Egypt, he pirticular'y applied im- 
lelf to the Study, of Phyſick, in which he became a 
great, Proficient, But our Evange'ift of a Phyſician * 
ot the Body, became 2 Piyfizian of the Soul. He is. 


iſo ſaid to be tkilful in Painting; And ſor pros 
_ ; 5 - | thereof | 
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| 138 The Lite ok St. LUKE, 
EF thereof, there is an Ancient Inſcription near St. Ms 
ys Church at Rome, wherein mention is made of x 
Pidute of the Virgin May, in theſe Words, LINA 
= EX vu AB LUCA DEPICTIS. One of the Son 
| Painted by Luke. 2 
» Tis generally believed, St. Luke was Converted by 
f. Paul at his firſt being at Antioch, and not a 
Thebes in Greece, .as ſome write. Ochers make hin 
a Fewiſh Proſelyte, that is, a Jew Converted u 
Chriſtianity , Ant ioch abounding with Jens, win 
had their Synagogues, and Schools of Education 
therein. And conſequently, that he was no Fol. 
lower of Chriſt in the Fleſh, as is apparent by his 
| own Confeſſion in the beginning of his Goſpel. How: 
cer after his Converfion he became the conſtant 
Companion and Felow-Labourer with St. Paul in the 
= Miniſtry of the Goſpel, whom he accompanied in 
Al his Dangers, in his ſeveral Arraignments at Fe. 
alem, and in his Voyages to Rome, continually to 
ſerve him in all his Necefficies, and ſupplying his 
Oe in thoſe matters which he could not perform 
y reaſon of his Impriſonment. And fur his Dill. {proba 
+ gence St. Paul calls him bis Brother, Feilow-La- N Bapti 
| bourer, and Beloved Phyſician, His Writing which ure 
ie contained in two Books, Namely, his Goſpel, Wrat h 
and his Hiſtory of The Ads of the Apoſtles, written cal 
in Greek, for the uſe of the Church, are fo exat Walter 
and accurate, fo polite and elegant, in 4 lofty, clear the I 
and perſpicuous Style, that they manifeſt how great ¶ from 
a {hare he had in the Native Genius of Anti:ch, his fröm 
Birch-place, where tis thought the firſt was writ- {Wealth 
ren during his Travels with St. Paul, who 'tis ſup- Tt 
poſed aſſiſted him in the Compoſing the fame, ¶ doub 
= infomuch, as it has been called St. Paul's Goſpe! ; t. P 
which might ſcem probable enough, did not St, ¶ he ct 
WW Lube expreſly declare, That wharſotver he wric in {Wie * 
bi Goſpel, he received from the Teſtimony of Wieem 
thoſe who from the beginning; had been Eye-wir {WS 4 
2 * | PH "4 $5 elle 0 
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nefles of all our Saviour's Works and Tranſactions. 
And this, ſays St. Auſtin, came to paſs by the 
Wiſe Council of God, that of the four Evangeliſts, 
two having been Apeſtles, the remaining two 
ſhould not be ſo, that it might appear there was 
no difference in the writings of thoſe that ſaw the 
| Actions of our Siviour, and of thoſe that related 
hin chem from the Faithſul Accounts they had from 
chem that had feen chem, God Almig ty deſian- 
vo ing in chi: manner, to ſhew us, that the certainty 
ion Wof Evangelical Hiſtory, depends not only upon 
cl. thoſe that writ thoſe things they had ſeen, which 
his Wis ordinary in Humane and Moral Hiſtory 5 but 
ow. chat the Holy Spirit diftared all their Words to 
tant che Evangeliſts; as well to Sr. Mark and St, Luke, © 


the who were Diſciples to the Apoſtles, as to St. Mat- 
| in bew and St. John, who were Apoſtles, themſelves. 
Fe. lle writ his Goſpel about the Year of Chriſt fifty 
y co f; which with the Acts of the Apoſtles, he dedi- 
his N cated to Theophilus, with the Title of Moſt Excellent, * 
"Mm Wa Perſon of conſiderable Honour and Quility, 1 f 
Jili- ¶ probably ſome Magiſtrate of Antioch, Converted anc 
Li- Baptized by himſelf; ro whom he relates the Mb» 

ich ¶ ure that induc'd him therero, ſaying, That ſeve- 
pcl, nal having haſtily undertock to write the Evange- A 
ten N lical Hiffory, he thought himſelf obliged ro do it, 
at Walter an exact Information from thoſe who had been 9 | 


1 


f 


[2 


| 
| 


[car Wihe Diſpenſers and Miniſters thereof, and eſpecia'ly 
car I from- sr. Paul, to hinder the Word of the Goſpel 
his frõm being ſophiſticated by the mixture of Error and 
ric: Falſhood. | | » 
up- The Hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, was 1 
ne, ¶ doubtleſs writ at Rome , when he was there with 39 
; NK. Paul in his firſt Impriſonment. In his Goſpel, 73 
dt. ¶ he chiefly inſiſts upon choſe things which relate to 

in {We Sacerdotal Office of Chriſt, and ſupplies what 
of feemed wanting in both the precedent Gc ſpels of 
vi- c. Matthew and St? Mark in the AQ of the 
{Jes 8 . «A; Apoſtles © 4 
ö "+... 


140 The Lite of St. LUKE, &c. 
& Apoſtl-s, he not only relates the Actions, but alſo 
ce Sufferinzs of ſome of tha chief Apoſtles, and 8. 
Ful eſpecially, of whoſe carriage, and moſt intimate 
| | Tranſactions St. Luke was beſt able ro give a true Ac. 
= count, having been his conſtant Attendant, and en- 
larges particularly upon the gr. at Miracles wroug'ithy 
the Apoſtles, as be'ng the grand Confirmation of the 
Truth of Cbriſt's RejurrcRion. So far as he Trave.d 
with St. Paul, and was h's Coadju'or in the Miniſtry, 
We have a certam account of in Scriprtute; but where 
= he Preached afrerward is not ſo Apparent, Some 
ſay, he went E. ſt-ward, and Preached in Egypt and 
5 | ſeveral parts of Lyb/a, Others that he planted the 


[ 


Faith firſt in Dalmatia and France, and then in Italy 
and Macedonia, His Death is altogether as unc:itain, 
whether it were Natural or Vio'enr, Some lay he 
died in Egypt, others in Greece, and Byt bini a, Nicepbs. 
uu writes, chat as he waszealouſly Preaching in G12: 
= the common People ſeized him, and for want of a 


1 


141 1k 
a 4 4 


The Life of St. John the Apoſtle and Evan-- q 
geliſt, who was put into a Cauldron of i 
Scalding Oil, and came out unhurr. 
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T. John was of the Town of Bethſadia, the Son of 
Zebedee, and Brother to St. James, named the 
Great. Some . he was the Diſciple of 
Fobn the Baptiſ, Who went with Sc, Andrew to 
Feſus, His Converſion is uncertain, bur the - mira» 
culous Draught of Fiſhes ar Chriſt's Command 
| made them all Captives to his Doctrin, ſo that Þ; 
hs be... with his Parents became inſ-parable Compa»] 
boss, and- Attendants of him, leaving his Father 
„ a n worldly Concerns to follow him, He was | 

” preſent. at the Cure of Peter's Wite's Mother h 
1 roſing of Zairu's Danghtcr, and the Transfiguratioꝶg 
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EF 142 © The Life of St, JOHN 
in the Mount with his Brother James. To whon 
our Saviour committed the Cate and Maintcnanee 
ef his Mother the Bleſſcd Virgin, and fhe, on th 
ther hand, was adviſed to conſider him as her Son, 
upon which he cook her to his Houſe, and gave he: 
&— all the Accomodation h's' condition afforded, which 
Micephorus, lays, was no way contemptible, he el. 
ling an Eſtate left him by. his Father in Galilee 
k | and purchaſing an Houſe in Feruſalem of Anna: the 
= High-Prieft, which probably procured him ſuch an 
= Jotcrcſt in that Court, that he was able to intro. 
= duce St. Peter into che Great Hall, or place of Ju. 
v1 dicature. 2 * 
eſus Chriſt, when he called him to the Apoſtle: 
= ſhip, gave him and his Brother, the name of 
= Boanerges, or The Sons of Thunder, to ſhew the ſtrength 
and greatneſs of their Faith, and becauſe they were 
= defigned co publiſh the Majeſty of God through al 
= the World, aud indeed St. ohn might be well term. 
e fo, he fo clearly proving the Divinity of our Bleſſcd 
h 74 Lord in moſt Sublime Expreſſions. He was thought 
= youngeſt of the Apoſtles, being not above 26 years old 
We: when he was called. St. 4u/tin believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
_ hewed him particular kindneſs, chat he might give Pearit 
me greater Authority to thoſe great Truths which he r Je 
= was co declare ro mankind, and St. ohn deſerved that {Which 
Love, nor only becauſe he loved Chriſt above all Nerd. 
but was likewiſe very Peaceable and Meek, and ſo fo: 
like Ohtiſt himſelf; and therefore, when he defired Much 
bur Saviour to call for Fire from Heaven to conſume Hide 
the Samaritans who would not receive him, it pro- e. 
Eoeeded from a ſingular Affection to him, as did hich 
allo his deſiring ro fic with his Brother Fames at d rh 
dhe right and left Hand of Chriſt, he beinz ambi- late. 
ois of a near, Enjoyment of him in his Glory, and nſta 
= counting it his chief Happineſs ro have the Marks eng 
Rar his Favour, as well in che furure, as the preſent WW, 
. Jeb was tent with St. Peter iq find ou NY 
.! rie e „ manner,. 
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the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt. 143 
convenient place to Celebrate the paſſover in; c 
hich Supper wherein Chriſt left to all true Chriſti- 
ns, the Pledges of his Love, St, John received i 
2nal Token of his Love in leaning on his Boſom,  - |! 
s he uſualiy did, faith Sr. Auſtin, when he eat with 'Þ 
im; which the Apoſtle himſelf mentions ſeveral 
cl. Mimes : And ſome of che Fathers are of Op'nion, 
lle, Nie was thereby filled with the moſt ſublime and 
the Weavenly Myſterics from che Byfom of the Son of 
a W6od, that he might diſcover chem to Men by his 
tre- MGopel, Epiſtles and Revelations, and that he rela- 
Tu- Ned this particular kindne's of Chriſt to him, leſt 
{en ſhould chiok he attributed it to himſelf, or was 
He. Nhe Author of what he had received ſrom the Ble. 
of Ned Spirit cf Gd. 1 s 4 
th Alter our Saviour's Reſurrection, Sr. 7obn was | 
he firſt that gave $-. Peter notice of his appearance, 


ere | 
all f which Mary Magdalen informed him, and coming 
-m- {Mo the Sepulchre, and finding the Linnen Cloths lie 
Ted Nrrapt up by chemſelves, they both concluded char «ff 
aht is Body was Stoln, being ignorant as yet, that 18. 00 | 
old {Was to riſe again from the Dead, tho' they were 


riſt Witerwards convinced of it by Chriſt's frequent ap- 
ive Wearing to chem. St. John continued at his Houſe 3 
he t Jeruſalem, till the Death of the Virgin Mary, { 
hat Which (as Euſebius ſaith) was in the Year of our. 1 
all Word 48. And ſome time after, he took his Journey 
ſo o 4ſia, as falling to his Lot, and founded the 
ed hurches of Smyrna, Thyatira, Pergamus, Sardis, ©? 
me {MW idelphia, Laodicea, Sc. From thence tis thought 
ro- De went Eiſtward, and Preached in Parthia, to 
lic {Which People tis ſaid his firſt Epiſtle was directed; 
ar ad the Jeſuits who have Travelled thoſe Countries 
late, that Baſſire, a People in India, have a a 
nſtanr Tradition, that the Goſpel was Preached. 
ong them by St. Foby, Having thus ſpent many 
cats, Domitizn the Ryman Emperor publiſhing - an 
c for che deſiroying all Chriſtians, our -Blefſee 
. - . $ l | Apoſtle 
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144 The Life o St. JOHN 


Apoſtie was ſent bound to Rome by the Pro-conſult 


 "Afta, 45 a diſturber of the Peace of the Empire, ht the 

bens treated with all the Cruelty that Brutiſh AH pr 

ecuſd ſuggeſt; For the Tyrant commanded h Tr, 

do be thrown into a Caldron of ſcaldog Oil, the 
in a Flame, in the preſence of all the Senate; B.. 


ſus Chriſt, who favoured him above all the Ap ii 
ſio preſerved him in this Danger, that like the of 
Hebrew Children, he felt no harm thereby, fo chat i; 
came our more vigorous than before, having che H6 
nour of Marryrdom without ſufferins the Torm:nm 
of it, or being left in the power of bloody Ma 
to hurt his precious Life. In this manner was fu 
fill d what our Lord had foretold, That he ſhould diii 
of tbe Cup of bis Paſſin; And hence the Ancieors gar 
Him the Title of a Martyr, ſince he willingly yielb 
ed his Body to all its Toriures, But this great Mi 
cle having no Effect upon the obdurate Heart of th 
„ ſtupid Emperor, he was baniſhed into the Iſle of J- 
(/ ms, which is one of the Iſles of the Sporades in tit 
wo AEgean Sea; to be imployed in digging in ti 

Mines. In which diſeonſolate place being filled vit 
Divine Inſpiration, hewric the Bock of his Revell 
ons. After the Death of Domitian, who was (la 
for his Tyranny, the Senate d ſſinnulled all his Ad 
and St. ohn returned to Epheſuus, under the mild d 
vernment of Nerva, and St. Timothy. the former Þ 
& - Thop being Martyr'd for Preaching againſt the Lev 
niels and Idolatry of the Heathen Feaſts, he conr'gut 
here, and wrote his Goſpel upon this occaſioy, a: 
bon relaces. 
= Cerintbus and Ebion, publiſhing their Hereſ 
= that Jefus Chriſt was but a Man, almoſt all ! 
Bmops of 4/2, and feveral others depured by © 
Churches, obliged St. 7% to defend the Divi! 
= of our Saviour more particularly than the, ot 
ice Evangeliſts had doneg by. whofe Enrcre 

= He was at length overcome; and * whereas | 
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the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, 143 
cher Evangcliſts, do more particularly deſcribe 
the Actions of our Saviour, which are an admirable 
pattern for us. St. John rather infiſts upon Spiritul 
Truths, which denote the Myſtery of the Trinity, 

the Equality of the Perſons, and the Glory of the 
Lie ro come; and-doth e ffectually recommend to us 
the love of our Brethren. Ke lived to the beginning + 3 
of Traj n Reign, being aged about ninery eizhe | ? 
Years St. Chiy tome and Dorotheus afficm chat he 
writ his Goſpel when he was an Hundred Years Old. 
and lived twenty Years after, Some ſay, he dyd a. 
Martyr ; others believe that he never dy'd. from the 
Words of our Saviour, What if I will that he ſlay till 
T come ? Tho' the Apoſtle ſays, he himſelf never un- 
Wderſtood it ſo. Epiphanius reports, that he obſerved 
very ſtrict way of Living, never cut his Hair, nor 
bathed himfelf, nor eat the Fleſh of any Creature, 
znd wore only one Coat, and a Linnen Garment. by 
eaſon of Age, not being able to go to the Chriſtian ,.< 
flemblies, he was carried thicher by his Scholars, & 
Ir, Ignatius, Polycarpus, &c. where getting into tha X| 


d wich pie, he ſaid, My dear Children, love one another; 
eve Whey being at length weried to hear no more, he roald 2} 
5 lem, Tü is that which our Lord hath commanded, and + ẽ 
is Ave can do this, we need do nothing elſe. St. Aufi 
111d Cys, That in bis time ir went for currrant, that Str. 


ohn was Sleeping in his Grave. MNicephorus, relates 
ie following Story at large. | " 
* $t, ſaira he, foreſesing his Tranſlation; 
went ey the Presbyters and Miniſters the 
Church at Epheſus, and others of the Faithful, c 
A Cemiriry or Burying - Place a little way out of che 
ty; whicher he was wont to retire for his De- 
orion, and aſter he had prayed a while with them, 
nd inſtructec them in the moſt ſecret Myſteries 
df Divinicy, he no 2 ee be 2 ng 5 
u e ; | 1 WW 
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146 The Life of St, PETER, 

= his Benediction, he went down into it in fight of N 
them all charging them ro put on the grave; ſtone, 


* and to faſten it, and che next Day, to come and o- rig 
pen it, which accordingly they did, but found only 
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the Grave-cloths, —— 
Eꝛaſebius ſayt, he dy'd ſixty eight Years after the ice 
Death of Chriſt, and. was buried in the City of Epheſus, vi 
his Body remaining there in his Sepulchre,wairing with We, 


rhe reſt of the Saints, for the ReturreRion of ue laſt 
Day. His Feſtival is Celebrated December 27. 


CA 1 


The Life of St. Peter the Apoſtie, who 
„was Crucified with his Head downward 
4 Rome. | 
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> T, Peter, Stiled the Prin of the Apoſtles, is & 
= I -orrtly-accounted gie Son of 'Forat 4 Fita 


of o * 
43D „ 


Nun of Bethſaida in the Upper Galilee, belonging to 
the Tribe of Napthali, on the Banks of the Sca of 
Tiberius, or Lake of Genneſareth. It is ſaid he was 
bora three Years before the Blefſcd Virgin, in the 
Year of the World, 4034. At his Circumcifion he 
received the Name of Simon or Simeon, to which our 
) viour added that of Cephas, which ſignifies 4 
one or Rock, from whence Peter became his uſual 
ame: Boch he and his Younger Brother Andrew. 
gere from their Childhood brought up in the, 
Fſhiog-Trade ; as were likewiſe James and - Fobn 
he Sons of Zebedee, and theſe four were the firſt © 
at Jeſus received into the number of his Diſciples; 
jhercia we may obſcrve, as is already noted, the 
iſt difference between the Methods of Divine Pro- 
dence, and the Ways of the World ; for whereas 
e generality of Mankind admire only out ward Pomp 
u Shew, and pin their Faith upon thoſe of preat- © # 
ine for Learning and Wiſdom : Chriſt, in the 7 
dunding of his Church, made ufe of the meaueſt, $ 
lcureſt, ad moſt illicerate Perſons, ro Confound .' „ 
Id pat to Silence the Wiſdom of che Philoſophers 3 
che World, and chereby Propagated the Divine | 
th, which neither Humane Wit nor Policy _: 
ie to wichſtand. St. Peter, afrer his Communica-. 
dn wich out Lord for a while returned to his Fi- 
Trade, but aſccg our Saviour had confirmed his 
MArine by ſuch a Miraculous Draught of Fiſh, zud 
ſirengthened his ſtaggering Faich, he left all aud 
owed him. | OLE SERIES 
Alter our Sayiour's Afcenfion, the Apoſtles win 
S Conſent returned to Feruſalem, ſpending their: > 
d in Prayer and other Exerciſes of Devoriong”;- ©; 
we read in che 4s of the Apofttes, where is like: 
Ke amaccouny of Sr, Peter's Preaching, Travels asc 
Riggs: For che remainder of his L. fe, we muſt 
end upon the Fathers, and Ancient Writer ff 
j Evie ate, that iu the time he was . > 
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148 The Life of St, PETER 
F at Antioch, he there founded à Church, and wy 
the firſt Biſhop thereof; what became of him after 
his deliverance from Herod's Impriſonment is not 
E certainly known, tome ſay he Preached at Bixantiun, 
EF now Conſtantinople, and the Countries Adjacent; 
© - and went thence to Rome, in the ſecond Year of the 
Emperor Claudius: That removiog thicher 9 ing 
preach to the Gentiles, he was received into the up: 
Houſe of one Pudens a Roman Senator, - eu Con-. had 
verted to che Faith, and that in this City he met I hin 
wich Philo, Sir- named Jud aut, who came AmbiiW chat 
ſador to Rome, in behalf of the Jews at Alexandria to 
wich whom he contracted an intimate Familiariq N was, 
Much about this time, Baronizs is of Opinion, be tifc 
writ his firſt Epiſtle to the Churches he had Planted 
in Aſia the Leſs, Namely, Pontus, Galatia, Cap. 
C ia, Bithynia, &c. St. Mark, as he obſerycs, | 
=. ing with him at the writing of this Epiſtle in hi 
= Journey to Egypt, whither he was going to Pread 
de Goſpel, the Jews being Baniſhed from ome 
Claudius, for an Uproar they made there; and ſo nt 
hear no more of him till the latter end of Nen 
Reign, cho' no doubt but he went on in his Miniſiy 
either in Sicily, Italy or Africa: Yea ſome tell us thi 
he came over to our Ifland of Britain, but this is cn 
Conjectural. » 
Being returned to Rome, he found the Minds0 
many poſleſt with the Subtile Cheats and Devices 
Simon Magus, 1o that he was accounted a God, l 
ing in high Efteem with Nero himſelf, who ws 
ticular favourer of Magicians;"and their Dia 
| Ar St. Peter refolving to unmask # 


cifor 
mpor 
he B: 


Tricks and HVeluſions of this vile Impoſtor, a fit th. 1 
cahon preſented it ſelf, as it is recorded ' by rt 
ius the Younger, an Author of good Cre ed 
and Contemporary with Sc, Ambroſe, * There a 


„ eat this time, fach he, 4 Young Gentleman. A83oni: 


* 


. TI 


Was 
fret 
nat 
jun, 
M; 
the 
to 
the 
Cot 
met 
mb 
ndrid, 
arity, 
3, he 
lanred 


the Apoſtle. 149 
to Life, there was a great Conteſt between St. 
Peter and the Magician ; the latter challenged the 
Apoſtle ro 3 the jame, who being ſtrong in 
Faich, readily accepted thereof, and when Magus 1 
and the Devil were both baffl. d, not being able to 
effect. this great Miracle, St. Peter, by the Power of 
God, reſtored the perſon to Lie; the People be- 
ing inrazed to ſee how the Sorcerer had impoſed 
upon them, were ready to have ſtoned him to Death, 
h:d not the Apoſtle Charity and Genetoſity Reſcud 
him; yer this had fo little Influence upon him, 
that a while after he had the Pre ſumption or Folly 
to enter upon anorher Bold Underiakinz, which 
wu, That he would fly up to Heaven; bot his Ar- 
tificizl Win;s, or his two inviſible Devils, 26 *r's 
ſad, ſailing him, he fell to the Ground wich ſuch 
broken Bades and Bruiſes as in a few Days put an end 
to all his bo:fted Forgeries, together with his Life. 
The unhappy End of this de!udirg Wretch, - inſtead - 
of bringing St, Peter into greater Favour with the,-T 
Roman Tyranc, and his Doctrine into higher N 0 
did but the more exaſperate his obdurate - MI 
who regarding. the Fal/acics of an Impaſtor, more 
than the Reaifty of a Divine Miracle, and not en- 
during the ſevere Reproofs of a Religion: ſo. Repu- 
pnaat to his vicious Courſes, became a f#artgEnemy 
o the Profeſſors thereof; and reſolving t Ferenge 
he loſs of this great Favourite, upon him whom ne 
nag d the occaſion of his Death, he cauſed him co 
de Apprehended and committed to the Mamertine «© 
cifon, Sr. Ambroſe Reports, That the Chriſtians 
mportuned him to make his eſcape from thence ſoe- 
he Benefit of the Church, and that b- ing overcome 
ich their, Intrearies, he, tho“ unwilling, eſcapeck 
der che Walls of the Priſon by Nizhr, but as he 
Aled through the Gate, ſaith this Father, he mer 
dich aPerſon n the form of Chriſt his Maſter, aod 4 
un bim, Saluted» him, tho' much r x 
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13 The Lite ot St. PETER. 


them at Aome and in other Places of the Won 
And St. Peter (together with St. Paul) Weit 


A poſile fearing leſt he ſhould ſeem to affect 1 


After his Execution, his Body being taken c 


with theſe Words, hither. at thou goirg ? But 
the Anſwer he received was; I am come to Rome to 4 
* Crucified a ſecond time. Wich he raking as a Reptoct 
for his Cowardiſe in flying from hizRPerſecutors, 2 
plied it ſo home to himſelf, that he returned back in. 
ro the City, and rendred himſelf to the Ke: pe: ct the 


Priſon where St. Paul was alſo; reſolving to ſuffe 
with Chearfulueſs the Death appointed for him. Here 


they were kept eight or nine Months in ſtrict Impr. 
ſonment, ſpending their time in all private Ads « 
Devotion, and as occaſion offered, Preached the Gol- 
to their Reepers and Fellow - Priſonets, of which 
t is ſaid they Converted Proceſſus and Martimian 
wo Ciprains of their Guards, with Forty ſeven . 
the ©? 
St. Peter having Glorified God by an Holy Life 
Zealous in publiſhing the Goſpel, and Conſtaucy it 
Suffering, he was at length called to his Martyrdon, 
to henour his Maſter with dying for him, who: 


$., Words 3 * then fulfill d; When thou ſhalt be oli 


don ſhalt ſtretch forth thy Hands, and anather ſhall git 
- thee, and. carry thee where thou wouldſt not, ohn 21.10 
Mero, partly to revenge the Death of Smon Mau 
and partly to avoid the Odium which he bi 
brought upon himſelf for ſetting Rome on Fire, | 
upon the Chriſtians, as the Per ſons guilty of dt 
Fact, and firred up a bloody Perſecution apziil 


Sentenced to be Crucified being the ſhamefulleſt Deat 
they could inffidt upon Malefactors. But our Kc) 


cqual Glory with his Lord and Maſter in ti 
Suffering, | he obtaided the Favour, at „his earc 
Requeſt, ro be Crucified wich his Head downs! 


53 Embalmed after the 7ewiſh manner, au 
KY 1.35 If >» OBS, 28 \ p 
8 * 2 9. : 1 


n 
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_ the Apolile, 13 
phalis, as Euſebius and other Eccleſiaſtical Writers de- 
liver. Over his Grave ſaith Oneſephorus, was built 8 
fma!l Church, upon the deſtruction of which by the 
. Tyranc Heliagabalus, his Body was removed to a Bury- 
t ing-Piace in th: Appian Way, not far from Rome, bur, 
* by Pope Cornelius it was carrried back again to the Vas 
fell tic ian; which after thirty Years of obſcurity, it was 
by the Emperor Conftantine the Great, (amongſt ſeve- 
ral other Churches he erected at Rome) raiſed to a 
a; ons moſt Magnificent Structure in Honour of Sr. Peter, ex- 
Ge traordioarily Inricht and Adorn'd, and every Age 
nich fince having added to its Splendor, it may juſtly now. 
be reckoned one of the Wonders of the World. Thus 
lived, and thus dy d this Venerable Apoſtle, about the 
Year of our Lord ſixty nine, in the thirteenth or 
lie Fourrecnth of Nero' Reign. There is a Tradition, 
cy Wy that he had one Daughter named Petronilla, and that 
| his Wife ſuffered Martyrdom for the Chriſtian Faith 
long before his Death, by his Encouragement and Ad- 


Wy monition, but little Credit is given to theſe Relatiom 
His Feſtival is upon June 29. — 4 
2 = 4 

—ͤ— = 1 N , # 

- G 4 The 


n 


Fx52 The Life of St. ANDREW, 


The Life of St. Andrew the Apoſtle. who i 5 
was ty'd to a Crofs, from whence ke 
£ Preached to the People. = £7 


T. Andrew was a Native of the City of Bethſaida 

in Golilee, the Son of a certain Few named Fora 
ob, and was the Brother of St. Peter, yer not 
much by Nature as Grace. It is not determined 
which of chem was the E'deſt, they duel togethet 

= iv Capernoum being both of the fame Employment, 
= namely, Fiſhing in the Lahe of Genneſareth. Sr, Eti- 
Pei believes be was cne of the Diſcip'es of S-. 
| | 8 Baptiſt, not that he always attended upon 
, but went frequently to hear hm, and ret 
bß Bufincfs again. Of all che Twelve Apel 
aer is the fiſt mentioned by . 5 ot 
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the s poirte, © 1535 
been a follower and a Diſciple of Chrift, for being one i 
Day wich John the Baptift, and hearing him Tay i 
ho as Jeſus paſſed by, That he wis the Lamb of Go 
b which tabeth away the Sins of the World, Andrew, 
© W who knew the Paſchal Lamb to be the Type of the 
Meſſias, that was to be a Sacrifice for the Sins of 
Mankind; he thereby was fully convinced that Jeſus 2 
was the Chriſt, and followed him, (with another of 
Fobn's Diſciples) as the Saviour of the World; and 
being invited by Jeſus to his Houſe, they went and 
Abode with them the remaining part of that Day, 
(for it was about four a Clock in the Aſternoon 
when they met him) and the next Night, hearing 
his [cftruRions, and improving their Faith by Cen- 
ferring wich him: Andrew who was Chriſt's firſt 
Scholar, had no ſooner obtained the Knowledge f 
rhe Meſſias, and was Confirmed in that Faith that 
Jefus was he, but he met wich his Brother Simon Peter, 7 
and could nor forbear imparting the joyful Ness 
to him, that he had found rhe deſite of rhe World, 
and their long expected Happineſt, the Chrift wha 
was promiſed by the Prophets, and carried hit] 
mediately to Jeſus. Peter embracing the uh 
Faith with his Brother, was no ſooner m 
to Chriſt, but he admitted him to be one of his 
Diſciples, | | «41 
Aſter our Lord's Aſcenſion, and the Deſcent of 
id che Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, when they choſe 
among themſelves by Lot, u hat part of the -World 3 
not each of them were to go unto, to Preach the Goſpel 
ted of their Lord and Saviour, St. Andrew is ſaid ral 
het WW have had Scythia, and the Adjacent Regions afſizned'& 
uf, him for his Province, ro which he Travel'd through 
F WF Galatia ; publiſhing the Tydings of Salvation ig 
S. be, Journeying to the Gentiles, The firſt Place 
where. he contmued any time was Aminſus, from 
whence he went to Trapezus, and ſo from one place 
to auother till he cam: to Nice, where he reſideg two 
1 
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Years: From Nice he went to Vicomed ia, thence to 
Obalcedon, and ſo through Propontis, and by the Eux- 
"Ine Sea, ro Heraclea. At thoſe places Here he ſtay d 
any time, he, by his Preaching and Miracles, Con. 
verted a great number, Baptizing them into the Faith 
and ordaining Miniſters and Deacons among them; 
| From Heraclea, he went to Ameſtris, from whence 
the Barbarous Uſage which he met with from the 
People, occaſioned him ſoon to depart. But fa; 
worſe was his Treatment zt Sinope, the Birth and Bu- 
rial Place of the Famous Mithridates King of Pontus, 
W dich being iohabited by Jews, they were ſo inrag- MW anc 
ed ar his Do&rive, that they fell upon him with ſuch W Ac 
Fury as he was carried out of the City for Dead, but te- b.. 
covering, he returned thither again, and by the ſeveral W no 
Miracles that he wrought, brought many of them to 2 to 
ſenſe of their Errors, who afterwards Treated him fie 
more Civilly. - | 
At his firſt coming to this place, he met with his hi: 
Brother Peter, who bore him Company for ſome 
. From Sine he returned to Amynſus, ſo to cri 
Maut and Samoſata, the Birth place of Lucian, Re 
. 5 his Journey to Jeruſalem; from whence after {MW hi 
ſhorr ſtay, he is ſaid ro return to his Scythian en 
Provinces, and at Sebaſtopole a City on the Euxine WM w! 
Shoar, preached to the Inhabiragts with Succeſs; hi 
| From whence he removed to Cher/ſoneſus, a Populcus De 
City within the Baſphorus of Thrace, whence he went Pr 
back to Sinope, to confirm the Churches he had 
== thereabours Planred, and ſome ſay ordained Philo- 
ba, one of St. Paul's Diſciples Biſhop thereof. 
EF From thence he Journied to Byzantium, afterwards 
Milt by Conſtantine, and from his name called Con- #4 
anne, where he is fd to have founded 2 wh 
Wy Church, and .ordained Sr, Paul's beloved Diſciple Wi 
& Staches firſt Biſhop thereof. Being Baniſhr from @his ty 
place by the then Governcur, he fled to Argiropolic, WW & 
Where he ſtayed two Tears; then Travelling b 
1 3 n , 
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Thrace, ; Macedon, 


"Theſſaly , Achaia and Exirus, he 
ferried at laft at Patræ à City of Archaia, where he 
ayd Wl ſealed with a refoluce Martyrdom the Verity of that” 
on- Faith which he had Preached, both here, and in o 
aith many other Countries and Places, The Book cal- 
em; led The Aﬀs of St. Andrew's Paſſion, ſaid to have been 
ence Wl -wris by che Achaian Presbyrecs and Deacons Who 
the W were prefent at his Execution, and which is alſo Þ 
far mention'd by Philaſtrius, an Author who lived in the 
Bu- Year 380, gives the following account of the occaſi- 
tus, WM on of his Death. That this Beſſed Apoſtle boldly 
rag: and freely applying himfeif to gras Proconſufot 
ſuch MW Achaia, who came to Patre, at the time of his 
te- b. ing there, he endeavoured to perfuade him to re- 
eral nounce his Heathen Superſticions and Idolatry, and 
to 2 MW to embrace the Worſhip of the True God , but in- 
him W fiead of being convinced, the Proconſul was ſo iu 
raged, that he became ten times more hardened id 
bis W his Pagan Lewdneſs; and attempted by Ferſuafions, 
ome W az well as Threats, to draw over this Apoſtle. ro . 
ot W crifice to his Gods, and to renounce the Chriſtian; 
ian, Religion, which he had ſo Zealouſſy Preached,ro.tg! | 
frer MW his Life ; bur when he found him reſolved rat e 
hian embrace Death, he committed him to Priſon, from 
ine WW whence he was delivered by the People with ag 
eſs; high hand, who where ſome-what mollified by his 
ſous Doctrine. Bur being again brought before the 
ent proconſul, and ſtill continuing firm againſt all his 
had Efforts, he was ſo incenſed, that he proceeded to 
ilo- Sentence him to Death with great Fury, being en- 
of, cecdingly Exaſpcrated, becauſe he had Converted to 
res Chriſtianity his Wiſe Maximilla, and his Brother Stra- 
on- tulus ; his naked Body was then Scourged by Seven of 
1 2 the LiFors one after another; and afrerwards he ö 
ple was Condemned not to be nai ed to the Croſs, but 
ht tycd with Cords, to make his Death the more Ein- 
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EF Years: From Nice he went to Vicomedia, thence to 
Obalcedon, and ſo through it yarns and by the Eux- 
© Ine Sea, to Heraclea. At thoſe places whiere he ſtay d 
any time, he, by his Preaching and Miracles, Con- 
verted a great number, Baptizing them into the Faith 
and ordaining Miniſters and Deacons among them; 
From Heraclea, he went to Ameſtris, from whence 
the Barbarous Uſage which he mer with from the 
People, occaſioned him ſoon to depart. - But far 
worſe was his Treatment st Sinope, the Birth and Bu- 
rial Place of the Famous Mithridates King of Pontus, W on 
which being inhabited by Jews, they were ſo inrag- MW anc 
ed at his Doarive, that they fell upon him with ſuch W Ac 
Fey as he was carried outof the City for Dead, but te. b. 
covering, he returned thither again, and by the ſeveral no 
& Miracles that he wrought, brought many of themroa to 
ſenſe of their Errors, who afterwards Treated bim fic 
== . more Civilly. | | 
At his firſt coming to this place, he met with his 
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City within the Boſphorus of Thrace, whence he wear I Pi 
= back to Sinope, to confirm the Churches he had E 
= thereabours Planted, and ſome ſay ordained Philo- Se 
= Jogus, one of St. Paul's Diſciples Biſhop thereof. ce 
om thence he Journied to Byzantium, after ward © 
ik by Conſtantine, and from his name called Con- . 

fantinople, where he is ſad to have founded a tl 
= Church, and ordained St. Paul's beloved Diſciple W 
nr Staches firſt Biſhop thereof. Being Baniſhr from @his tj 
place by the then Governcur, he fled to Argiropolis, 80 
= where he ſtayed two Years ; then Travelling b.. 
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Achaia and Exirus, be 


Thrace,” Macedon, | Theſſaly , 
- W ferried at laſt at Patræ a City of Archaia, where 6 
d fealed with a refoluce Martyrdom the Verity of that” 
von- Faith which he had Preached, both here, and in 0 
aich many other Countries and Places, The Book cal- 
em; W led The Aﬀs of St. Andrew's Paſſion, ſaid to have been 
ence W -wris by the Achaian Presbyrecs and Deacons Who 
the W were preſent at his Execution, and which is alfo Nj 
far menrtion'd by Philaſtrius, an Author who lived in the 
Bu- W Year 380, gives the following account of the occaſi- 
tus, on of his Death. That this Bleſſed Apoſtle boldly 3 
rag- and freely applying himfeif to Agra, Proconſufot þ 
ſuch MW Achaia, who came to Patræ, at the time of his 
t re- b.ing there, he endeavoured to per ſuade him to re- 
eral nounce his Heathen Superſtitions and Idolatry, add 
to 2 to embrace the Worſhip of the True God , but in- 
bim ſlead of being convinced, the Proconſul was fo ing 
raged, that he became ten times more hardened ids 
| his his Pagan Lewdnefs; and attempted by Ferſuafions, 
ome MW as well as Threats, to draw over this Apoſtle. ro 84 
d to crifice to his Gods, and to renounce the Chriſtians 
ian, Religion, which he had ſo Tealouſſy Preached,radgy ; 
frer his Life ; but when he found him reſolved rat <<49\ 
hian embrace Death, he committed him to Priſon, fi '* 
xine whence he was delivered by the People with aa 
ſs; high hand, who where ſome-what mollified by his 4 
cus Doctrine. Bur being again brought before the 
ear proconſul, and ſtill continuing firm againſt all his 
nad Efforts, he was ſo incenſed, that he proceeded to 
ilo- Sentence him to Death with great Fury, being en- 
of, ceedingly Exaſperated, becauſe he had Converted to 
rds Chriſtianity his Wiſe Maxi milla, and his Brother Stra- 
on- tulur; his naked Body was then Scourged by Seven of 


| a the Lifors one after another; and afrerwards he 
ple was Condemned not to be nai ed to the Croſs, but 
is WW tycd with Cords, to make his Death the more Line] 
lis, ering. _ | | 
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T55. Che Lritfeof St. Andrew, &c. 
i this Poſture he is ſaid to have hung two Days, 
nin that langwſhing Condition, to have cxhorted 
ee people to ſtand faſt in the Faith which he had 
eached to them. Bring dead, his Body was taken 
gown, and by order of the Proconſul's Wife, Em- 
balm'd and decently Buried; hut in the Year 357, it 
was removed by Conflantine the Great to Cenſt ant inople 
and Bury'd in the Church he had built in -honour of 
the Apoſtles, remaining fo incorruptible, as tis faid, 
hat in 7aſtinian's Time, many Years after, his Body 
was found ina Wooden Coffin among the Rubbilh, 
and with great care Re poſited in the former Place, 
He ſuffered about the g5ch Year. after Chriſt's Birth, 
mader the Perfecurion of Domitian. _ 

His Feſtival is obſerved November 1. This is the Ac- 
Ecounr that ſome Ancicut Fathers give of St. Andrew 
the Apoſtle. : : | 
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The Life of the Apoſtle St. James the Great, 1 
who was Beheaded at Feruſalem, " 7" 


T. Fames, Sirnamed the Great, eicher for hs 
Age or ſeme particular Honours beſtowed on 
him by our Lord, or elſe to diſtinguiſn dim from 
St. James the L-\s, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, was Born, 
ſome ſay at Capernaum, others at Bethſaid in Gali- 
lee; He, with his Brother St. Jobn the, Evangeliſt, 
were both the Sons of Zebedee, and Mat, Sirnamed 
Salome, whom the Goſpel reckons among thoſe Re- 
ligious and Holy Women, who uſually accompanied 
our Lord to Miniſter to him. It was ſhe that des 
fired of Jeſus that her two Children might ſic, rhe 
©: x the Rizhr-hand, and the other on the Let 
iu his Kingdom, which ſhe: imagined would be Tem- 
porah aud might recompegce the Voluntary Los 
8 by her Sons in following , She = | 
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eee Lite or The Apötte 
the Daughter of Cle pbas, Siſter, or rather Couſin 
German to Mary the Morher of our Lord, Whilſt 
Se. Fames was exerciſing of himſelf in his Father's 
= Trade in the Sea of Galilee, our Saviour paſſing 
= along the Shoar, ſecing him and his Brother in a 
= Ship buſie about their Nets, called to them to follow 
= him, and to be his Diſciples, promifins to make 
them Fiſhers of Men. This Command they readily 
obeyed, and not long after, were called to the Apo- 
© Rolical Office, and ohn with Peter, were admitted 
particularly to be pre ſent at ſevetal of our Saviour's St 
grand , Tranſactions. They were at the raifing of Ct 
Fairus's Daughter, At his Tramfiguration; and 
were Spectators of his bitter Agony in the Garden. in; 
How St. Fames fteer'd his Courſe aftet our Savi- WW thi 
Fours Aſcenſion is varioufly Diſcourſed. Some ſay he ſti 
& Pceached to the Converted Fews ; but the Spaniſh t 
= Wricers in general, tho' without Authentick Proof, WW tog 
affirm, That after the Martyrdom of Sr. Stephen, a 
= having Preached and Planted the Goſpel up and id 
own Jude: and Samaria, he Travelled into the for 
= Weſtern parts of the World; meaning Spain and the dia 
ei Iles, but more eſpecially the former; yet dot 
=— Whether he were a Traveller thicher, or that his En 
 Miryltry was continued ro Judea and the parts there - and 
bout, certain it is, that at Jeruſalem we have the WW rac 
laſt account of him, it being the place where not hy 
many Years aſter Chriſt's Death, he taſted the Cup Wl La 
of Bis Saviour's Paſſion, the firſt of all the Apo- the 
ſtles. A. : Jer 
= The manger of his Sufferings was thus: Herod MaB 
da, the Son of Ariſtobulus, and Grand-ſon to MW wit) 
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”. Sr. } AMET The rear. 19 
them to the ſame end; and St. James being the 
main Pillar of the riſing Church, whoſe great Zeal 
in Preaching the Goſpel had made him very Odiout, 
he reſolved no ruin & at one Blow, by ſeiſing upon 
him and beheading him; ſo that his Zeal for feſus 
Chriſt and his Truth, which raiſed him above all 
earthly things, was the Cauſe of his ruin in this Life, 
bur the acquirement of Eternal Glory in that to 
come, 7 * | 
Sr. Clemens of Alexandria Relates, a memorable 3 
Story, which he received by Tradirion from the 
Chriſtians of his time; That the Officer who Ap» 
prehended and brought him before the Lass ſee· 
ing his undaunted Courage in bearing Teſtimony to 
the Truth of the Goſpel, he himſelf became a Chri- 
ſtian, and owing the Faith of Jeſus, was Condemned 
to be beheaded with the Apoſtle; as they were led 
together to Execution, be begged Pardon of St. 

ames for taking him; who pauſing a little to con- 
ider whether he ſhould pardon or acknowledge him 
for a Chriſtian who was not Baptized, God imme- 
diately revealed it ro him by his Spirit, that Maftyr- 
dom ſupplies the want of Bapriſm, whereupon he 
Embraced and Kiſſed him, ſaying, Peace be wirh thee, 
and fo they were Martyred together. As to the Mi- 
raculous Paſſage of his Interment in Spain, we can on- 
ly relate what is Recorded by a Monk of the Abbey of 
La Fleury in France, but will nor vouch for the Truth 
thereof, That when Cteſiphon was by the Apoſtles at 
Jeruſalem de ſigu d for Spain, with the Otdination of 
a Biſhop, he with others his Aſſiſtants carried along 
with them the Body and Relicks of this Apoſtle in 1 
Ship without Oars or Pilot. They Landed at a Port 
in Spain, where after the appearance of an extraordi- 

vary Light from Heaven, the Body was on a ſudden * 
takeh from them, aud conveyed to the place of is? 
Intermment. | — 
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"The Life of the Ipoffle 


| pi extreamly troubled- at ſo great a loſs, at 
Meir czrneſt Players, an Angel a>peared and ditect- 
ed them to a place about Twelve Miles from the Sea, 
which being within the Juriſd ct on of a Noblewoman 
named Luparia, they defired leave to Bury the Bones 
Wo! che Apoſtles in her Territory, which ſhe, being a 
Bigorred Pagan, denied with Conrempr, Indignation 
© and Curſes. But upon their ſecond Addreſs, after 
their having deſtroyed a terrible Dragon that cruclly 
= harafſed all the Country th-reabourt, and other Mira- 
les, She was fo convinced of the Truth of the Do- 
firine they preached to her, that ſhe became a Chri- 
ian, and turn'd all the Idol Temples ioto Churches 
of Religious Worſhip ; and willingly permitted them 
0 loterre the Relicks of the Apoſtle, 

>From hence tis ſaid the Bones were removed to 
Empoflella, to which mulcicudes of Pilgrims Reſort 
Yearly. Bironius ſays, Tpis is the great Store-hoſe of 
| Miracles Iying open to the whole World, Bur this Relati- 
Won 1s not inferred as Canonical, baving no other 
[ Progk bur the Romiſh Legends, ro which little Credit, 


the ro be given, 
he D-arh of S*. James happenned abour Ten or 
Eleven Tears aftet wat of Chriſt. But the Divine 
Vengeance cloſely purſued Herod for ſhedding the In- 
nocent Blood of chis Holy Apoſtle; For going from 
Feruſalem to Ceſare, as Foſepbus Relates, to celebtate 
| Sport. in Hon ur of Cag/ar, his Patron and Benefactor, 
he rid one Day to fee the Shows, cloathed in ſuch 
ERich Rob<s. of Gold and Silver, that by the Refle- 
on of the Sun, chey dazled the Eyes of the nume- 
us Sp<Aarors ; and making an elegant Oration to 
Il his Flatterers exto!'d' it as the woice of God and 
a F Mas, 
Fro proud of ſuch Encomiums, did nof rebuke 
them, bur was willing ro believe himſelf more than 
12 Man. Bat the A mighty who can allow no Rival, 
| ee” Arto any in an Enemy of his Golpel, 
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St.) AM Es the Great, 161 
immediately ſmore him by his Angel with an incure- 
— 1 and he was dt voured of Worms, aud 
1 MON 

The Feſtival of St. James, is Fuly 25. 
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The Life of St. Philip the Apoſtle, who 
was hanged up againſt a Pillar. 
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Of: Apoſtle, there is not much Recorded 1 ' | 
ſa 


in Ho!y Wrir, but chat he was born at Ber2- 
Ai, a Town upon the Bank of the Lake Genneſcheth. 
Why his Father was, is not delivered, but is gene- 
rilly beligved to be alſo a Fiſh:zrman. He was. © \_ 
married Min, and had ſevetal Daughters, and tho" 
the Cares of 1 Family engaged him in Temporal Af. „ | 


fairs, 7 like a truly Pious Miu, his main G n 
i | A . 
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262 The Life of St. PHILIP. 


for his Scu!. He made it his daily buſineſs to read 


the Law and the Prophets, by which means he ſoon | det 
© £e:me to the knowledge of the True Meſſiih, the ſur 
Hope of ſrael. For the Day after Jefus Chriſ ro 
leit the place where John was Baptizing he went into a) 


- Galilee, where he met Philip, and commanded him 
to follow him; He, whether inſtructed the Dy WM J 
before by Peter and Andrew, who were of the for 
ſame Town, or whether he believed the Teftimeny | 
of St. John the Baptiſt who often declared openly % 
that Jeſus was the Lamb of God that takes away the Sin: ou 
the World, preſently obeyed this Call. Clemens 4 MW bal 
andrinus ſays, he firſt deſited to Bury his Father MW of 
who was juſt then Dead; but Chriſt replied, Let the M vir 
Dead bury the Dead, denying him to go about a bufinels Ch 
that ſo many others could do, when he was called to of 
fo great a Work as Preaching the Goſpel, and 'at:end- M in 
ing-upon the Son of God. | ſil 
> Phillp being received into the number of Chriſt's s 
; Diſciples, immediataly endeavoured to make others | 
fo roo, and Nathaniel a Pious ard Religious. Man 
being of his Acquaintance, who he knew would be 
jSyful to hear News of the Meſſiah, he ran inſtantly 
to him, aſſuring him that he had found him hom 
Moſes and the Prophets had fore - told, ſnould be the 
Saviour of the World, which was Jeſus of Naxarets, 
the Son of Joſepb, and the Anointed of God; Na- 
-theniel being prepoſſeſt by the Principles of the 
Teachers, much doubred whether he was 
= the Chriſt, becauſe he had been Tavghr, that no 
19 thing could come out of Nazareth, Philip was 
nor diſcouraged at chis incredulous Anſwer of his 
& Friend; he only defjred him to come and fee Jeſus, 
| | and by obſerving his Actons and Diſcourſes, he 
10 
| 


would be fully ſatisfied that he was the Meſſith. 
Nathaniel could not deny this Reaſoneble Kequeſt, 
and going to him, Chriſt ar bis firſt Approach ſa- 
am by the name of an Ifraclite indeed, in whom | 
« _ l : q 
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there wan no guile ; and tells him, that he faw him un- 1 
der the Fig- tree before Philip called him. Nathaniel 
ſurprized at the Saying of Jeſus, which declared him 
to be an All-ſeeinz God, the true knower of all Hearts, | | 
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ave up himſelf ro the Faich, and faith, Rabbi, or 
aſter, Thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of 7 
Iſrael, Then did Philip begin to Convert others, be» ; 
fore time could diſcover.his own Converſion. 
The Ancient Fathers are of Opinion, that Sc. Phi» WR 
lip ever after this became a cloſe Attendant upon 
our Saviour, and never left him. So that tis pro- 1 I 
bable he was with Chriſt at the Marriage in Cana Fe 
of Galilee, which Jeſus and his Diſciples were in- 
vited to three Days after. And the next Year when N 
Chriſt choſe Twelve of his Diſciples to be Witneſſes 
of his Miracles and Doctrines, aud to be employed 
in great Services under him, whom he called Apo- 
ſtles, Philip was made one of them. After this 
{ſus defirous to Feed the Five thoutand Men that 
lowed him out of Zeal, far from their own Homes, 
he to Philip's Faith, a.ked him where they | vi 
ſhould get Food ſufficient for ſo great a Compaty , 
Philip confidering more the number of the Gue : 
than the hoſpirable Power of his Maſter, who had 
ſo lately turned Water into Wine, and could as mae 
eaſily turn Stones or Trees into Bread, betrayed mm 
his weakneſs of Faith, ſaying, Two hundred penny 
worth of Bread was not ſufficient that every one might 
tate a little, ſignifying almoſt the impoſſibility ot 
the thing; having perhaps nor ſo much Money 
among them all, or if they had, could nor procure 
Bread in fuch a Deſart Place as that was. We read 
alſo that Philip having told Andrew a little before 1 
Chriſt's, laſt Pafloyer, that certain Gentiles, wha! 1 1 
were come up to Feruſalem to Worſhip at che Feaſt, Rs 
baviog heard much of eſ«s's Miracles and Preach- Wl 
lage were yery defirous to ſee him. Andrew told 7188 | 
Jelus of it. Some ſuppoſe they were Gentil of 
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164 The Lite of St, PHILIP. 
Dec apolu, Syrophenicia, aud other bordering Countries, 
Ewhich joynias to Bethſaida, theſe People might have 
ſome Acquairirance with Philip, who was a Native, 
and a lone in zabitunt there. 
Ia che laſt Supper thit Chriſt Celebrated with his 
Diſciples, he told chem for their Comfort, that he 
went ro his Father, to prepare Manſions for them, and 
ar ength to receive them ta himſelt. Philip uſiaa 
the liberty which Chriſt allowed his D.ſciples, pre- 
= feorly ſaid, Lord ſhew us the Father, and it ſufficeth us; 
| We will never be iroubl-d at whatever may befal us, 
WE bur reft content with tis Love to us, and hi Care over 
Bs. Jefus replied ſmartly, Have J been ſ long time 
with yu, and yet hit thou not known me Philip? Wig 
| e Converſed with you fo long, ſcen my Miracies, 
mand heard my Dogrinc ; Fir be thit bath ſeen me buth 
Breen ebe Fitber: And therefore the Qu ſtion was im- 
| 
[ 


| 


'y 


pertinent. 8 

We have only probable Conigctures to what part 
of the Word 87. Philip's Lot tel]; ſome write that 
per Aſia was his Province where he diſcharged his 
A poſtolical Function ſucceſ fully for many Years, 
il er which he berook himſelf ro Hierapolis, a Rich 
nd Populous City of Phrygia Pacatian:; where 
| bading che People beſotted ro the Adoration ct a 
Serpent or iragon, partly by the Deſtruction 
eecof, which he procurcd by his earneſt Prayers to 
| Heaven, and pirtly by repreſenting to them the ftu- 
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Paicy of their Idolatty, he drew great Numbers to 
{embrace the True Faith; which the Magjſtrates took 
zo h:inoufly, chat they Apprehended him, and having 
| mer S:ourzed him, be was ether Crucified, or as 
i 
l 
| 
| 


fone fay, hanged vp by the N ck againſt a Pillar. It 
ws addcd, That at his Execution rhe Ground , where 
8 


She Pcop'e ſtood funk under them, which whe they 
ir Sins, c ſuddenly ſtopt. His dead Body be- 


m Y . 
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emed ro confeſs to be a Judgment upon thEm for 


| Pg he down, was decencly Bury'd by his. Siſter | 
_— £ aufkam 
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the Apoſtle. 165 . 
e Mariamne, his conſtant Companion in his Travels, an 
and Sr, Bartholomew, his Fcllaw-ſuffcrer, but not ex* 
ecured at this time; being nailed to the Croſs, ſuch ws 
is a ſudden fear poſleſt the Pecp'e, that they leſt al 
le him. Pp | N 4 : | 
d Some Authors ſay, he had two Daughters, St. 88 
5 Her mia ne who was Martyr'd under. Adrian, and Eutji- #8 
le, who they ſay Converted many Virgins to be 
Fitch, but an what Grounds we know not. =. 


kn Feſtival is upon Aa I, 


£x65 The Life of St. Bartholomey, 
The Life of St. Bartholomew the Apoſtle, 


who was Flea'd alive by th: Command 
of a Barbarous King. 


% 
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HAT St. Bartholomew was one of the Twelve 
.” Apoſtles is not to be doubred, tho' mention- 
| F different Name, ſome are of Opinion, 
bis proper Name was Nathaniel, and that this 
of Bartholomew was given him from his Father Tho- 
Womens, as Sr. Peter is called Bar- Jona; bur whe- 
ther he was the ſame Perſon or no, tis mage than 
Wprobable that he agreed in that great Character 
ich our Saviour gives of Nathaniel, that he was 
elite indeed, in whom was no guiſe; becpuſe 
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t grear Office of an Apoſile. The 


place al-/ 


among all his Diſciples, made choice of him 
| lated? 


lotred hin 
exactly c. 
aſter Phi. 
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AF 


the Apoſtle, 
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lotred him in the Catalogue of the Apoſtles, anſwers”. 
exactly ro the calling of Nathaniel, which was juſt 
aſter Philip; and we can hardly imagine that our 
Blefled Lord ſhould omit a Perſon ſo worthy of the 
apoſtleſhip, both for the Integrity of his Life, 'and 
his early Converſion to the Faith in him; yer can no 
certain Concluſion be drawn from all his, chat either 
Bartholemew or Nathaniel were the fame Perſon, ct 
that Nathbagiel was an Apoſtle. 1 
That St. Bartholomew was of Cana in Galilee, the 
Evangelifts Record, and his Trada probably a Fiſher- 
man. He is ſcarce mentioned in the Holy Goſpels as 
t any thing ſaid or done by him; He was contented 
with a ſilent Picty and humble Faich ; and managed 
his Station ſoberly and Prudently among the Apoſto- 
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ical Quire, in which we find him after our Lord's 17 


Aſcenſion, joyning with the Holy Aſſembly of Chri- 
ſtians, devourly Praying and Praiſing of God. And 
this is all that the Scripcure ſpeaks concerning him. 


After the Holy Sprit deſcended upon them, tis : 4 j 6 


probable that he had a part in Converting the. 
World, bur What Province was by Divine Appoint- > 


ment alloted ro him, is no where certainly related. 


Euſebius ſays, that he Preached in the Count i 


formerly called India, now Arabia Felix, and laid 
the firfl Foundation of the Chriſtian Church there ; 


and chat St. Pante1us 2 famous Stoical Philoſopher, 
being Converred to Chriſtianiry, was cxtream 


Tealous in promoting the Faith; to which end he 


tock a Journcy into India two Years after, where h? lis 


found the Goſpel of Sr. Matthew written in e- 


brew, and left among them by Sr. Bartholomew, to. | | 


them ; 
yet he Nas at Hierapolis with. St. Philip, where he 
narrayely eſcaped Martyrdom, from whence he went 


kit aud Ia 


tal remoya), and where he was put to 
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be an improvement of the Faich he had Taught 
ae it were as to his remote Travels, 


40 Lycaomia, Where he Preached with "Succeſs, £3 „ | 
ath, 
Was 
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169 The Life of St. Bartholomey 
was Albanopolis, a City in Armenia, or rather Cilicia | 
bor ſecking to reclaim che Inhabirancs from their gro Th 
& Superſtitions, he was laid hold on by the Maziſtcacy 

they not enduring he ſhould go about to alter the E 
ſtabliſn'd Religion, and by the Command of the Bar 
Ae King of that County, he was Flea'd alive 
et his Friends had liberty to bury his Body, which i 
faid to have been removed to ſeveral Places. Firſ 
to Dura, a City on the Borders of Perſia; next te 

Labaris, one of the nian Iflands near Sicily, where 

ſtately Church was built in the Honour of him. Front 

- whence ſome report he was Tranſlated to Beneventun, 
others to Rome, where he now reſts in the Church o 

St. Bartholomew in the Iſle of Tiber. But I ſhall not 

purſue it any further, leaving that mericorious Work 

to thoſe, who account it a great piece of Religion to 

Trace out Reliques and dead Bones, with as little Suc- 
= ccfs many times as Profit. Upon this Apoſtle was fi- 
=. thercd a Spurious Goſpel by certain Hereticks tor 
> COuntenancing their own Opinions. 
„ i Feſtival is upon Auguſt 24. 
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ro The Life of St. Thomas the Apoſtle, who Av 
oO waSrun through with Lances. 1 
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BR che Bicch and Parentage of this Apoſtle we 
have ne account; only we find in Scrimmme 
that his. Strname was Dydimus, which in Greek. .ig- - 
nifies a Twin, and Thauma, from whence, Thema s 
— i ſame in Hebrew. Euſebius ſays, he was 4165 A 
called Judas, was a Few, and probably a Galle 
Another Affitms him born of mean. Parents, .and © 
brought up 4 Fiſher-man , but withal, well in bs yi 
ed in the. knowledge of the Scrip:ures, It is pro- 
bible that he was an early Diſciple, hecauſe in 
the Tecond'Year of genes Minfiry, he Was judge, 


bt knew: all things, a fir Perſon for his "nn | 
by: müss di Fach and Sufficicacy of Kaowledgeyaa— 1 
ee ils ApoRiies. His Qomnel i 1 
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that the Reſurrection of the Body is real by the moſt 
ſenſible Evidences of his Touch and Feeling ; tho 


do better whoſe Faith is ſo ſtrong as having not ſecn 
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x70 The ite of St. THOMAS 


” hand into his -ſide, and his Finger into the Prints of 
the Nails, St. Gregory ſays was more profitable to the 
Church, than the other Diſciples Faith; becauſe he 


cryed out, ,My Lord and my God; I acknowledge and 


-»chey were furniſhed with Abilities to Preach the 


© "hed in Ethiopia, and the Eaſt- Indies, as far as Sum 
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Jef in the matter of our Saviour's Reſurrection of 
Hich he would” not be convinced till he had put his 


thereby gave Jeſus Chrift an occafion ro demonſtrate, 


he was afterward aſhamed of his Incredulity, and 


believe that thou arc my very Lord and Maſter, whom 
I followed and heard on Earth, and an Omniſcient 
God: \Jeſus_ approving his Faith ſaid, he had done 
well; becauſe he had ſeen and believed, but that they 


yer believe. | 
After the Aſcenſion of our Saviour, and the De- 
cent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, whereby 


Golpcl, St. Thomas was allotted to Parthia, as St. 
»Origen reports, which then contained all Perſia, and 
was ſo powerful an Empire, that they durſt con- 
rend-with- the Roman Grandure ; wherein were the 
Medes, Perſians, Carmanians, Hyrcanlans, Ba&rians 
and Magi; and ſome write that St. Thomas being 
-come among the laft, fome of whoſe Country-men 
"came to Worthip Jeſus at his Birch in Bethlehem, he 
"Converted and Baptized many of them, whom h 
After ſent abroad to Preach the Goſpel in thoſe large 
"and populous Countries; it is alſo ſaid, that he Prei- 


#ra,ancienrly Taprobane and the Country of the Brach. 
mant. The Portugals fince their Travelling into Saga 
thoſe Parts, give an account that cht Chriftians Braſs 
- whom they found there, have à Tradition, chat 
St. Thomas came to Socatora, thence ro*Cyanganr 
d 110 forward, and having made © ſome Progreſt 
there, in his Return, came to che Kingdom: of be: 
. St” n mad 


verts, but was hindred by the Idolatrous Prieſts, 
whole Profit was too great to part with their Diana, 


till Sagamo the Prince of the Country, being con- f 


vinced by che Miracles he wrought, not only ſuffer- 


ed the work to go on, but embraced the Faith, and 


by his Example, mulrirudes of the People did the 
like. 

St. Chryſoftom ſays, that Sr. Thomas, tho' at firſt 
the moſt weak and incredulous, through Chriſt's 
Conde ſcenſion to him; became the moſt ardent and 
javincible of all the Apoſtles, Travelling through 
moſt parts of the World, and doing his Duty in the 
midſt of Barbarous Nations, without any care of 
his own Security or Life. St. Auſtin ſpeaks in ſeve. 
ral places, of a Story of a Man that gave him a Box 


1719 
mandel, and at M. labar began a Church for his Con- 


he. on che Ear, who being curſed by him, was after- 

by ward torn in pieces by a Lyon. His Zeal for the 

he Goſpel of Chriſt haſtned his Martyrdom ; for the 

Sr Brachmans doubting to loſe their Trade by the in- 198 
and ducing a new Religion, reſolved to diſpatch him.. 
con- And knowing that he uſed daily to reſort to 2 cer | 
the din Tomb or Monument, to excerciſe his Private 

r Devorions, they went thither with ſome armed 

Xei0g Men, and finding him intent at Prayer, they poured 

men won him a ſhower of Darts and Stones, and then 

„ hel dun him through with Lances, His Body was taken 

n bel p by his Dilciples, and decently Buried in che 
large Church he had built, which afterwards became a ü 
Prei- Magnificent Structure. Some affirm, it was remov- | 
Sum ed to Edeſſa in Meſoprtamia, but the Chriſtians in 
Br ach: thoſe parts deny ir, The Donative given by King 
into Sag amo for building the Church, was inſcribed in 


tam ra Tabus, which are ſaid to have been btought 
chat d Den Alphonſo, Viceroy of India under Fohn III. 


gamer King of Portugal; the Inſcription being Interpreted . 
oppell to him 32 learned Few. It is likewiſe Reporrgd3=> | * 
en bat there was a Croſs found in the Chappel of Ml 
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172 The Life of St. THOMAS, &c. 
St. Thomas at Malabar, on which was an Inſcription, 
* Interprered by a learned Bramin; contaibing all the 
Paſſages concerning this Apoſtle, from his coming to 
Malabar to his Death in that place; And for Confir- 
mation of what hath been ſaid, the Portugals at their 
arrival in thoſe parts, found great numbers of People, 
who called themſelves Thomas Chriſtians, being very 
poor and their Churches mean and plain, wichout 
any Pictures or Images of Saints, or any other Repre- 
fenarion but that of the Croſs," They are under an 
High Prieſt or Patriarch, to whom all the Chriſtians 
of the Eaſt are Subject, who hath his Scat at Muſal. 
They have ſeveral unuſal Rites and Cuſtoms amoneſt 
them. It is compured that St. Thomas ſuffered Mar- 
xyrdom about the Year of Chriſt 66. 


is Feſtival is Celebrated, Decemb. 21. 
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The Life of St. James the Leſs, whoſe 94 
to Brains was beat out with a Fuller's 2M 
ir- Club. | . 
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— HIS Aboſle was moſt probably the Son of 


Foſeph, Husband to the Bleſſed Virgin by 
his former Wife, who is recorded to be the Dauph- 
ter of Aggi, Brother to Zacharias, Father to St., abn 
the Baptiſt, whence he might well be r:purcd our 
Lord's Brother, fince he himſelf was reckoned the 
Son of Alphers., Ic may be thought chat Foſeph wag : 
ſo called as being of a particular Sect among the 

The Veri, catled Alphers; and that ic was common 
moag the Fews to have mote names than ont. 
games, had his Sir-name of Leſs, from che Sture o „ 
is Bd be auſe he was a ſecond Z:chans, ang +» Wl 
ditttaguiſh him from James the San of Zellvee, wi 
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174 The Life of St. JAMES the leſ: 
ho was of great height and bulk, and was there voy 
fore called Major. Bur he got himſelf a more ad falſe 
mirable Name (by his extraordinaty Holinefs, incom 
parable Faith and exalted Wiſdom) which was, Fame 
he 1. by which he is fill known over all the] of 2 
World. | | | : 
After the Re ſurrection of our Lord he appeared to wk 
him in particular, as is recorded by St. Paul 1 Ce 1 +þ 
15. 7. After that he was ſeen of Fames, &c. which i je 
generally underſtood of this Apoſtle, Sr, Ferom fron 
the Nazarens Hebrew Goſpel. in Which are ſevera p;,j 
"Paſſages not found in the Evangeliſts, relates, that OY 
. James, after he had drunk of the Cup at the Inf ope 
— ftityrion of the laſt Supper, made a ſolemn Vow 1 
tba de would not eat any Bread again till he ſaw the 7 
rien from the Dead. And that Chriſt as ſconfſ} „ 
es be was riſen appeared to him, and commanded d 
_— tread to be ſet before him, took it, brake it, bleſſed fr. 
Ir, and gave to Fumes, ſay ing, Eat thy Bread my Bro- |... 
ther, for the Son of Man us truly riſen from among 
_ Fhem that Sleep, After our Saviour's Aſcenſion he for 
is ſaid to be choſen Biſhop of Feruſalem by the 4. ; 
fies; And that the more careful he was in the Ad. 
miniſtr ation of his Office, the more inflamed was 
the Malice of the Fews againft him, eſpecially fince 
they could not have their will upon St. Paul, by rea- Pe 
-ſen Feſlus the Governor allowed of his Appeal th of 
Ceſar; they therefore reſolved ro diſpatch James 5, 
before the Arrival of Albinus the New Governour, 


| N to u hich end Annas the High Prieſt, of the Sect of the or 
Sadduccs (the moſt cruel of all the Jewiſh Faftior:) ter 
*- ſuddenly calls a Council; before which the 45, ,,, 


| with others being Summoned, they are a ard he 
Condemned as Infringers of the Law; but tearing 
do proceed with Violence againſt him, leſt the) 
mould inrage the People, among whom wege mat) 
F. Converts, che Scribes and Phariſees, who wall » » 
ſubtile Diſſemblers, came to him̃ with ſptcious Pre: 
bw | ; . . ce Mc; 
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The Lite of St, JAMESths1cfs. 175 } 
rences ſaying ; That knowing him to be a juſt Man, they 
doubted not but he would joy with them inrefifying tbe 
falſe Opinion the People had conceived, that Feſus was the 3 iſ 
true Meſſtah; and ſo going up with him to the Pinna- 
cle of the Temple, that he might be ſeen and heatd 
of all, they thus Accoſted him. | 1 
Tell us O Juſtus, ſince the People are fo generally Se- 4 + 
duced with the Doctrine of Feſus, who was Crucified, what 1 
# thy Opinion of the Cruciſied Feſus ? To which the Apo- 45 
ſtle wich a loud Voice Anſwered, Why do you enquire af- , Wt 
ter Jeſus the Son of God? He ſits in Heaven, on the .. { a 
Right hand of the Father on High, and will come again q 
in the Clouds of Heaven, Hereupon, the People below 
openly proclaimed Glory to Feſus, Hoſannah to the Sen 
of David. 
127 Learned Politicians thus diſappointed, criedt 
our that Juſtus himſelf was become an Impoſtor 
and Decciver, and it a Rage, threw him down 
from the Temple, which fo bruiſed him that he mi- 
raculouſly eſcaped Death; bur at length he recover- 
ed ſtrength enough to get upon his Knees, and pray | 
for theſe his Malicious Enemies, wherewith they be- 1 
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ing the more enraged, reſolved to diſpatch him wien 
Stones, till one more mercifully cruel than che reſt, 17 
to put an end to his Sufferings, beat out his Brains i 
with a Fuller's Club. This untimely and barbarous Fl 
Death of St. James, fell out the Eighty Sixth Year vl 
of his Age, and Twenty Four Years after the Aſcen- 
ſion of our Blefled Lord. He was buried in the place * 
of his Martyrdom, near the Temple, where a Monu Ml 
ment was erected, which remained a. long time aft- 
ter; yer ſome affirm, he was Inter'd in Mount 0!i- 
vet, in a Tomb which he built for himſelf, and where 
he had Gufed Zacharias, and Old Simeon to be Iii» 
tombed. 5 | 19 
There is generally received as Authentick only 
one Epiſtles? his, ſuppoſed to be written by him 
*I lirtley before his Martyrdom, as having ſome Fan all 
BID H 4 {ages 
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176 The Life of St. MON. 

» Jages relating, to the approaching DeſjruRion of the 
Jewiſh Nation: le is directed to the Jewiſh Converts 

»gilperſt up and down in the Exficin Countries, to 
comfort them in their Suff. rings, ard to confirm them 
in cheir Faith againſt the Gnofiicks, and other Errone- 
eus Opinions, | 

„ Ris Fcſtival is kept May 1, with that of St, 

* Philip. : 
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The Life of St. Simon the Apoſtle, who was 
Re... Crucified in Per/za. 
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7 P is. generally granicd, that Foſeph the Husberd 
ef the” Virgin Mary had four Sons by his firſt 
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lite, vue cf ut ich was named S/; Fr that. 


To 


| ſubſtantial Authority: Some, becauſe he is called 


"the Apoſtle. 177 


this was the ſame Simon, is not evident from auy i 


Simon the Canaarite in the Catalogue of the Apo- 
ſtles, will have him to be of Cana in Galilee, here 
he lived and firft received the Faich, becauſe it is 
evident all che Apoſtles were Galileans, and our Sa- 
viour did often Converſe the teabout; aud in that 4 
very Town did the firſt Miracle he ever wrouzhe ; -t 
and Nicethrus ſeems to believe, that it was at the 
Marriage of Simon that he turn'd Water into Wine : . 
Whereas in truch, he was firnamed the Canaanite ra- 
ther from his Temper, which probably was hot and 
ſprightly, than from his Country; Canaavite being. 
in Hebrew what Zelotes is in Greek, which ſignifies 
Zeal; or elſe ftem a particular Sect among the Jews - 
called Zelits : Bur they hugely miſtake, who will hnRave 
him to be the fame Perſon with Simon the Son of 
Cleophas, who is ſaid to be Succeſſor in the Church at 
Jeruſalem to Fames the Juſt, 1 
There is very little ſpoken of Simon in the Goſpel Ml 
more than that he was ſo eminent for his Faith and IM 
Charity, that our bleſſed Lord choſe him into the num - Þ 4 
ber of his 12 Apoſtle:, whom he intended ſhould be ll 
chief Miniſters and Wirneffes of the Truths they hd 
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heard of him, and cf the Miraculous Actions they ſaw - 3 
done by um. Some are of opinion, that before his 
Converſion he was one of the Sztt of the Zealets, who 
according to the Example of Phinem, that cx:cured MR 
Pun.ſhmenr npon Zimriand Cosbi, took upon ttem 
the power of puniſhng Offenders againſt che Law, * 
without any formal Trial or Accuſation, This Sc& - 
ſprung up in the time of Matthias, (from whom i- ll 
ſed the Family of the Mfacabees) and continued as * 

mong the Fews till our Saviour's time, who himfelf, ³ 
in imitation of their Actions, drove the Buyers ank fl 
Sellets our of the Temple, and overthrew che Tables 
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of the Mongy-Changers. He was very z-atous tor "if 


the Honour of his Maſter, and lookt upon ai! Chriſts > 
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178 The Lite of Sf. SIMON © 


Enemies as really his own, how near ſoever they were a; 
to him in any Natural Relation, and ſhewed a very of 

ferious and pious Indignation towards thoſe who is 

profeſſed Religion, and the Faith of Chriſt with their ti 
-Mourhs, but diſhonoured that ſame Profeſſion by th 
their Irregular and Vitious Lives, as many of the firſt Pr 

Chriſtians really did. | th 
After our Lord' Paſſion, Sr. Simon continued with Se 
the other Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt at Feru- Re 
alem; joining in Worſhip and Communion with th: 
them, and did not leave that City till they had re- Fe 

ce ived the Holy Ghoſt upon the Feaſt of Pentecoſt; 

From which time, being furniſnt with all neceiſary _ 


Gifts and Graces for the Miniftry, they began to 7. 
exerciſe it in all Parts of the World, whither the 
Holy Spirit and their own Prudence guided them. 
Jie is ſaid ro have preached the Goſpel in Egypt, Cy- 
rene, and ſeveral Parts of Africa; and chat leaving 
thoſe Countries, he went into Hbia, and Maurita- 
nia, and there exalted the Glory of Chriſt, not on- 
ly by Preaching, but by a great number of Miracles 
which he wrought there, And laſtly, that he came 
+ Overto the Weſtern Iſlands, and particulatly to this 
Ille of Great Britain, and having Converted and 
Baptized great Multitudes to the Faith, and under- 
gone a world of Troubles, Difficulties and Per ſecu- 
tions, he was put to Death by the Infidels, and bu- 
ried there; being Crucity'd as his Saviour had been; 
and upon that account welcomed his Death with in- 
edible Joy and Courage; this Account is given 
Nicephorus, tho* Bede, and other Authors in their 
Matyrologies, ſay, that St. Simon ſuffered a glori- 
aus Death by the Idolatrous Pricfts at Suanir, a City 
in Perſia, but where this is ſituated our Geggraphers 
= do not mention, unleſs it ſhould be the place where 
the Suani, a People mentioned by Pliny and Piole- 
, dwelr, which they ſay was Colchs, and may 
A | „ ef 
3 i g = 2 


— 


„ p 
"——— 
& *% 


— 4 2 Gs 
* — . * 7 
-- 


© 


2 1 
"RY " 


the po E. 179 \ 
agree with the Relation given us in the falſe Hiſtory 8 
ot St. Andrew, That in the Cimmerian Boſphorus, there 


F 

» is a Tomb in a Grotto under Ground, with an Inſcrip- 
[ tion, That Simon the Zealot, or Canaanite was buried 1 
| 


1 
there; yet this is all but Conjecture, and unc:rain 
Proof, God having been pleaſed ro conceal from us 
the holy Actions and Lives of many of his choiceſt 


1 Servants, that we may content our ſelves to have our 
1 Religious Actions known ro God only, and nor, like "ſe 
1 the Scribes and Phariſees, love the praiſe of Men. His i 
2 Feſtival is kept with St. Jude s Oclob. 28. d 77 
3 4 
) _ 1 
The Life of St. Jude the Afoſtle, who i 
. was Shot to Death with Arrows. 
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T. Fude or d, otherwiſe called Thaddeus! 4 
or Le which Nam: were given him 4 = 
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Traytor, or elſe to (iznify the Wiſdom and Teal 
wherewith he was endued; for St. Jerom ſays, that 
© Thaddeus denotes a Perſon zealous in praifing God, 
and Lebbeus u Man of Wit and underſtanding ; from 
whence Fude, as well as Simon, is termed a Tealot, 
9 the Ancient Fathers, who ſay, he was famous ſor 
eal. He was Brother of James the Juſt, and con- 
Toſeph, (Husband to 
the Bleſſed Marge), by a former Wife, Fudas being 
the name of one of the four which he had and is there- 
fore called, the Brother of our Lord. He was a mar- 
ried Man, and had Children by his Wife named Mary. 
He was choſen an Apoſtle in the Year of Chu iſt 3r, a 
little after the Paſſover; and afterwards conſtautly 
attended upon our Saviour's Perſon and Miniſtry, and 
was probably more eminently zealous for the Faith of 
Chrift than others, | 
After the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of our Lord 
he remain'd at Feruſalem with the reſt of the Apo- 
ſiles, worſhipping God, and was preſent when they 
received the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, of which he 
received a Portion ſuirable ro his Place and Office, 
The Epiſtle bearing his Name is placed the laſt of 
thoſe ſeven which are called Catholich, It hath no 
Particular Inſcription as the other Six, but is ſup- 
paſed to be chiefly deſigned for the Chriſtian Jews 
ia their ſeveral diſperſions (as Sr. Peter's Epiſtes ar: ;) 
He ſays that at firſi he deſigned to write of the 
common Salvation, aud to confirm them in ir; but 
finding the Doctrin of Chriſt atracke on cvciy 
+ fide, he thought it more neceſſiry ro app-ar in de- 
fence of the Faith once delivered to the Saints; and to 
,- Oppole the falſe Teachers chat endeavour'd to cor- 
rap: it, by which he means the Nicolaitans, Ono f icks, 
the Followers of Simon M gu, and other Heriticks, 
who thought Faith withour Works was ſufficient for 
Some of the Ancient, have doubted, whicher this 
3 TIE Epiſtle 
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ſcquently one of the Sans of 
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Epiſtle was Canonical Scripture, becauſe the Apo- 
cryphal Book of Enoch is cited therein: Eur Euſebjus 
tells us, that in his time moſt Churches read it pub- 
lickly ; and 'cis evident that before the end of the 
Ach Age, ir was acknowledg'd in the Council of Lag. 
dicea, and Carthage, and by the moſt eminent Fa- 
thers, Athanaſius, Cyril of Feruſalem and others, to 


be Canonical; and Sr. Origen ſays, it contains in a 


few Lines many Words lull of Divine Power and 
Grace. Sr. Jerom relates that St. Jude was ſent by 
the reſt. of the Apoſtles to Agbarus King of Edeſſa x 


tho' Euſebius affirms, that St. Thaddeus, who went 


thither, was one of the 590 Diſciples : But the Mo- 
dern Greeks and Latins are bold to aſſert, that St. 


Jude preached in Edeſſa, and throughout all Ae ſo- | 


potamia, compleating the Work of God which St. 
Thaddeus had begun. That he eſtabliſned the Faith in 


Armenia the Greater, and that thoſe People have ſtill a 


Tradition that he died in their Country, Others 
ſay he was buried in Perſia with St. Simon. It is al- 
ſo related, That ſome of the Apoſtles who preached 
the Goſpel, did alſo labour in Husbandry, to main- 


tain themſelves in the Work of the Miniſtry, there? 


by ro prevent their being chargeable to their new 


Converts, and by that means incourag ing them to 


embracing thę Faich of Chrift, and that Jude was one 
ot the ſe. He lived till about the Year of Chriſt 62, 
which was a little after the de ſtruction of Feruſa- 
lem. Some Authors relate he died ar Berytys ; bur 
others ſay, That Travelling into Perſia, after havin 
ha4 good tucdeſs in his Miniſtri | r many years, at la 


for 1nveighirg againſt che Sup. Iſt ti us Rires of the 


Magi, he was, by hir Fuggeſtion, ard Contrivance, 
puc o a moſt cruel Dearth; which, tis ſaid, was by 


being tyed © Wake and fhot to Death with Ar- j f 


rows. winch hun Tong a dying His Feaſt is 


bs ated, with dt Simons, deb“ a8. Hig Body is 
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ſpel is attributed to him; but both Me lictle Ccedit MT he 
given to them. . 3 
Euſebius reports, that St. Jude had two Grand- 
children which were Chriſtians, who having about 40 
Acres of Land, Tilled it wich their own Hands, there. 
« by maintaing their Families, and pay ing the heavy 
Taxes laid upon the Fews by Domitian, This Empe- 
Tor in the Year of Chriſt 95, raiſed a ſecond Perſe- 
cution againſt the Church, and commanded that all 
the Poſteriry of David ſhould be put to Death; he, 
like Herod, fearing Chriſt ſhould come and take away 
his Kingdom ; becauſe the Chriftians magnify'd his 
Power and Greatneſs ſo much, calling him their Eotd 
and King. Hereupon theſe two Men were accuſed to 
Domitian as of the Poſterity of David, and near a- kin 
to Chriſt: Being brought before him, he enquired of 
them concerning the Condition of their Anceſtors; 
and alſo about the Ne ſſias, and h's Kingdom; to which 
they anſwered particularly with much Sincerity and 
Freedom; teſſigg bim heit Father was a labcuring 
Man, and that the Me ſſiah was a King in Heaven, and 
not upon Earth, where his Kingdom ſhou'd not ap- 
Pear till che end of the World, when he ſhould come 
i his Glory to judge the Living and the Dead. Do- 
- mitian h:reupon deſpis'd their Poverty, and judging 
them innocent Perſons, ſer them at liberty; and Ter- 
tulfian ſays, he immediately ceaſed any further Perſe- 
cutions of the Chriftians, Thele two Perſons were 
afterward much honoured and eſteemed, as the Kin- 
dred of - Jeſus Chriſt, and as Martyrs; which Title 
the Church gave to all who had born publick Tefti- 
& mony ro the Truth, tho' they did not ſuffer Death 
tor che ſame. 
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F -the Parentage and Birth- place of this Apo- 

ſtle, we have no Account in Scripture cr 
elle where, farchcr than that he was a Jew; for our 
Saviour being ent only to che loſt Sheep of the 
Houſe of Iſrael, admitted none to be his Diſcipley 
but true 1ſraelites; he certainly became an early 
Convert to Chriſtianity, otherwiſe he could nor ü 
have been ſufficientiy quality'd for that great Of. 
fice to which he was afterward elected; and in- 
deed St. Peter in effe& tells us, 4A, 1. 11, 22. that 
he was one of thoſe Diſciples who had been a con- 
tinual Hearer and Attendant upon Chrift, all the 
time of his Miniſtry, after he had been Baptized by © J 
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Fohn in - Fordan, till his Death and Aſcenſion, He 
was Elcecd into the Apoſtolick Office after our 


Gerd: Aſcenſion, by the reſt of the Apoſtles, into 


the-room of Judas, who being ſeized with Deſpair 
for betraying his good Maſter, the Lord of Life, hang- 
ed himſelf, and thereby made a Vacancy in the Col. 
lege of the Apoſtle: After the Diſpet ſion of the 
Apoſtles to the ſeveral Countries alſoted them for 
Preaching the Goſpel, Matthias having ſpent fome 
time in Fudea, is Fabled of him, that from thence 
he went into Macedonia, where he eſcaped the Effe ts 
of 2 poyſonous Cup given him on an Experiment; 
and chat to evidence the Truth of his Doctrin, he 


- cured 150 Perions who had drank of the fame Cup 
 belore. It is more evident that ke Travellcd Eaſt- 
ward, aud ar length came to Ethiopia: In his Trave“ 
he met with many Troubles and Diffculties, and fell 


amongſt a ſort ot Bubarous and untraftable People; 
however he by the Power of Truth converted many 
of them co the Faich of Chriſt. An ancient Martyrc- 


logy relates, that he was apprehended for a Blaſphe- 
mer by the Jews, and by them ſtoned to Death. For 


Having by his Doctrin and Miracles in Paleſtine, con- 


verted a great huber co Chriſtianity, Aranys che 
Younger, High-Prit ſt to the Jews, having put Fumes 


the Lets to catn, apprehended Matthias at the fame 


time jo Galilee, ro whom he made a long Speech : 


But finding the Apoſtle, contrary to his Exiiorcaticn 
and Peciwafion, conieſſing Feſus of N gareth to be 
the true Meſſian, he condemned him to be ſtoned, and 


the Sentence was immediately executed. Some au- 


thors fay chat his Body having been kept along ime 


at Ferufalem, was Tranflated thence, by Helena, the 


Mocher of Conſtantine the Great, to Rome, where ſome 


0 Trier, in Germany. 


= parts of nis Corps are ſnewed at rh's day with great 


Veneration.  O.hers re, ort chat they were brought 
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The Life of St. PAUL 185 "IN 
Clemens Alexandrizs relates this ſaying of his; | : 
That we ought to moriifie and ſubdue c:e_Fleſhg 
and maintain a continua Oppoſition to it, by grants 
ing it nothing, whereby its irregular zud ſenſual 93 
Defires may be gratified; but that we ſnould on the = "al 
contrary continually Nouriſh and Fortifie our Sous 
with Faich and Divine Raowledge, His Feſtival s 
clebrared, Feb. 27. 
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The Life of St. Pau! the Apoſtle, who was 
beheaded by the Command of Nero the 
Roman Tyrant. 


T. Paul, tho he was, not one of the Twelve 
I Apoſties, yet for his great Eminency in the 
iniſtry of che Gaſpel, had juſtly chat Honour con- 
red upowTirg, He was Born at Tarſus, of an, 
Ancient” Fewiſh Family, of the Tribe of Benjamin in 
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186 Che Lite of St. PAUL. 
Fudea, and had his Education in that City, which 
was then 2 more floutiſhing Academy than Athens ge a 

and Alexandria. In the Schools of Tar/us he was U. * 

EEducated from his Child-hocd in all the polite Pot 

Lestnionę of the Ancients; yet at the ſame time he 

Was brousht up to a Manual Trade, as even the 

Learnedſt of their Rabbins were. It being a Maxim 

among the Jews, That he who taught not his Son a 

Trade, made him a Thief, For Learning of Old, waz 

not made an Inſtrument to ger a Maintenance by; 
but for the better poliſhing the Mind, ſo that the 
Rabbjes were denominated from their Trades, as | 
Rabbi Judah the Baker, Rabbi Fochanan the Shoemaker, Ie 
and Paul was a Tenr-maker, and being a great 
Proſicient under Gamaliel, he became a ſtrict Pro 
feſſor of the Sect of the Phariſees, who were gene- 
rally great App'auders of their own Sanctity, and 
Deſpiſers of all others, as Reprobares, and unwor- 

thy of their Society; and our Apoſt/e was roo deep- 
ly infected wien the Genius of this Fiery Sect; lo 
that when theBlood of the Martyr Stephen was ſhed, 
J (faith he with Sorrow after his Converſion) was 

- ſtanding by, and conſenting . unto his Death, and kept the Pur 

- . Rayment of tem that ſlew him. Nay, of all the Ap- | 

pos and Inquifitors,. employed by the Sanhe- fler 

dic to execute their Warrants upon theſe Upſtart d 

> -Hereticks, as they cilled them, who Preached againſt 

the Liw of Moſes and the Traditions of the Fathers, il « th 

he was the Man that ſtrove to be the forn ardeſt. Ia », 

this Zeal, as he was in the way ro Damaſcus, to ex- I 7 
ecute his Office, wich ſome other Zealors, breath. 
ing oat Vengeance and Deſttuction againſt the In- 

© nocent Chriſtians, on a ſudden a glorious Light We x 

darted out upon them, ſo that they tell to the MW, 
Ground in great Amazement; and at the ſame time . ed 

a_ Voice. from Heaven was directed to him, faying, W« ch. 

Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me, Ta which, as 

amazed as he was, he anſwer-d, al, who, art wo” 
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The Voice replied, I am Feſus whom thou perſecuteſt. 


| 


He again aske, Lord, what wilt thou have me to dos 


Upon which he was bid to riſe, and go ro Damaſcus, 
and there expect what ſh-u'd further be revealed 
to him; riſing from the Ground, he found he was 
blind and continued three Days Fafting, and pro- 
bably he had then that Ceteftial Viſion mentioned 


by him, wherein he heard and faw things paſt ut- 


terance ; and had thoſe. Divine Revelations which 
gave him occaſion to. ſay, that rhe Goſpel which he 
Preached he was not taught by Man, but he had it re- 
vealed to him by Jeſus Chriſt, After three Days 4- 


+ 


* 
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n:nias, one of the Seventy Diſciples came to him, by 


the Command of the Lord, and having laid Hands 
upon him, his Sight was reftored to him, and the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt conferred on him; prefently 
afrer he was Baptized and made a Member of the 
Church, to the great Joy of the teſt of the Diſciples, 
that he ſhould become not only a Profe ſſor, but 2 
Preacher of that Faith, which he fo lately was a 
bitter Perſecutor of, He afterwards grew more 


Eminent for his Preaching, Epiſtles, Travels and“ 


Perſecutions than any one of the Apoſtles; all 
which are at large declared in the Aﬀs of the Apo- 
files, and his ſeveral Epiſtles, and are briefly ſum'd 


up by himſelf, 2 Cor. 11. againſt the Reproaches 


of ſome Teachers which envied him, ſaying: * Are 
* they Hebrews? So am I. Are they the Seed of 
* Abraham? So am I. Are they Miniſters of Chriſt ? 
* I am more, In Labours more abundant; in 


Stripes above meaſure ; in Priſons more frequent, 


in Deaths often. Of the Jews five times reczived 
I Rerty Stripes fave one. Thrice was I beaten 
* with Rods; once was I Stoned. Thrice J ſuffer» 


ed Shipwreck; a Night and a Day have I been in 


the Deep. lu Journeying oft-n, in Pcrils of Wa- 
* ters, in Perilis wal Robbers, in Peris by my own 
* Country*men, in Perils in the City, in Perils in 
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4 ; the Wilderacls, in perils in the Sea, in peri's among, 
"gd falle Brethren. Ila Wearineſs and Painfu'neſs. in 
„ Watchin?s ofren, in Hunger and Thirſty in Faſting, 
_ often, in Cold and N;kednefs, 
. _Haying, in cheſe and miny other Inſtances, ſerved 4; 
God and h's Church inthe Goſpel of his Son; abcurſ pl 
the ninth. Tear of Nero, he ſuffered Martyrdom ; and of 
tho* being a Roman Citizen, he ought to have had the wn 
priyiledge of being Trycd by the Reman Law; vet] 75 
Ners, aPcrſon whom Lewdncſs and Deb:uthery had gh 
mad e- ſeven times more 2 Pagan than any Cuſtom cr 7 
EAugation could have done, had fo implacable an A. 
- *harred, sg inſt Chriſtians; that he would endure no 
pony on this behalf. Long had this Blefied Apo. 
Ne defired to be diſſolved, and to be with Chiift, 2 ple 
ing a more preferable Portion; but he waited M. 
God's appointment, and June 29, in the Tear of Chtiſti up 
66; being of a great Age, he embraced Death zs a e 
welcome Guei, juſt at the ſame hour as it was force 
told him; he waybetreaded at Aqua Salvia, and in. . 
rexred at Fia Oftienſis, 3 Miles from Rome where Con- 


| & off atitine the Grearafrer ward built a ſumptuous Church 2 
His Feſtival is Cekbrated, June, 29. — 
5 4 
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he Life of St. Barnabas, the Apoſtle off tha 
= the Gentiles, who was Stoned by the to 
Pierer at Salamrs. . a 


3 is Apoſtle was of the Tribe of Levi, and be Net 
eme 4 Diſciple of Chriſt in his Life- time, — 
to be the Chief of the 70 Diſcipies; t 

ece in the Ille of Cyprus, and atter our pee, 
eeeoſion, ſeeing the Neceſſities of the Qiturcn Jeſu 
gates r, he fold ic, and brouabt the whole Price {eq 
= of i eo the-4poſttes, to be diſpoſed, þy them-4s the . 
dus chick fir, co che moſt Indigent aud Waring Wy 
M 1 1 2 p OP Sf al | . ö a : 
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zog all the Chriſtians at that time doing. che like, none 
ot chem keeping their Plenty to themſelves 3- but 
og imparted whatever they had to their indigent Bre- 

thren, having all things in common; but Barnabat 

ryed is parcicularly remarked as the moſt eminent Exams + 
bourh ple, becauſe his Kſtate being much larger than an xe 
and of the reft, he gave the firſt Example of Charity 
chef ani Bounty tö the Church. He wu firſt named 
% Toſes or Foſeph, and the Name of Barnabas fignifies, 
had be Son of Conſolation, was given him-by the Aps- 
ies; becauſe he had a ſingular Gift, and ſpccial 
© *'F Art io comforting he Weak; for the Scripture res 
do preſents him to be a Perſon of a mild, eaſſe an 
"Pf compaſſionate Tempet, very Courtecus and inclind-. "iſ 
t, a bie co Pardon, yet withal of a very awful and” i 
aited Majeſtick Countenance, begerring Reverence and Re- 
>heiit Cc. 1 7 
| © Atter the Sale of his Eſtate, he ſetled his abode 
for I at Feruſalem, whither Sr. Paul coming three Years f- 
d in. ter his Converſion, che Apoſtles would not admit him 
Nee into theit Soeiety, having heard of his fierce Teal i 


that he was fatisfy'd, he was fully reclaimed from 


9 


againſt rhe Chriſtians, whole very Name was à ters 
ror. to them. But Barnabas having 4 greater con- 
fidency of his Sincerity, knowing him to be a good, 
Man, brought him to the Apoſtles, informing them, 


way a5 he went to Damaſcus, and reproved his Matd- 
meſs 
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19 The Lite of St, BARNA BGS, 
ven from Feruſalem by che er ſecution raiſed about | ex | 
St. Stephen, went down to Antioch, and Preached the 
Goſpel ro the Jews of that City, Converting many, goc 
nor only of them, but even of che Hatkens to the] Pe 
Faith, by their Preaching and Miracles, The Apo- Ch 
(Hes at Jeruſalem gladly hearin: of the Converſion || bei 
of ſo great a City; yet being ſenſible that the Min- to 
ſters of it were neither cf their moſtholy nor know- | Cir 
ing Men, bur ſuch as their Zeal had pur upon fo good |. Fat 
a Werk, ſent down Barnabas to 4rvioch, to ſer thing 
in order, who upon his coming, beheld with Joy tl "| fu] 
rear ſucceſs of the Goſpel among them; and by e 
horting them to per ſevete in the Faith and Dori u. 
of Chriſt with a pute Heart, be increaſed the numb | | 

of Believers, Re wah | 
St. Barnabas was a Prophet and Teacher, to who \ 
the Ccuncil of the Apoſtles give this Commendati« . | 
that he was a Man xe had hazarded his Life fort 
Name of the Lord Je ſus, and had entirely given 
F - himſelf to che labgfr of Preaching the Gofpel. Þ 
Aa? | ; afterwards Greta cut to Antioch to help forward t 
0 at City. He, with Paul carried t 
tiſhang of Antioch to Feruſalem. Th. | 
| | reach to the Gentiles, and upon ſome | © 
*= ference about Circumciſion, are ſeparated, but W 
-» _afrerward fully reconciled : After which St. Paul re |; 
Silas along wich him, and went into Syria and Cilic 
eo Confirm the Churches; and Barnabas took Ma. 
+ and failed ro-Cyprus ; they teraining their Chriſti? 
Charm and Love both ro one another, and to tt. 
# Souls of rhe Brethren, *tho' they went into diſtar 
>» Kegiohs one from another: This is, all rhe Scriptu. 
menten of St. Barnabas. Other Autbore, ſay; h | 
- continued 30/his Lives end in Cyprus, bur Preached th 
=  GolpeFin other places; that he returned to St. Paul] 
|. again, es fent by him to Corinth along with T 
© 246, it However hat be, "ti: gear, · that St. Pa 
ens of hum 46 his Companion, and Fellow-Labouq f 
ERIN e Lee MOT 610TH) 52) 333 {0 21 "me 54 
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er in the Goſpel ſtill, and as very dear to one ano- 


ther. If he be the Author of the Epiſtle that now 


gocs under his Name, he muſt have lived cill after the 
Leſtru&on of Feruſalem, which. was in the Year of 
Chriſt 70. He is ſaid to have ſuffered Martyrdom, 
being ſtoned to Dcath by the ems, at Salmais, and 
to have been buried within a quarter of a Mile of that 
Ciry. Some have attribured ro him a Goſpel full of 


Fables; the Acts of Barnabas, which bear the name 
of John Mark his Couſin, is of the ſame kind, being 
| fiutc with Forgeries, and Impertinencies. 


His Feſtival is Celebrated ; both by the Greek and 


Latin Church, upon June 11. 
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2 is 1 ane £ from Gil 12 
I  Americe à moſt excellent natural * 
* m, far exceeding that of Pera and Lola 
a0 in coring -moſt Diſeaſes in human Bodies 
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